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Nothing produces life if it is not connected to the Spirit of God. 
For me to personally take credit for this work would be extremely mis-
leading, as I am simply a steward of the words that came to me. This 
book has truly been a gift.

My best friend of more than forty years, Jim Moore, had labored 
with me ever since we met back in the early seventies. We spent thou-
sands of hours battling our way through the lies perpetrated by Satan 
and religion, and this book is the culmination of that process. Forty 
years in the wilderness, and this is the end of our journey.

Recently, the Lord took Jim home, yet his warrior spirit of seeking 
the truth is still with me. I miss him, but I will see him again one day 
in Glory.
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There is something inside each of us that yearns for more. A starv-
ing person can, of course, think only of a morsel of food, and a thirsty 
one, a cup of water. But take a person who has been given everything 
he ever desired, with all of his dreams fulfilled—and you will find that 
individual searching for more.

I believe at the core of much of our searching lies an aching heart 
that knows it was created for more. Have you noticed there is a “Hall 
of Fame” for just about everything imaginable? We crave some form of 
recognition or purpose to validate our lives. We grasp for some measure 
of meaning, some aspect of immortality, to say we were here. I believe 
this yearning in our hearts is the longing for lost Glory. It is a Glory we 
possessed in the Garden of Eden that was lost in mankind’s separation 
from God. We were created for so much more than what exists in this 
fallen world, but our search for satisfaction forever disappoints us. I’m 
reminded of the words spoken by General George Patton: “All glory is 
fleeting.” The glory of this world is a symbol of our fallen nature.

Jesus promised, “I came so that you might have life and have it 
abundantly.” This life that Jesus promised is found only in the New 
Creation. In the New Creation, there is lasting life and freedom and 
Glory that does not fade. I know for certain that this life is available 
to each one of us just for the asking. You can know for yourself what I 
am saying is true.
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A friend of mine says you can boil the Christian life down to basi-
cally two things. First, “Are you trusting the Lord with your life?” and 
second, “Are you speaking the truth in love when it comes to others?” 
Actually, as I have reflected at length over these two statements, I have 
come to understand the wisdom in his words. Yet as profound and 
simple as those two statements are, I have come to another conclusion 
that is equally true. When it comes to living out these two statements, 
you can’t do it! In and of ourselves, we cannot live out what it truly 
means to be a Christian. This is precisely why the Christian life is 
all about the New Creation. This New Creation has to be something 
completely new inside of us. Our old nature can’t ever be restored to 
the Glory that was ours before the fall. Or, as the Bible puts it, “You 
can’t put new wine into old wineskins.”1

Now, what do I mean when I write about the “old” and the “new” 
natures? Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born anew, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God.”2 Nicodemus then asked Jesus, “How can a 
man be born when he is old?”3 Jesus said, “Unless one is born of water 
and Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is 

1  Mark 2:22, RSV. All quotes from the Bible are from the RSV unless specified otherwise.
2  The Bible, RSV, John 3:3.
3  John 3:4.
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born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”4 
Jesus made a certain promise to us when he said, “I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.”5 The life that Jesus talks about 
is found only in the New Creation. Jesus’s sole purpose for coming to 
us was to give us new life, something completely new and distinct from 
our old selves. In the New Creation, we are restored to perfect love. 
In the New Creation, “there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear.”6 The New Creation is all about life and liveliness. The New 
Creation is filled with joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-control.7 All of this is ours, and it is found 
only in the new. Not so with the old.

The old nature is just the opposite from the new, because it stifles 
and thwarts life and liveliness. The old nature is an agent of death. In 
our old nature, we find dissension, envy, jealousy, and strife. We may 
be filled with glorious illusions driven by our own agendas as we search 
for happiness, but we find the life we’re searching for lies just beyond 
our grasp. We find ourselves given over to appearances and protecting 
our images, as we outwardly try to behave as if all is well and right with 
the world. Yet in reality, it is all on a level of pretense. We lie not only 
to others but, more important, to ourselves.

This work is primarily written to Christians who do not under-
stand what the New Creation is about. The Apostle Paul was wrestling 
with the same issue when he wrote his letter to the Galatians in the 
New Testament. There were many religious people in Paul’s day who 
were trying to revel in the old nature, while at the same time robbing 
new believers of the freedom they had in Christ. In essence, these re-
ligious people were trying to put new believers in Christ back under 
the bondage of law. The particular issue Paul was addressing in his 
day was circumcision. Paul was irate and very upset with what these 
religious leaders were doing to the new church that he helped establish. 
Near the end of his letter, Paul wrote, “For neither circumcision counts 

4  John 3:5–6.
5  John 10:10.
6  1 John 4:18.
7  Galatians 5:22.
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for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a New Creation.”8 For the New 
Creation is at the very heart of the Gospel.

We are going to take a journey through the Bible, and, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we will witness God’s ultimate plan of sal-
vation for us, which is found in the resurrected life of his son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ is the author and finisher of our faith, which is the New 
Creation. In order to understand God’s greatest gift to us, we must 
start at the beginning, the book of Genesis. Though the story of the 
Garden of Eden is familiar to most of us, there are also a lot of mis-
understandings associated with it. For many people, these chapters 
represent actual historical events, while others see them merely as an 
informative fable that attempts to deal with the mysteries of the hu-
man condition. Many Christians, including me, believe evidence exists 
that supports the view that these chapters are a record of literal events 
in our past. However, even if you choose to relegate these chapters to 
the category of enlightened fable, the truths presented concerning hu-
man nature and the human condition are overwhelming accurate. The 
reality is that dealing with the consequences of the first three chapters 
of Genesis is what the remainder of the Bible and the whole of human 
history is all about.

The point of our journey will be to more fully appreciate and ex-
perience God’s deep and abiding love for us. By looking into the Bible, 
we’ll see God as you may never have seen him before, by more clearly 
understanding his motivations—motivations that many have viewed 
as anger and judgment but that were, in reality, rooted in his infinite 
love for us.

Christianity is about faith in Christ. Now, when I say faith I’m not 
talking about a set of beliefs. I’m talking about intimately knowing a 
person and trusting him or her because you are absolutely convinced 
that this individual is worthy of that trust. That is the relationship 
that we have received in the New Creation. It is a living, vibrant, mo-
ment-by-moment relationship with the Living God. That relationship 
is founded solely upon the finished work of Jesus Christ in his death 

8  Galatians 6:15.
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and resurrection and made possible by the daily presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.

You may be asking, “Why should we even look at God’s motiva-
tions? Aren’t we supposed to trust him?” I would say the answer is most 
definitely yes. However, if you are like the rest of us, there are still some 
things about God that aren’t completely clear. Just look at the very 
different perspectives we get about God from reading the Old and the 
New Testaments. One of my favorite entertainers is a Jewish comedian. 
He has a routine in which he laments the fact that Christians were so 
“uppity” that they had to have their own book because his people’s 
book, the Old Testament, just wasn’t good enough for them. He then 
admits that he really kind of likes the God in the New Testament be-
cause “the God of the Old Testament is a prick” (his words, not mine). 
Another favorite comedian of mine, who passed away several years ago, 
was a life-long atheist. In one of his routines, he questions the contra-
diction between these two perceptions of God when he observes, “God 
seems to be an old man in a robe with a long white beard who wanders 
around heaven with a list of ten things he doesn’t want you to do. If he 
catches you doing any of these things, he judges you, punishes you, and 
then sends you to hell, where you will be tormented for all of eternity 
and—he loves you.”

When I was five years old, I had a certain set of perceptions about 
my father. By the time I reached the age of thirty, those perceptions 
had changed. I am now in my sixties, and they have changed even fur-
ther. This sort of progression happens in any personal relationship. Yet 
the two pictures of God given in the Old and New Testaments seem 
to be irreconcilably different. When the God of the Old Testament 
gave the Ten Commandments, he wanted a boundary set up around 
Mount Sinai and said to Moses, “And you shall set bounds for the 
people round about, saying, ‘take heed that you do not go up into the 
mountain or touch the border of it; whoever touches the mountain 
shall be put to death.’”9 However, when we get to the New Testament 
we find Jesus, God in human form, hanging on a Roman cross, pierced 

9  Exodus 19:12.
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by nails, bearing spear wounds in his side, and brutally scourged by a 
crown of thorns. Even in this horrendous condition, he raises his head 
and says, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”10 
What in the world is going on here? The God of the Old Testament 
will kill you for even touching his mountain, while the God of the 
New Testament, violated in every possible way, is pleading for his mur-
derer’s forgiveness. These can’t be the same God!

In the 1995 movie Dangerous Minds, Michelle Pfeiffer played an 
inner-city school teacher given a class filled with problem kids. On her 
first day, she walked into the class fully prepared to begin teaching. 
At first, she was ignored by every student, then cursed by many, and 
finally sexually propositioned. She quickly grew frustrated and left. 
On her way out of the school, she talked to a friend who was another 
teacher. He told her the students weed teachers out by tormenting 
them, so if she wanted to teach them anything, first she had to get 
their attention. Pfeiffer came back the next day dressed in boots and 
a leather jacket. She wrote on the board, “I am a U.S. Marine,” and 
proved it by blocking a karate punch thrown at her.

A friend of mine has a similar story that took place in his own life. 
He was teaching a group of teenagers who did not belong in a regular 
classroom. They had collars around their ankles because they were be-
ing monitored by the court system. These young men were in their 
late teens. They were hardened, and they respected only the law of the 
jungle, survival of the toughest. The students despised the rules of the 
school system and were not afraid to break them. They would taunt 
and mock teachers to their faces and showed them no respect. One 
day, my friend selected the toughest individual in the class and invited 
him into the gym, away from the rest of the group. He then informed 
this student that the two of them were going to have an exercise ses-
sion. “This is how the game goes,” he said. “I want you to kick my ass. 
I want you to try to really hurt me and give it everything you have.” 
Suddenly, this “tough guy” became intimidated. You could see the fear 
and confusion on his face. My friend then reassuringly said that he was 

10  Luke 23:34.
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not going to harm the student, but he continued to encourage the teen-
ager to attack him. When the kid finally built up the courage to make 
a move against my friend, he immediately slammed the student to the 
floor. After helping the teen to his feet, my friend said, “Surely, you 
can do better than that?” After he had done this with a few of the most 
rebellious teens, it wasn’t long before he had very little trouble with his 
classroom. Some of these students actually became friends with him. 
Some of them learned, grew emotionally, and matured significantly.

Both the movie and my friend’s experiences illustrate a truth about 
communication that applies to understanding the God of the Old 
Testament. As an analogy, the students are similar to the people of the 
Old Testament. Pfeiffer and my friend are analogous to God in the 
Old Testament. Their love was clearly shown by their desire to teach 
the students. Yet teaching was not going to happen until respect was es-
tablished. Under normal circumstances, neither Pfeiffer nor my friend 
would relate to people the way they did in the classroom. The God in 
the Old Testament had a similar, yet more challenging, issue. He was 
not simply dealing with a bunch of unruly kids. He was dealing with 
fallen humanity—murderous, hateful, and selfish. People were given 
over to the desires of their fallen hearts and remained oblivious to any-
thing that might get in their way. For the God of the Old Testament, 
there had to be an undeniable demonstration of power and authority 
that transcended anything either my friend or Pfeiffer experienced.

Such demonstrations were, in a very generalized nutshell, what 
God was doing in the Old Testament. Remember, motive is always 
crucial for understanding someone’s actions and words. God’s motive 
in the Old Testament was always love, no matter how fierce his coun-
tenance or his actions might have appeared. It is true, however, that 
his initial method of “getting their attention” was by demonstrating 
personal strength and power. The state to which mankind had fallen 
would respond to nothing less. If you are in a wilderness and you want 
to start a fire, you see what you have available to you. That is what 
God did. He wanted to start the fire of communication between man-
kind and himself. The heart of mankind no longer knew love, but it 
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did know fear. So God used that fear to man’s benefit—to get man 
started on the path back to a relationship with him. I am reminded of 
the truth in the words of the song “Amazing Grace”: “T’was grace that 
taught my heart to fear and grace, my fears relieved.”

Both teachers and their students grew to have a better understand-
ing of one another’s lives. So, too, did God become involved with 
mankind. We refer to this as the history of the nation of Israel. During 
this time, God began to move into a clearer revelation of who he really 
was, which became written testament in the Prophets. It culminated in 
God’s walking and teaching among the people of Israel in the very per-
son of Jesus Christ. All of this was done for one reason and one reason 
only: to rescue mankind from spiritual death.

As Christians, our problems begin when we misunderstand what 
God was really doing in the Old Testament. Our misunderstanding 
makes us see an angry and vengeful God with rules and judgments and 
brings that same God into Christianity. When this happens, we wind 
up with what M. Scott Peck so accurately described as “the monster 
god.”11 I know what it is like to see an angry and vengeful god. This 
happened to me, because I allowed myself to be diverted from the true 
power of the Gospel of grace into a world of rules and rituals so very 
far removed from the true heart of God. Far too many Christians to-
day have done exactly the same thing. Their theologies talk about the 
forgiving God of the New Testament, but spiritually and emotionally, 
they are still living in unspoken fear of the monster god lurking behind 
the façade of their doctrines. Unfortunately, these same Christians 
don’t even understand why they fear God to begin with.

God began a very personal communication process with me several 
years ago that led me to begin experiencing the depth and beauty and 
power of what he actually accomplished in the finished work of Christ. 
I am now being led upon a path that is with each day bringing me into 
the reality of what Jesus meant when he said, “And you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.”12 I am finally being set free!

11  M. Scott Peck, The Road Less Traveled (Simon & Schuster, 1978), 191.
12  John 8:32.
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Let’s begin our journey exactly where it started for all of us, “In 
the beginning.” It’s easy to assume that we understand what is being 
communicated in the first three chapters of Genesis because we’re all 
so familiar with these verses. Historically, many people have been led 
to believe that the story of our beginning unfolds this way. God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth, and then he created Adam and Eve. 
He placed Adam and Eve in a garden he created in the land of Eden, 
a place of safety and beauty and perfection. In the garden, God also 
placed two trees, the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. Adam and Eve were given permission to eat of any of 
the trees of this garden, except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. They were told that if they ate from this tree, they would die. 
They disobeyed God and partook of the fruit from this tree and, as 
punishment for their disobedience, were sentenced to death. This sum-
mary provides the gist of how many Christians understand the story. 
We need to take a much closer look, because here in Genesis is where 
the misunderstandings about God’s motives begin.

The view of God that someone derives from the first chapters of 
Genesis strongly influences how he or she perceives God and the rest 
of the Bible. Our perspective of these chapters shapes how we see man’s 
fall, its consequences, and God’s accomplishment in Jesus. It is possible 
to read these chapters and to have beliefs that seem to be consistent 
with the historical teachings of the church, yet also be mired in life-
destroying legalism. Indeed, many people have done just that. They 
try to do for themselves what has already been done for all of us, and 
they remain in chains—shackled to the monster god. However, it is 
also possible to read the first three chapters of Genesis and understand 
man’s true condition as a result of what happened in the garden, have a 
true perception of who God is, and know what he was accomplishing 
in Christ. This path leads to a vibrant, life-giving relationship with the 
Living God. The difference in those two pathways is the difference 
between life and death. For the born-again believer, that difference 
is not about eternal life and death but rather the difference between a 
life of joy and peace and happiness, free from judgment, and a life of 
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guilt and fear. For the born-again believer, it is the difference between 
a life of struggle and worry and a life of rest and joy. I personally have 
lived both, and I can assure you that the life of rest and joy is worth too 
much to trade for anything.

The players in this drama are well known. First, there is the creator 
God. Then we have Adam and Eve, and then there is the serpent, the 
adversary Satan. We aren’t told that much about Satan in the Bible, 
but what we are told is devastating, and it is certainly enough for us to 
understand who he is and what he represents. In John, chapter 8, Jesus 
is involved in a discourse with several Jewish questioners and ends the 
discussion with the best summary of the character of Satan that we are 
given:

“He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do 
with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks according to his own nature: for he is a liar, and the father of 
lies.’”13

Here we learn that Satan’s objective is to bring death. His meth-
odology is to separate us from God by using lies and deceptions aimed 
at distorting the very heart and character of God. Just look at what 
Satan managed to do in the garden that day. Most Christians are fa-
miliar with the two most devastating lies he told to Eve: first, “You 
will not die,” and second, “You will be as God.” But there is a very 
important element that I overlooked for years. He also completely mis-
represented God’s motives: “For God knows that when you eat of it …” 
He presumed to tell Eve why God didn’t want them to eat from this 
tree. He led Eve to believe that God was really just trying to withhold 
something good from her and keep it for himself. Satan’s most effec-
tive methodology is to slander God’s character by first distorting his 
motives. The sad reality is that not only did Satan misrepresent God’s 
motives to Eve in the garden that day, but he continues to misrepresent 
God’s motives to this day.

Not long ago, a friend asked me, “Why did God put that tree [the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil] there to begin with?” It is 

13  John 8:44.
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a great question. Many people think that in doing this, God was in 
some way “testing” Adam and Eve. Some think the tree was there so 
that God could see what we would do. I have actually heard the most 
extreme form of that sentiment, a belief that “God placed the tree there 
and told Adam and Eve not to eat from it just to prove that he was in 
control.” Yet others have taken the position that the tree was there to 
allow Adam and Eve the opportunity to prove that they would obey 
God’s commands. These are examples of Satan continuing to misrep-
resent God’s motives in the garden.

God’s motive in placing the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil in the garden was to give us freedom. God is the creator of life, 
and one of the most important, if not the most important, elements 
of being alive is freedom. The essential element of freedom is choice. 
Without choice, there is no freedom, and without freedom, there is no 
life. That tree was put there to allow us the freedom to choose. I find 
it so ironic that most people view God, and Christianity, as “locking” 
them into something, as limiting them, when in reality God is the only 
being in the entire universe truly committed to our freedom. God did 
not “set us up,” but he did give us a choice, and with that choice, he 
gave us the gift of freedom. He was in the process, and that was the 
beginning of allowing us to completely share his life with him.

The next attack by Satan regarding God’s motives in the garden 
is centered on the “command” itself—not to eat from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. After all, God is the one who put the 
tree there in the first place. On the surface, this seems like a rather 
sticky question, but, once again, the answer points to a God of love and 
concern for our welfare, rather than one of control and anger. Because 
the tree’s presence was not a test, but rather a presentation of choice 
for Adam and Eve, the command was not a prohibition in the way we 
typically understand a prohibition. It was a warning, in terms of the 
consequences that would happen as a result of eating from the tree. 
The most unfair thing that could ever be imagined would be to allow 
us a choice, leave us completely free to make that choice, yet never in-
form us of the consequences involved in that decision. The statement 
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“for the day that you eat of it you shall die” was not a threat about dis-
obedience. It was a warning about consequences. Death did not come 
upon us because of the anger of God. Death was born within us be-
cause of the lies of Satan. God, Adam’s and Eve’s creator, was in exactly 
the same position as any of us who have loved and raised children. We 
know about the dangers that are present in regard to their choices. We 
warn our children about not taking drugs because drugs can kill and 
destroy lives. We warn our children about the dangers of sharp objects, 
burners on the stove, and countless other dangers that will bring harm 
to them. We warn our children not because we are preoccupied with 
their obedience. We warn them because we love them. We want them 
to choose life, but the fact remains that they have choices. Eating from 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil produces death, and God 
warned us as much.

Why did eating from that tree bring death to Adam and Eve? 
When Adam and Eve allowed the fruit to enter their bodies, they like-
wise allowed the murderous lies of Satan to begin entering their souls 
because of their direct communication with Satan. After Adam and 
Eve ate the fruit, everything changed for them. They were now, by 
their own choice, subject to lies, distortions, and spiritual confusion 
whispered into their souls by Satan. They would never again be able to 
have an accurate and trustworthy perception of who God really was. 
Their picture of God was now completely blurred and distorted. They 
experienced spiritual death. They had died just as God had said they 
would, but that death was not as a result of God’s anger; it was a result 
of their new relationship with Satan and the lies that brought with it. 
These lies were now being whispered to them at the deepest level of 
their souls. Lies about who God was and why he did the things he did.

Satan also led Adam and Eve to believe that God would now be 
angry with them. In that moment, fear was born. However, the truth is 
that God was not angry with Adam and Eve in the garden. Even better 
news is that he has never been and never will be angry with us. This is 
very important to know, because it helps us understand the communi-
cative process that God used in the Old Testament.
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God is a God of love and life. There is no death in him. Anything 
separated from God is death. God is angry with death because death 
destroys life and love and cannot coexist in the presence of God. The 
truth of the matter is that God’s motivation has always been love. From 
the very beginning, after Adam and Eve made the choice for death, 
God has been working on a plan for our salvation in the New Creation. 
That picture of an angry god is the dreaded monster god. This monster 
has enslaved the world and even captured many Christians, causing 
them to live in fear, walking a thin line of “proper behavior,” to once 
again avoid the judgment and anger of God.

As it is, the story of Adam and Eve is precisely where fear and the 
monster god are born. If you view God’s command not to eat from the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil as an arbitrary command, 
given to evoke obedience, you will ultimately be led to a God whose 
primary focus is on obedience, on someone who needs to be in control. 
If you believe in a God who demands that we “submit to his authority” 
and issues judgment and death when we violate his authority, then you 
will forever remain in fear of that God. If, however, you view God’s 
statement not to eat from the tree as a warning to keep us from suf-
fering the horrible consequences of a bad choice, you will be led to a 
God who is concerned about our welfare and absolutely respects our 
freedom and right to make our own choices. You will also be led to a 
God who loved us enough to bear the consequences of giving us that 
choice. You will be led to a God who took upon himself a human form, 
submitting to all of our limitations and humbling himself to the point 
of death in order to provide for us an avenue of escape, a redemptive 
path, a rescue. The fact of the matter is that these are two very different 
individuals: one is the monster god and the other is the Living God. 
The Gospel is not about the monster god. The Gospel is about the 
Living God who loves us!
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God’s gift of the garden to Adam and Eve provided a place of 
safety, beauty, and perfection. The garden and God’s love flowing to 
Adam and Eve were intimately connected. It was his love that made the 
garden safe, beautiful, and perfect. The garden was the physical mani-
festation and the objective representation of the relationship and the 
love with God that Adam and Eve enjoyed. When Adam and Eve ig-
nored God’s warning and ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, a new relationship with Satan was formed. The foundation 
of the new relationship was not love. Instead of love and relationships 
being at the heart of their reality, a new dynamic replaced love. The 
knowledge of good and evil became the prime basis, and that basis was 
centered in pride. Within the context of this new basis for relationship, 
Adam and Eve engaged in a different conversation. That is precisely 
why God’s first question was, “Who told you that you were naked?”14 
Where there had been perfection, there was now guilt. Where there 
had been beauty, there was now shame. Where there had been safety, 
there was now fear.

The fall changed everything for Adam and Eve. Everything ex-
cept God! He did not change. Our salvation ultimately rests on the 

14  Genesis 3:11.
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unchangeable nature of God’s love. Let’s look at what is alleged to have 
happened after the fall.

As we all know, God showed up. Most traditions tell us that God 
confronted the guilty parties and began handing out the required 
sentences and punishments. He pronounced a curse on the serpent. 
He declared the very ground to be cursed because of Adam. Then 
he spelled out the conditions of Adam’s and Eve’s punishment. Adam 
would have a life of struggle and toil just to make a living. Eve would 
have pain when bearing her children and would be subservient to her 
husband. Both Adam and Eve would be banished from that garden of 
perfection, safety, and beauty. A short summation is that Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God. They broke his rules. When God showed up, ev-
eryone was busted. Is that what really happened?

I’ve seen enough cop shows to know how people are treated when 
they commit a crime. When the cops show up, they don’t start by 
asking questions. The first thing the cops do is get control of the situa-
tion. They may yell, “Stop! Police!” or it might be, “Throw the weapon 
down!” It usually winds up with “Get down on the ground,” because 
their objective is to get the criminal into a submissive posture. The 
cop in charge never asks the question, “Where are you?” But that is 
exactly what God said. Look at Adam’s response when he answered 
the question. His answer was not a physical location. He didn’t say, 
“I’m here, Lord, behind the third tree on the left,” His answer was an 
emotional condition, “I was afraid,” and a spiritual condition, “I was 
naked.” God then asked two other questions. These questions primar-
ily accomplished two things: first, Adam was made to confront the 
reality that a problem existed. Second, Adam was put into the position 
of having to confront his ownership of that problem. If this sounds 
familiar, it should, because these are the first two steps that everyone 
has to take to begin honestly confronting any problem he or she might 
have. Unfortunately, Adam failed on both counts. God’s last action at 
the scene of the fall was to provide a covering for Adam and Eve in the 
form of animal skins. This was not the act of an angry deity, railing 
with righteous indignation at two guilty criminals. This was the act of 
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a loving father whose children now stood before him naked and deeply 
wounded, even if it was by their own hands.

It can be difficult to see how the new conditions that Adam and 
Eve began living under were a form of love. The first thing that we 
need to remember is that there are always real consequences for each of 
our choices. If a choice does not in some way alter your circumstances, 
then it was not a real choice to begin with. The first consequence for 
Adam and Eve was that they were now in a spiritual relationship with 
Satan. Their garden was gone. The banishment imposed by God was 
not done out of revenge, but in recognition of their decision. God al-
lowed Adam and Eve to live under conditions of sweat, toil, pain, and 
submission.

The result—that Adam and Eve would live in a hostile world—was 
inherent in their choice. Yet from God’s perspective, these new adverse 
conditions were not punishments from a divine court. Rather, they 
were reminders that their new condition of spiritual death would never 
be forgotten or ignored. Continually reminding them of their condi-
tion was the only pathway to rescue Adam, Eve, and their posterity. It 
was love that led God to allow Adam and Eve to live under the con-
stant reminders of their need for salvation. God’s primary purpose was 
not punishment, but rather to start the necessary steps toward Adam’s 
and Eve’s salvation.

In the garden, Satan misrepresented God’s motives and thus influ-
enced Adam and Eve to distrust God. Through the years, Satan has 
continued to subtly mislead us about the same kinds of things. In so 
doing, he has led many of us into the arms of the monster god—a god 
whom we often see as putting us to the test and who, when we fail, 
rains down upon us judgments of toil, pain, and death. Remember, 
once God’s motives have been distorted, then God’s character can eas-
ily be misrepresented. Once illusions have been established, then facts 
can be distorted. Many facts have been distorted for us, due to the 
father of lies, but one stands out above all others because of its impact 
on Christians. Satan has led us into misunderstanding the true nature 
of the fall. Worded differently, we do not understand the nature of 
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the problem that Adam and Eve carried with them out of the garden. 
Without understanding the true nature of a problem, we find it impos-
sible to clearly see what the solution is to that problem.

The problem created in the garden was the spiritual death of Adam 
and Eve and its transmission to all of their descendants. The problem 
was not disobedience or God’s judgment on disobedience. Disobedience 
was the pathway to the problem, but disobedience was not the problem 
itself. Likewise, the real problem was not Adam’s fear, guilt, or shame. 
Those were symptoms of the problem. The real problem was spiritual 
death. The ultimate dichotomy in the personal universe is between 
life and death. We tend to think of it as being between good and evil, 
obedience and disobedience. But the dichotomy is between life and 
death. Spiritual death means to no longer be connected to God in love 
and trust. Adam’s and Eve’s deepest spiritual nature had been altered. 
Christ explicitly declared to us that he came “That [we] may have life.”15 
He did not say that he came so that we could start being good again. 
He did not say that he came so that we could be returned to the point 
from which we fell. He came so that we could have life not by patch-
ing up the old broken us, but by creating new life. That new life is the 
New Creation: “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.”16 And finally, in 
the book of 1 Corinthians, Paul talks about what will be our final and 
ultimate victory. “When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and 
the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that 
is written: Death is swallowed up in victory.”17

Satan diverts our focus from living in the New Creation to trying 
to win a battle between good and evil and focusing us on sin. When 
he succeeds, he changes our entire perspective on what it means to 
be a Christian. We begin to see our struggle in terms of obeying the 
law, the Ten Commandments. Disobedience to the law becomes the 
primary issue in sinning. In the garden, Satan wanted mankind to 
15  John 10:10.
16  2 Corinthians 5:17.
17  1 Corinthians 15:54.
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begin functioning on the basis of the knowledge of good and evil. As 
Christians, he wants us to do the same.

Why would Satan want mankind to live in a world of good and 
evil? Keep in mind that this perception is the lie with which Satan ap-
proached Adam and Eve before the fall. “You will be like God knowing 
good and evil.”18 It seems to us as if choosing between good and evil is 
really what free will is. Furthermore, it seems as if choosing between 
good and evil is what everything is all about. We certainly seem to be 
preoccupied with that choice our entire lives. Isn’t Christianity about 
learning how to be good and to shun evil? We all know about the dan-
gers of evil, but few of us are ready for the dangers of good. In Matthew, 
we are told of an incident where Jesus really laid into this word good:

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up 
and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but 
God alone.”19

Jesus didn’t have a problem with calling God good, but he took 
issue with what this person was asking. Why? Jesus was reacting to 
the human tendency to believe that good can somehow exist apart 
from God. Let me explain. Most wars are holy wars. Take, for ex-
ample, the terrorists who flew the planes into the World Trade Center 
on 9/11/2001. These men actually believed that what they were doing 
was for god. These men sacrificed their lives for the good in which they 
believed. Yet it was a good that was separated from God.

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil produces death. 
That tree is separated from God and intimately linked to Satan and 
his nature. What kind of good is separate from God and connected 
to Satan? Let’s consider a world founded on doing good things, rather 
than on acting from love. That world is the world into which the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil led us. What is the difference 
between doing good things and acting from love? When we perform 
18  Genesis 3:5.
19  Mark 10:17–18.
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good deeds, there is a kind of credit or recognition of goodness that 
is attributed to us. Such good actions subtly become about us. Acting 
from love is not about us or what we may receive. It is motivated by, 
and responds to, the needs of others.

When those terrorists flew the planes into the World Trade Center, 
their actions had nothing to do with God. Those actions were about 
themselves and their desire to remake the world in their images. In our 
fallen world, our good deeds are connected to us. Our desires, agen-
das, and ideas of what other people should be or how they should act 
are separated from God. They are illusions because they are separated 
from love.

I don’t want to get ahead of the story. We will see this theme unfold 
as we witness how God exposes the lie of Satan. The lie is that you can 
be as God, knowing good and evil. In the next chapter, we will be deal-
ing with the law and God’s purpose in giving us the law. In Chapter 
4, we will deal with the Pharisees. We will see over and over again that 
all of our goodness is an illusion when it is separated from God. Look 
at your own life for examples. Are you having difficulties with any of 
your relationships? Maybe you are angry with a spouse, a friend, a busi-
ness associate, one of your children, or a parent? Do you feel as if you 
are right and that person is wrong? All such good and evil, right and 
wrong, separated from God is illusionary and dead. For mankind, the 
doorway into death was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

In 1 Corinthians, the apostle Paul looked at everything that 
Christians value and came to the following conclusion: “If I speak in 
the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to re-
move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I 
have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.”20 In short, we can do good acts until the sun goes down and 
still not be connected to God in love.

20  1 Corinthians 13:1–3.



S 19 s

the World of good and evIl

Life in the New Creation is completely different from the world of 
good and evil to which we are accustomed. The basis for the difference 
is that God is in the New Creation, living within us.

One of my favorite TV evangelists puts it this way: “Jesus didn’t 
come to make bad people good. He came to make dead people alive.” 
Paul said it very powerfully at the end of the seventh chapter of 
Romans. He painted a dire picture of the battle between good and evil 
that raged inside himself. “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!”21

Before we leave the garden, let’s look at one last lie born of Satan. 
Adam and Eve both knew they had a problem, which is where their 
sense of nakedness originated. They had existed from the moment of 
their creation without clothes: “The man and his wife were both na-
ked, and were not ashamed.”22 But now, their nudity was a problem. 
Did you notice the reason that Adam gave for being afraid? It was 
not that he had disobeyed and eaten from the tree. He was afraid be-
cause he was naked: “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”23 So when Adam 
stepped out from his hiding place, he was wearing an apron of fig 
leaves. Adam, with his fig leaves, was dealing with the problem, his 
nakedness, as he saw it. He voiced a concrete expression of his sense 
of guilt. God did not ask Adam, “Who took your clothes?” He asked, 
“Who told you that you were naked?”24 Adam’s nakedness was not a 
problem for God. The problem God saw was the source of Adam’s new 
awareness of nudity. The first deadly gift of the knowledge of good and 
evil was Adam’s altered perception of nakedness, resulting in his new 
sense of guilt. Adam attempted to deal with his problem by covering 
himself. That moment was the birth of all religion (which is distinct 
from spiritual life). Religion is any effort we make to be justified in the 
sight of God by dealing with our sense of guilt. All religions are the 

21  Romans 7:24–25.
22  Genesis 2:25.
23  Genesis 3:10.
24  Genesis 3:11.
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same. All religions become focused on sin and guilt, falling into the 
abyss of good and evil.

When mankind embraces good and evil, the result is fear. When 
we embrace good and evil, we can be made to feel guilty.25 And because 
of that sense of guilt, we are spiritually crippled by shame. The primary 
result of a world of good and evil is spiritual crippling. Fear, result-
ing from guilt and shame, is the defining fruit of spiritual death. The 
problem, as God saw it, was not nakedness or the guilt, fear, and shame 
that Adam felt. Adam’s spiritual death was the result of his submission 
to a lie from Satan. Now, here is where we have been going all along. 
In Christ, God’s ultimate objective was not to deal with moral guilt, 
shame, and fear, which are the fruits of spiritual death. God’s ultimate 
objective was to remove their cause, to end spiritual death. Ending our 
bondage to the tyranny of moral guilt, shame, and fear was a primary 
objective of Christ’s crucifixion. The ultimate goal of the crucifixion 
and the resurrection was to end our spiritual death and to provide the 
way to true life, spiritual life, with God. That is why Jesus said that 
he came to give us life, not morality. Jesus said that he came to give us 
life, not to teach us how to be good again or to live out the law. Jesus 
said that he came to give us life, not to patch us up in our old spiritual 
death. Jesus came to recreate us as a new humanity, a New Creation. 
Once, when speaking to some scribes and Pharisees, Jesus painted a 
powerful picture of what it meant to be patched up in the old spiri-
tual death. “You are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear 
beautiful, but within they are full of dead men’s bones.”26 Christianity 
is not about appearances, morality, or guilt. It is about a life recon-
nected to God in love. In the new life that Christ gives to us, we are 
restored to perfect love. “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear.”27

25   Multiple movements in Christian theologies have attempted to explain man’s basic problem 
as guilt feelings. Mainstream Christian theologians have rejected such explanations. They 
agree that God was dealing with a real problem when he sent Christ. If the problem merely 
consisted of feelings of guilt, then there would be no need for the historical events of Jesus’s life, 
crucifixion, and resurrection. The problem could be solved by teaching a new way of thinking. 
But in truth, Jesus had to deal with the reality of spiritual death.

26  Matthew 23:27.
27  1 John 4:18.
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If you have lived your life as a Christian, thinking that God’s great-
est gift in Christ to you was merely a release from fear, shame, and 
guilt, then you have deeper joys in Christ to experience. If you have 
believed that you dodged the bullet of God’s wrath, because Jesus took 
the hit for you, and that staying in God’s good graces is a thin line of 
moral performance, then you have not understood the heart of God. 
You have believed lies about his motives, lies that began in the garden. 
Salvation is not deliverance from the wrath of a vengeful God. Rather, 
salvation is deliverance from the lies of Satan and from the results of 
believing those lies, which include feelings of guilt, shame, and fear. I 
have heard many times that Christianity is when you give your life to 
Christ. But Christianity is really when Jesus gave his life to us. God has 
been the only one who has always loved us, no matter what.

We have heard about God’s judgment and wrath, and, too often, 
we have readily embraced and emphasized such ideas. It is ironic that 
God, our Father, is the one planning, hoping, and working to rescue 
us from our bodies of death. He is the one who is so full of love and 
mercy that he died for us so that we could have the true life that was 
forfeited in the garden. God has accepted the consequences for our 
faulty choices. “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”28

So now you might ask, “What is all of this sin stuff really about, 
and what about the law?” What a great question!

28  John 10:10.
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The Purpose of God’s Law

8

I don’t know about you, but there have been times in my life when 
I have questioned the fairness of God, in regard to my being born into 
this fallen world with a fallen nature. Why did I have to inherit this 
condition, based on what Adam and Eve did? I know that I was created 
for so much more than what exists on this broken planet. My heart and 
mind long for the day when Jesus returns and I can share fully in the 
Glory that is mine in Christ. I have seen what waits for us on the other 
side, and the best that this world has to offer looks like a burned-out 
junkyard in comparison. I’m also aware of the fact that I am an heir to 
the Glory that is mine, based on what Christ did and not through any 
effort of my own.

Thankfully, the Lord does give me glimpses of insight from time to 
time. For example, I know the necessity of answering the eternal ques-
tion “Do I want to be connected to God in love and life, or do I want 
to be bound to the illusions of Satan?” This question is inherent in our 
personal freedom. For Christians, answering this question leads us to 
the Tree of Life, found in Christ and the New Creation, where we will 
never taste of death again. What a glorious day that will be!

I confess that it is easy to lose perspective as we wrestle our way 
through the lies, banality, and death connected to the evil one. I am 
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also amazed that we still readily eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. One of the main points of God giving the law is to ex-
pose the lie of Satan: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”29 
As long as we continue to eat from this tree, we will remain bonded 
in spirit with the evil one who hates us and enslaves us in a world of 
illusion and fear.

We spent some time looking at people’s confusion about the two 
different pictures of God that they often perceive in the Bible. There 
is the God of the Old Testament, who often appears angry and venge-
ful. That God seems to demand absolute obedience, and he delivers 
sure and swift judgment when his law is violated. The God of the New 
Testament appears to be a God who is loving, gentle, long suffering, 
and forgiving. In Chapter 1, we saw that one of the reasons for this 
confusion was that we do not clearly understand God’s motives. Yet 
the confusion goes deeper than that. This confusion also comes about 
because we do not understand what God has been doing from the very 
beginning concerning our salvation. Adam donned the fig leaves in 
the garden because he believed that he could make things right again. 
However, what Adam saw as the problem and what God saw as the 
problem were completely different. Adam thought that the problem 
was that he was naked. God knew the problem was that Adam was 
acting on lies and distortions. Adam thought the problem was about 
his circumstances. God knew the problem was about Adam’s very na-
ture. Adam immediately began doing things (covering himself with 
fig leaves) to alter his circumstances. God began unfolding a plan that 
would lead to the spiritual rescue of Adam and of all his descendants 
in the New Creation.

Through lies and distortions, Satan led Adam and Eve into alien-
ation from God. He continues to do everything that he can to keep 
people alienated from God in spiritual death. Beginning with the 
fig leaves and continuing with our religious efforts, Satan convinces 
mankind that the answer to the spiritual problem is to win the battle 
between good and evil. If we manage to do so, then the problem will 

29  Genesis 3:5.
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be solved, and all will be right. Several years ago, I became angry with 
one of my favorite food store chains because of a practice that it began. 
The store started to display packages of meat with expiration dates 
on them. If the meat did not sell by those dates, then the store would 
simply change the dates and leave the meat on display. From the store’s 
perspective, it had solved a problem. Yet in reality, the store made a 
problem worse. In a similar way, trying to fix spiritual death by altering 
one’s external behavior or outer factors exacerbates the internal prob-
lem of the soul.

The prime problem in humanity is corruption in our deepest spiri-
tual nature. In our fallen state, we are unable to relate truly to God 
because of the lies embedded in us and our inability to recognize those 
lies. Our problem is spiritual death and our corresponding fallen na-
ture. One of the most lethal aspects of the lies that we began to accept 
is the belief that we can do something to correct the problem. The 
fig leaves are an example of this. That is what all religion is about. It 
doesn’t matter whether it is the Muslim religion, the Hindu religion, 
the Jewish religion, or the Christian religion. They are all proceeding 
from the same lie that there is something that we, humanity, can do to 
fix our problem. When God gave the law to the Israelites, they believed 
that it was a pattern for living. If they met the requirements of the law, 
then they would return to a proper relationship with God. This think-
ing amounted to a sleight-of-hand trick, but it did not come from God. 
It came from Satan. The law was not and is not a pattern by which we 
can live. It is, in fact, the opposite. It is God’s way of saying, “Okay, 
folks, you think that you can patch up your broken nature, begin to 
behave in different ways, and solve your problem? Then let’s see how 
successful you are when you try.” The purpose of the law was to clearly 
and exhaustively demonstrate to humanity that people could not do 
what was needed to repair the damage.

A friend of mine told me a story about a little league baseball team 
he played for when he was twelve. He was one of two pitchers, and a 
kid named Terry played center field. Terry’s dad firmly believed that 
his son should be a pitcher. So, after every game, he would go to the 
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coach and tell him that he should let Terry pitch. Terry’s dad was a 
retired, full bird colonel in the U.S. Army and was not accustomed 
to people disagreeing with him. But the coach always told him that 
Terry just was not a pitcher. This went on for nearly half the season. 
The difference of opinion between the two men grew with every game. 
It became clear to the coach that there was only one way to convince 
Terry’s father that his son could not pitch. He put Terry in to pitch the 
next game. They lost that game 15 to 3. Toward the end of the game, 
Terry’s dad was asking the coach to pull Terry, but that never hap-
pened. The coach made the boy pitch the whole ugly thing. They got 
their butts kicked thoroughly, and Terry’s dad never asked for his son 
to pitch again. That is what the law does; it teaches us. When it comes 
to solving our problem of spiritual death through our actions, we can-
not succeed. In the spiritual league, we are not pitchers. God taught us 
that lesson when he gave the law.

We were given another example of such teaching when Jesus 
stopped the stoning of a prostitute and told her to go her way and to 
sin no more. Jesus knew it was impossible for her not to sin again, but 
by giving the directive, he gave her the opportunity to recognize her 
moral impotence. Once people come to the truth and realize that they 
cannot make themselves whole again, they are left with two options: 
namely, to give up completely or to turn, broken in spirit, to God for 
help. That turning is what God has sought since the fall.

Living a life of freedom has always been about choosing and 
choices. Satan wants us to believe that our reality is filled with shades 
of gray—but it isn’t. There is no gray between life and death. There is 
no gray in the kingdom of heaven. You are either in Christ or you’re 
not. The prime purpose of the law was to lead mankind to the realiza-
tion that only God can deliver us from death. David understood this 
when he composed the 51st Psalm and cried, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”30

The law pointed to our need for a Savior because we could not 
help ourselves. In his love, God brought us to the point of realizing 

30  Psalms 51:10.
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our need for salvation. The law was a crucial instrument in getting us 
there. God’s plan for salvation was accomplished in the work of his son, 
Jesus Christ. The New Creation is the Tree of Life, and once we have 
partaken of its fruit, we will never taste death again. Paul put it this 
way: “The law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under 
a custodian.”31 Paul later wrote, “My brethren, you have died to the 
law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to 
him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit 
for God.”32 The bottom line is, the law plays no part in our salvation, 
beyond guiding us to our need for Jesus on the cross and in the resur-
rection. Jesus said, “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and 
the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 
truly I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, nor a 
dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.”33 And all was ac-
complished on that cross when Jesus said, “It is finished.”

Satan’s lie is, “You shall be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
God’s law exposes that lie to anyone living in spiritual reality. God 
started with the Ten Commandments. In essence, God was saying, 
“You want to be like me, but separated from me? Try to keep these Ten 
Commandments.” Any person who honestly tries to truly and fully 
keep the Ten Commandments soon discovers that he or she cannot. 
Yet people want to think they can. Today, millions of Christians are 
living in defeat, trying to keep the commandments.

When Jesus came on the scene, he did not make the issue of the 
law any easier. Jesus was born under the law and amplified the purpose 
of the law when he taught things such as this: “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that every-
one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart.”34 He went on to say, “If your right eye causes you 
to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that you lose one of 

31  Galatians 3:24–25.
32  Romans 7:4.
33  Matthew 5:17–18.
34  Matthew 5:27–28.



S 27 s

the PurPose of god’s laW

your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.”35 Such 
extreme measures are needed in the way of the law. And the require-
ments of the law do not get easier. “If anyone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.”36 “If anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two.”37 “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.”38 Jesus ended with the final nail that seals all of us in 
our coffins: “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.”39 You want to be like God, and you embrace Satan’s lies that 
say you can? Then try doing, in your fallen nature, what Jesus said that 
the law requires of us. Anyone in his or her right mind should perceive 
that we are thoroughly screwed if we must perfectly follow the law. Yet 
millions of Christians are living defeated lives under the bondage of 
law—trying to implement the lie of Satan.

It is enlightening to follow Jesus through the Gospels. When he 
was around religious people of his day, he would say things that seemed 
extremely harsh. “Thus when you give alms, sound no trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do.”40 “When you pray, you must not be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues, that they 
may be seen by men.”41 “When you fast, do not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites.”42 “Do not lay up for yourself treasures on earth.”43 “Not ev-
eryone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven. 
. . . On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you evildoers.”44 Keep in mind, Jesus was saying 
these things to the “good” people of his day, those who were reputed 
pillars in the community and in positions of power.

35  Matthew 5:29.
36  Matthew 5:39.
37  Matthew 5:41.
38  Matthew 5:44.
39  Matthew 5:48.
40  Matthew 6:2.
41  Matthew 6:5.
42  Matthew 6:16.
43  Matthew 6:19.
44  Matthew 7:21–23.
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What is so ironic and striking to me is how Jesus dealt with the 
people who were despised in the community, who were rejected by 
many people in that culture. “As he sat at the table in the house, be-
hold many tax collectors and sinners came and sat with Jesus and his 
disciples.”45 Let me describe to you the tax collectors in Judea in Jesus’s 
day. These tax collectors were Jews who had sold out their neighbors to 
the hated Roman government. These tax collectors made IRS agents 
look like candidates for sainthood in comparison. These tax collec-
tors would extract money from their fellow countrymen and give the 
money to the Romans, while lining their own pockets in the process. 
Not exactly the type of person you want living next door to you. Yet 
these sinners sat and ate with Jesus.

All societies have groups of people who are looked down upon, 
who are rejected from respectable society. These people are “whipping 
posts” for the self-righteous. This is the “goodness” that Satan pro-
poses. Such outcasts were attracted to and accepted by Jesus. In our 
fallen nature, we feel better about ourselves when we look down on 
others and feel morally superior. This tendency to compare ourselves 
to others and judge ourselves superior is at the core of who Satan is and 
the lies that he perpetrates. These tax collectors and sinners were hated 
by the religious community and those who thought they were keeping 
the law. Jesus said to the religious people of his day, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick . . . I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners.”46

The tax collectors and the sinners who hung out with Jesus felt 
loved and accepted by him. How in the world could this be? Jesus was 
blasting the “good” people of his day. He would say things like, “Truly, 
I say to you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”47 Jesus called those 
people a “brood of vipers.”48 Yet to the sinners who were viewed as the 
scum of the earth, he was gentle and kind. How can this be? When you 

45  Matthew 9:10.
46  Matthew 9:12–13.
47  Matthew 10:15.
48  Matthew 12:34.
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understand what Jesus was doing, the answer is simple. Those sinners 
knew that they needed a savior. They understood that they were not 
like God. Here was a man who made the blind able to see, made the 
lame to walk, and raised the dead, and he loved and accepted them.

To those who were struggling and failing under the bondage of the 
law, Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”49

The yoke of God’s law is impossible for us to bear, but we insist on 
trying to keep the law. We are caught in the illusions of our own minds 
and do not readily abandon them. The way to continue in our illusions 
is to dilute God’s law in our minds by creating a selective set of laws, 
reflecting our own sense of right and wrong. When we do this, we are 
careful to include only commandments (or understandings of com-
mandments) that do not conflict with our own behavior. We search 
for the speck in our brother’s eye, while ignoring the log in our own.

Truly evil people refuse to acknowledge their own failures. 
Furthermore, they project their evil onto others, fleeing the light of 
self-exposure and the voice of conscience. A key characteristic of this 
evil is not sin itself, but rather the refusal to acknowledge sin. Jesus 
dealt with this refusal in a parable that was shocking to the people at 
the time. He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous and despised others:

Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, “God, I thank thee that I am 
not like other men, extortionist, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give 
tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, stand-
ing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me a 

49  Matthew 11:28–30.
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sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other.50

Let’s see how Jesus dealt with the religious people of his day. Man’s 
religion exists in Christian churches, in Judaism, and in all other reli-
gions. Man’s religion has always been the enemy of God. Let’s examine 
why this is true.

50  Luke 18:9–14.
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8

When you think about it, the scribes and the Pharisees have re-
ally received a lot of negative press from Christians over the years. Of 
course, part of the reason is because of the written Gospels in the New 
Testament. At times, Jesus was exceedingly harsh with both of these 
groups, whose members represented the religious climate of his day. I 
believe it is imperative to understand why Jesus was so angry with these 
people.

Why God picked this point in history to reveal his plan of salvation 
in Christ is only open for speculation. Yet in part, I believe he picked 
this time because religion was at its pinnacle. Let’s go back in history to 
when Jesus walked the earth to get a feel for what that religious climate 
looked like and how it came into being.

There was a general belief among Jews that God had punished 
Israel by delivering the nation into the hands of other countries, for 
failing to follow the law. Now, having returned to their homeland, 
and even though still under Roman rule, some key leaders resolved 
that they would never again come under bondage because of their 
rebellion. These men were determined to follow God and honor his 
commandments so that Israel would receive his blessing, rather than 
incur his punishment. The nation gave birth to several fanatical groups 
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dedicated to promoting holiness. At the forefront of this movement 
was a group that came to be known as the Pharisees.

It is impossible to tie a specific name or date to the founding of 
the Pharisees. What information we have about them has come from 
Jewish historians, the New Testament, the rabbinical writings of the 
third century A.D., and references contained in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Within these sources, it is agreed the Pharisees emerged, along with the 
Sadducees, sometime after the ruthless attempt by Antiochus Epiphanes 
to rid the region of Jewish influence in the mid-second century B.C. 
This attempt had led to the Maccabean revolt (165 B.C.), which was 
successful in thwarting the destruction of the Jewish culture.

It was opposition to this destruction of the Jewish culture that led 
to the rise of the Pharisees as a significant force in Jewish life. In order 
to oppose this tendency, the Pharisees developed a system of education. 
At the core of this system were the elevation of the synagogues and 
the teaching of the Torah. These were the backbone of the Pharisaic 
movement.

Surprisingly, the Pharisees were considered to be the progressive 
element within the Jewish culture. They believed not only in the Torah 
but also in the Talmud. The Talmud was the oral interpretation of the 
written law. In the minds of the Pharisees, the Talmud was not set in 
stone. This allowed for a certain degree of intellectual freedom, which 
was very rare for the time period.

The Pharisees believed in resurrection from the dead, which many 
believed did not seem to have any basis in the Old Testament. They 
believed in the inner life of the spirit, in a rudimentary fashion, and 
they deeply believed in the promise of a coming Messiah. All of these 
beliefs were shared by Jesus and his disciples.

Even among modern Jews, there is respect for the Pharisees. 
These men were “freedom fighters” and heroes of the people’s liber-
ation, men who helped preserve God’s people and laws. These men 
accepted the scriptures as God-given and were dedicated students of 
the Old Testament. They kept the ceremonial laws, tithed sacrificially, 
and looked forward to the coming Messiah. The Pharisees were also 
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distinguished from their peers by their views on women. They tended to 
value women much more than their contemporaries did. Theologically, 
they were more progressive than others of their day. They were the 
“people’s party,” and their influence was felt far beyond their num-
bers. However, most of the Pharisees had no scribal education. They 
were just people who wanted to live godly lives. The Pharisees sepa-
rated themselves from the people around them, whom they viewed 
as worldly. The Pharisees held a deep conviction that man has free 
will with respect to morality. The Talmud states that “everything is in 
God’s hands except godliness.” It was the Pharisees who took the Bible 
out of the Temple and brought it into the local synagogues and people’s 
homes. The Pharisees favored prayer over sacrifice; they believed in the 
immortality of the soul. They believed in Heaven and taught that re-
demption came from faith, repentance, and good deeds. The Pharisees 
were progressive thinkers and took purity away from the priest and 
made each individual responsible.

The connection between the Pharisees and the scribes was very 
close. Nearly all of the scribes were Pharisees, and many of the Pharisees 
were scribes. The main difference between them may best be described 
by stating that the Pharisees were a party, while the scribes were in 
most respects a class. One might say you have the teachers and the 
taught. The scribes in the New Testament were often referred to as 
lawyers or teachers of the law. They not only studied the finer points of 
the law, but also explained their interpretations to their congregations.

The Pharisaic movement went through several stages of develop-
ment, and many Pharisees, as a group, were involved in politics and 
national policy making. This seemed to have been the situation during 
the time of Jesus.

It is difficult for us in our culture to comprehend the structure of 
the theocratic government at the time of Christ. Within this structure, 
however, the most important group in Israel was the Pharisees. The 
Pharisees were religious fundamentalists who were extremely devoted 
to obeying hosts of man-made traditions and commandments. Most of 
them believed that only descendants of Abraham were loved by God. 



From Death t o LiFe

S 34 s

Salvation was thus available only to Jews. Of course, this attitude led 
to a hatred of all gentiles. There were numerous agreements specifically 
meant to force separation between Jews and gentiles. Even entering the 
house of a gentile or purchasing food from one could cause defilement. 
These edicts became the law in Israel.

One would need literally hundreds of pages to adequately lay out all 
of the rules and the various religious sects at the time of Jesus. The his-
tory books and the New Testament do not present a simple picture of 
the relationship between the Pharisees and Jesus. There were Pharisees 
who warned Jesus of a plot against his life (Luke 13:31). Some of them 
even believed in Jesus. Yet for the most part, the Pharisees could not 
reconcile Jesus and his actions and claims with their own understand-
ing of piety and godliness. And in the end, they crucified him.

Again, back to my question: why did God pick this time in history 
to present his ultimate plan of salvation in Christ? I believe in part it 
was because religion was at its pinnacle. If you were to take the scribes 
and the Pharisees out of the Gospels, you would eliminate a great deal 
of what Jesus had to say. It was almost as if Jesus was saying, “If you 
want a clear understanding of who God is, he is not like the Pharisees.” 
In reality, all religion is conceived in the mind of Satan. Let’s see why 
this is so.

Take a look at just a few examples of the confrontations between 
Jesus and the Pharisees.

“And as he sat at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples. And when 
the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples ‘Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?’”51

“At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath; 
his disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck ears of grain and to 
eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, ‘Look, your dis-
ciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.’”52

51  Matthew 9:10–11.
52  Matthew 12:1–2.
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“Then scribes and Pharisees came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
said, ‘Why do your disciples transgress the traditions of the elder?’”53

“And Pharisees came up to him and tested him saying, ‘Is it lawful 
to divorce one’s wife for any cause?’”54

These are all instances when Jesus was approached by the Pharisees, 
and he responded to their questions. In other instances, Jesus spoke 
about the Pharisees to his disciples, apart from any provocation on the 
part of the Pharisees or shortly after such provocations. It is within 
these instances that we can begin to understand the true issue that 
Jesus had with these people.

“When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to 
bring any bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Take heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’ And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, ‘We brought no bread.’ But Jesus, aware of this, 
said, ‘O men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves the 
fact that you have no bread?’ .  .  . How is it that you fail to perceive 
that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.’ Then they understood that he did not tell them to 
beware of the leaven of bread but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.”55

Yet in another instance, Jesus tells his disciples, “Saying, ‘The 
scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat, so practice and observe what-
ever they tell you, but . . .’”56 The verse continues, and we’ll return in 
just a moment, because the remainder of the verse holds the answer. 
But let’s look at what has been said in order to understand what Jesus 
is not saying. In the previous quote, the disciples have been told to 
beware of the teaching (some translations use the word doctrine) of 
the Pharisees, yet in the second quote, they are told to observe all that 
the Pharisees say. The word translated as “teaching” or “doctrine” here 
is the issue. The New Testament Greek has two words that are both 
translated as “teaching/doctrine.” The first, didaskalia, is referring to 

53  Matthew 15:1–2.
54  Matthew 19:3.
55  Matthew 16:5–12.
56  Matthew 23:2–3.
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the content of what is taught, while the word didache refers to the act 
of teaching itself. The word used here is didache, thus does not refer 
to their beliefs or the content of their teachings. It refers to the act 
of teaching itself. Jesus told the disciples to follow what the Pharisees 
taught, even though the Pharisees themselves did not practice “what” 
they taught. They were actually being told to beware of the Pharisees 
themselves, in terms of the lives they were leading, but for a specific 
reason.

Let’s finish the quote: “But not what they do; for they preach, but 
do not practice.” The issue that Jesus was addressing with the Pharisees 
concerned their hypocrisy, not the content of their teachings or their be-
liefs. The Gospel of Luke confirms this with a more precise declaration: 
“In the meantime, when they were gathered together an innumerable 
multitude of people, insomuch that they trod one upon another, he 
began to say unto his disciples first, ‘Beware ye of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”57 If the Pharisees of the New Testament 
teach us anything, it is that it is entirely possible to have very good and 
accurate sets of beliefs but not be connected to the heart of God in love.

In his book Behind History, Ray Stedman also comments on this 
same subject. “Jesus frequently spoke of leaven. He said to his disciples, 
‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.’ Luke adds: ‘The leaven of the 
Pharisees is hypocrisy,’ pretending to be something you are not, pre-
tending to a status before God which you don’t actually possess, being 
phony, putting on an outward appearance of religiosity but inwardly 
still having the same old evil thoughts and angry moods and bitter atti-
tudes. That is the leaven of the Pharisees.”58 Hypocrisy, the covering up 
of what is truly on the inside by an outward appearance, isn’t uncom-
mon. That is what the figs leaves were all about in the garden. That is 
what religion is all about everywhere. Our history in general, and our 
lives individually, are two streams that flow beside each other, the one 
stream of religion forever attempting to return to God through human 
effort and human goodness, and the stream of God’s love and grace.

57  Luke 12:1.
58  Ray Stedman, Behind History (Waco, TX: Word Incorporated, 1976), p. 87.
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It was the collision of these two streams that led to Christ’s con-
frontation with the Pharisees. The Pharisees, by insisting on adherence 
to the law, were embracing the age-old assumption that the actions of 
man could build the bridge back to life from man’s spiritual state of 
death. In reality, they were opposing the very provision of God himself 
in the person of Jesus.

Okay, so the Pharisees were hypocrites. The lesson here is just don’t 
be a hypocrite, right? Yet Jesus, in pointing out the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees, was actually aiming at something much larger than sim-
ply their hypocrisy. We encountered something exactly like this earlier 
when we looked at the purpose of the law. When God gave the law to 
the Jews, they came to believe that keeping the law was the issue. In 
reality, the law and the efforts to keep it were meant to lead to some-
thing much bigger. The law was, to use a medical analogy, simply a 
diagnostic tool that the Jews confused for the cure. It was kind of like 
confusing the thermometer that reveals the fever with the aspirin that 
relieves it. The law and the inability to keep it were really meant to ex-
pose and reveal the existence of spiritual death, thus driving mankind 
back to God for healing. Instead, the Jews came to believe that keeping 
the law itself would bring about healing and a restored relationship 
with God. If we see the importance of what Jesus was doing with the 
Pharisees as simply revealing their hypocrisy, we have missed the point.

The main purpose of the law was to prove that keeping the law was 
impossible. When we claim to have done or to be able to do that which 
is impossible—namely, keeping the law—only one of two outcomes 
will happen. The first is that we just give up. The second is that we be-
gin to live in denial, seemingly believing that we have done that which 
can’t be done. Denial always plays itself out in front of two audiences. 
The first one is ourselves, and the second one is in the world. When we 
are the audience, denial becomes self-righteousness. When the audi-
ence is the rest of the world, denial becomes hypocrisy.

Jesus was angry with the Pharisees because they were hiding the 
truth and spreading a spirit of death in the nation he came to save. In 
reality, the Pharisees, with all of their rituals, sacrifices, and religiosity, 
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did not have a clue who God was, in spite of how they appeared before 
men. God is love. Everything God had instituted in the Old Testament, 
including the law, the sacrificial systems, and the prophets, was de-
signed so that man could make the choice for life. That choice would 
reflect that man was helpless to escape the lie of Satan, the lie being 
that we can find meaning, freedom, joy, peace, and love separated from 
God. Mankind spiritually died after entering into union with Satan, 
and people believed they could be like God or independent from God. 
The thought that we are able to keep God’s commandments stands in 
total agreement with the lie of Satan. Yet in truth, we cannot keep the 
commandments. The law brings mankind to the point of desperation 
and brokenness.

This is precisely why Jesus said in Matthew, “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek for they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called sons of God.”59 The 
righteousness and the purity they were seeking was standing before 
them in the flesh: the one who had been promised.

Many of the Pharisees hated Jesus. The Pharisees were the religious 
“fat cats” of Jesus’s day. They did not feel poor in spirit. To the con-
trary, the Pharisees felt that they had it all together. In this religious 
environment, Jesus threw down the gauntlet: “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace but a 
sword.”60 “He who finds his life will lose it and he who loses his life for 
my sake will find it.” Jesus openly rebuked the Pharisees when he said 
of them, “How can you speak good when you are evil?”61

When you think about it, to some bystanders this must have been 
very confusing. Here Jesus is hanging around with all sorts of riffraff 

59  Matthew 5:3–9.
60  Matthew 10:34.
61  Matthew 12:34.
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and befriending these outcasts and performing miracles, while blasting 
the people who were revered as the spiritual leaders of that day and in 
positions of power. And to call them evil, what in the world did Jesus 
mean?

Let me put the question this way: “What is the difference between 
a sinner and one who is evil?” An evil person is one who has crossed 
over the line and is characterized by a refusal to tolerate the sense of 
his or her own sinfulness. Man separated from God and under the law 
will feel guilt. The reason that we feel guilt is that we can’t keep the 
law. The lie of Satan is just that. It’s a lie. You can’t be like God, know-
ing good and evil. Fear and guilt under the law is a good thing. Can 
you imagine living in a country without law? Overnight, men would 
become like animals. Not being under the law and without guilt or re-
straint, you have Ted Bundy, Hitler, and millions of others in the world 
who have committed untold atrocities by being given over to evil.

It doesn’t take much discernment to come to the conclusion that 
serial killers and child molesters have been given over to evil. It is easy 
to see that these people have crossed over a line into death, but what 
about the religious? How could Jesus call these people evil?

Good and evil in reality are connected to a spirit. Good is con-
nected to God and his Spirit, and his Spirit is connected to life and 
liveliness. In this Spirit, we have love, joy, peace, and a host of other 
attributes that make life good. These attributes are good because they 
are connected to the creator God. Satan has been evil and a liar and a 
murderer from the beginning. Satan creates nothing but illusion and 
death. Satan kills life and liveliness, and the “good” that Satan prom-
ised is a lie. Saint Therese of Lisieux put it this way, when speaking of 
what it means to be a Christian: “If you are willing to serenely bear 
the trial of being displeasing to yourself, then you will be for Jesus a 
pleasant place of shelter.” Not only did the Pharisees not bear the trial 
of being displeasing to themselves when confronted with the Messiah, 
the very one they were promised, they killed him. This is the spirit of 
Satan and the Antichrist.
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It is not uncommon in religion for people to sacrifice others to 
preserve their own self-image of perfection. We see this all the time 
in our country. I’ve witnessed many people in the name of God pick-
ing on homosexuals, Muslims, and a hoard of other sinners and sins 
they deem inappropriate and feel morally superior to. Psychologists 
call this “scapegoating.” These people sacrifice others to preserve their 
self-image. Deep down, evil people feel themselves to be faultless, but 
sooner or later they find themselves in conflict with others. Invariably, 
they perceive the conflict to be the other person’s fault. Because they 
must deny their own sin, they must perceive others as sinful. The evil 
never think of themselves as evil. Just look at how utterly dedicated the 
Pharisees were to preserving their own self-image of perfection. One 
Pharisee said of Jesus, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons” 
(Matthew 9:34). These same people unceasingly engage in an effort to 
maintain the appearance of moral purity. Most are very aware of, and 
sensitive to, social norms and what others might think about them. 
The “goodness” is all on the level of pretense. This pretense is at the 
core of who Satan is, and it is the lie. This is the spirit that crucified 
Christ. It was into this world that Jesus came, and he came for us. He 
came to give us his life, and he knew it would cost him his own. Jesus 
knew that it was impossible to patch up the old nature. He came so 
that we could live to be totally free from the bondage of guilt and law. 
This life of Jesus is the New Creation:

I am crucified with Christ: nonetheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me. I do not frustrate 
the grace of God: for if righteousness came by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain.62

62  Galatians 2:20–21. 
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Can you imagine what it must have been like for the disciples and 
Jesus’s followers when word got out that he had been taken captive 
from the Garden of Gethsemane?63 Many of these people had been with 
him throughout his ministry. They had been there when Jesus turned 
water into wine. They had witnessed Jesus feeding the multitudes with 
a few fish and a few loaves of bread. Some were there when he walked 
on water. He had healed the sick and made the blind to see. He cast out 
demons and raised the dead. He spoke with authority, and his words 
had pierced their hearts. All of this came to an end with a kiss, when 
he was betrayed by one of those closest to him.

Can you imagine their disillusionment when Jesus was placed in 
chains and beaten almost beyond human endurance? He was stripped 
of all dignity when they placed a crown of thorns on his head. There 
were those who knew that he was the Messiah. Yet how could this be? 
Jesus appeared to be totally powerless.

Jesus had warned his disciples about what was going to happen to 
him. “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.”64 He had also said to them, “You 
will all fall away because of me this night; for it is written, I will strike 

63  Matthew 12:56.
64  Matthew 20:28.
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the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”65 It was as 
if his disciples could not hear his words. Peter boldly declared to Jesus, 
“Though they fall away because of you I will never fall away.”66 Yet 
Jesus knew that Peter spoke without understanding.

The entire Old Testament and all of the rites and rituals that God 
had given to the Jews contained countless “pictures” of the death of 
Jesus within them. The priesthood was structured as a statement about 
the life and the ministry of the Messiah to come. The sacrificial system 
held a perfect depiction of the death that Jesus was to endure. Yet the 
most striking imagery is in the Passover meal, what Christians politely 
refer to as “the last supper.” This traditional meal had been observed in 
exactly the same way, using exactly the same procedures and symbol-
izing exactly the same thing, by the Jews for well over twelve centuries. 
It is the meal that Christ and his disciples had gathered together to eat 
that night, just hours before his crucifixion. And they would have done 
it exactly as every other Jew did it that very night in Jerusalem.

The Passover meal consisted of four different cups of wine, three 
individual loaves of unleavened bread, and a main course. In Jesus’s 
day, the main course would have been a meal of lamb with all of the 
trimmings. The first cup of wine was taken simply as a declaration 
that a Passover meal was going to be eaten, but the actual ceremony 
began with the next activity. The three loaves of bread would be placed 
in a napkin having three compartments sewn into it. The loaf in the 
middle compartment would be taken out, broken, and then wrapped 
inside another napkin. It would then be hidden, usually underneath 
the cushion of the head of household. The second cup of wine would 
be poured out, one drop at a time, to symbolize the plagues that God 
visited on the Pharaoh in Egypt. As Christians looking back at this 
ceremony, we can now easily understand that the three loaves of un-
leavened bread were symbolic of the three persons of the trinity. The 
second loaf, which is removed and broken and “buried,” is the second 
person of the trinity, Jesus Christ. After this second cup of wine, the 
main course would be eaten. It is at this point that Matthew picked 

65  Matthew 26:31.
66  Matthew 26:33.



S 43 s

death, resurrectIon, and Pentecost

up the narrative in his Gospel with Christ and the disciples the night 
before Jesus’s death.

The next thing that happens in the Passover celebration is that the 
head of the household reaches underneath his cushion and retrieves 
(resurrects) the hidden loaf of bread and further breaks it into pieces, 
giving a piece to each person sitting at the table. This is what Jesus had 
done just before he gave each of his disciples their piece of bread, say-
ing, as he handed it to them, “Take, this is my body.”67

After this, Jesus would have poured for each of his disciples the 
third cup of wine in the Passover meal. This glass is called “the cup of 
redemption.” Once again, as Jesus poured out these portions, he said, 
“Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”68 The final cup of 
wine in this ceremony is called “Elijah’s cup,” and it symbolizes the 
future proclamation of the arrival of the Jewish Messiah. Jesus did not 
partake of this cup that night. At this point, he stopped and declared, 
“I tell you I shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”69

My personal belief is that the forth cup of wine we will drink with 
Jesus in heaven is indeed the new wine spoken of in Christ’s parable 
of the new wine and the old wineskins. It was also symbolized in the 
wine contained in Jesus’s first miracle at the wedding feast in Cana, 
when he changed water into wine. That miracle was a declaration of 
the difference between life and death: the water, which in the Bible is 
symbolic of natural birth, and the new wine symbolizing the life of 
the New Creation. In this miracle, Jesus took that which is colorless, 
odorless, and tasteless, devoid of anything that resembles vibrant life, 
and changed it into that which is robust, powerful, pleasant to the 
taste and smell, even intoxicating to enjoy. I also believe that this is the 
cup of wine that will initiate the lamb’s wedding feast in heaven. Just 
as the first cup of wine in the Passover celebration declared the begin-
ning of that festival, the cup of new wine at the lamb’s wedding feast 
67  Matthew 26:26.
68  Matthew 26:27–28.
69  Matthew 26:29.
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will declare the beginning of the never-ending festival of new life and 
eternity. At that feast, we will declare, just as those gathered at the wed-
ding feast in Cana declared, “Every man serves the good wine first; and 
when they have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept 
the good wine until now.”70 The bread at that meal will also be the fruit 
from the Tree of Life: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree 
of life, which is in the paradise of God.”71

Having said all of that, we still have the question, Why did Jesus 
have to die? I think at one level, all Christians have struggled with this 
question. We don’t see an answer any more clearly than the disciples 
did. Over the years, I’ve heard all sorts of reasons for why Jesus had to 
die. Personally, the most outrageous reason I ever heard was that Jesus 
had to die to appease God’s anger toward sin and sinners. This belief 
has forever been connected with the perception that God’s directive 
in the garden to refrain from eating from the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil was a command issued to require obedience. It was, 
however, as we saw in Chapter 1, a warning about the consequences of 
a free-will choice offered in complete freedom to Adam and Eve. For 
literally hundreds of years, many Christians have lived with a God so 
angry that his own son had to die to appease that anger. Those who 
make such statements simply do not know who God is. It is true that 
God will not enter into a relationship of death. Love and life cannot 
be married to non-love and death. God will not deny who he is. God 
made us in his image, and we have to choose. But after the fall, man 
found himself helpless and bound to the lies of Satan. It is also true 
that the overriding problem in the garden was spiritual death. Yet just 
as devastating was mankind’s conscience, which had now been cor-
rupted through the accusations and the lies of Satan. This was the 
issue being dealt with on the cross. The writer of the book of Hebrews 
expressed the true healing power of Christ’s death on the cross for us in 
Chapter 10 when he wrote,
70  John 2:10.
71  Revelations 2:7.
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Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter 
the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way which he opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water.72

The cleansing of our conscience was accomplished with Christ’s 
shed blood upon the cross. That was entirely an act of love and had 
absolutely nothing to do with anger. Christ on the cross was providing 
for us the healing that we needed, not appeasing the anger of his Father 
who offered him freely because of our need.

“Hell is essentially a state of being which we fashion for ourselves: 
a state of final separateness from God which is the result not of God’s 
repudiation of man, but man’s repudiation of God and a repudiation 
which is eternal precisely because it has become in itself immovable.”73 
In reality, God is the only one who can deliver us from death. “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believed in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him.”74 Does that sound like the monster god who needs to 
take his anger out on his own son?

Let me put this in very human terms. I have several good friends 
whom I love and care for. But if I had to take my son and kill him so 
that my friends could live, they would be in deep trouble. Actually, 
they would all die before I would sacrifice my son to die for them.

I have also heard it said that God can have nothing to do with sin. 
Well, if you are a sinner like me, that means God can have nothing to 
do with me. This idea is usually spoken of when explaining Christ’s 
cry from the cross, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”75 

72  Hebrews 10:19–22.
73  M. Scott Peck, People of the Lie (New York: Touchstone, 1983), p. 73.
74  John 3:16–17.
75  Matthew 27:46.
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The perception is that when Christ became sin for us, God then had 
to turn away because he could not look upon sin. God’s turning away 
from Christ at that moment had absolutely nothing to do with God’s 
inability to look at sin. God withdrew from Christ to allow Christ to 
die. Death cannot happen in union with God, and Christ had that 
union with the Father. For true death to occur, God withdrew. Where 
God is, there is no death. Period! The fact of the matter is, God is the 
only one who can deal with our sins. Jesus took all of our sins unto 
himself in love, so we could be free from the bondage of guilt and sin 
and death. Christ died for the sins of the entire world! Does that sound 
like a God who can’t have anything to do with sin?

But still, we come back to this issue of why Jesus had to die for 
our sins. Satan wanted and chose to be as God, yet Satan is not God, 
nor can he create anything but death and illusion. It is true that Satan 
has tremendous power, and, in and of ourselves, we are utterly help-
less as we are bound to him in death. Satan’s power, however, is only 
connected to the lie and is an energy that draws us to it like a moth 
to a flame. If we were to examine some of the characteristics of Satan, 
we would find envy, jealousy, anger, dissention, unforgiveness, pride, 
selfishness, and a number of other attributes, all void of life and love.

Let’s take one of the characteristics of Satan’s nature and examine 
it. Unforgiveness! If you have ever really been hurt, and I mean deeply 
hurt, you know how impossible it is to forgive without love. We can 
pretend we’re not hurt. We can hate and want nothing to do with 
the other person as we seek revenge. We can go to our graves hating 
this person, but we cannot change unforgiveness. The only way out of 
unforgiveness is through death. One has to die to one’s loveless self. 
Unforgiveness is a kind of living death. Not so with God. When Christ 
entered death for us, he did something no one else could do or has ever 
done. He came out the other side. I’m not talking about resuscitation, 
similar to Lazarus and others who have come back, only to die again. 
I’m talking about coming out the other side of death, never to die 
again. Christ is the Tree of Life found in the Garden of Eden.76 God 

76  Genesis 3:22.



S 47 s

death, resurrectIon, and Pentecost

protected us from eating of that tree until we were ready. In Christ, the 
death of unforgiveness is swallowed up in love. And because of his love 
living in us, we can forgive. Christ accomplished what the law could 
not do. The ultimate reason that Christ had to die was to fulfill God’s 
plan to rescue mankind from spiritual death. That plan was to allow 
mankind to participate in the New Creation, and that New Creation 
lived inside the heart of the resurrected Christ. There is no resurrection 
without death to the old nature. Christ emerged as the first born from 
the dead into the New Creation. In Christ, we are a new race of people. 
From that cross, he said to everyone everywhere, “Father, forgive them 
for they know not what they do.”77 It was finished.

Resurrection
Everything for Christians rests on the resurrection of Christ. Have 

you ever lost someone you dearly loved, and you feel that hollow, empty 
feeling of loss after that person’s death? Grief washes over you, because 
there is a finality to death. All of life seems pointless at such moments, 
and life appears to be a mist that exists for a moment in time, only to 
disappear.

It is with little wonder that the disciples and the followers of Jesus 
were completely disillusioned and lost as Jesus was laid in the tomb, 
and the stone was rolled shut. Talk about a hopeless situation! These 
followers of Christ were betting that Jesus was the Messiah, and now 
he lay buried in a tomb. It doesn’t get any darker than that. Confusion 
and utter despair were the order of the day.

Unbeknownst to his followers, who had put their faith and trust in 
him, they were about to witness an event that is unparalleled in all of 
history. Jesus was going to be raised from the dead. When God created 
the world, he did so with his word as he spoke the world into existence. 
Yet the power displayed at the creation pales in comparison to what 
took place in that tomb. God entered into death, swallowed it up, and 
came out the other side. There is no greater power than this.

77  Luke 23:34.
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When you read the Gospel of John, what stands out is what Jesus 
had to say right after his resurrection. Mary, his mother, had been 
weeping because she felt that someone had carried him away. Jesus 
came to her and said, “Do not hold me for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”78 Those words 
that Jesus spoke to his mother summarized what Jesus accomplished 
for all of us who are in Christ. We are free from the chains of Satan 
and the death that Satan brought for all of mankind. Death has been 
swallowed up, and we have been brought back into an intimate rela-
tionship with our Father. God did for us that which we could not do 
for ourselves, when he took our sin and death unto himself and came 
out the other side. There is no greater love than this. The only thing we 
need to do is to receive the gift by accepting what Jesus did for us. We 
are trusting in the finished work of Christ. Period! That is the Gospel.

Pentecost
Before his death, in preparing his disciples for his departure, Jesus 

said to them, “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the counselor will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”79

After the resurrection and before his ascension, Jesus told his dis-
ciples not to depart from Jerusalem but to wait for the Holy Spirit.80 
Then he said to them, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all of Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”81

“When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all to-
gether in one place. Suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush 
of a mighty wind and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.”82 
The Holy Spirit, as promised, had come.

78  John 20:15–17.
79  John 16:7.
80  Acts 1:4–5.
81  Acts 1:8.
82  Acts 2:2.
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When the disciples gathered on this day, they were once again par-
ticipating in a feast that had been observed for as many years as Passover 
had been observed, the Jewish Festival of Weeks. In all truthfulness, they 
had no idea of what was about to happen to them at this year’s celebra-
tion. They were simply prepared to once again celebrate as they had every 
other year of their lives, but this year they were in for a surprise. The 
word Pentecost means “fiftieth,” and the festival was so named because it 
was celebrated fifty days after the Passover Feast. Besides being known as 
the Festival of Weeks, it was also called the Festival of Harvest.83 Another 
name for it was the Festival of the First Fruits.84 Yet there was one other 
significant part of Jewish history that it also called to remembrance: the 
giving of the law at Mount Sinai. It is no accident that God chose this 
day to give mankind the gift of the Comforter.

God was once again bringing forth life from that which was dead. 
The law brought death, and the Holy Spirit brought life. The Spirit 
was granted on the very day that the giving of the law was celebrated. 
God was saying, “The death that was in the law is finished, and life in 
the Spirit has come in its place.” Consider the vast difference between 
what happened on the day Moses came down from the mountain with 
the law and what happened the day that the Spirit of Life arrived.

The scene at Sinai unfolded like this: Moses descended from the 
mountain with the tablets of the Ten Commandments to find the 
golden calf that Aaron had fashioned at the request of the people. After 
smashing the tablets on the calf in disgust, Moses began to show Israel 
what a relationship with God would look like under the law. “And 
when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let 
them break loose, to their shame among their enemies), then Moses 
stood in the gate of the camp and said, ‘Who is on the Lord’s side? 
Come to me.’ And all of the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 
to him. And he said, ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel, “Put every man 
his sword on his side, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his compan-
ion, and every man his neighbor.”’ And the sons of Levi did according 

83  Exodus 23:16.
84  Numbers 28:26.
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to the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day about three 
thousand men.”85

In Jerusalem, the arrival of the Holy Spirit had a very different 
effect. The first manifestation of the Spirit was the bridging of the 
differences that had divided mankind since the tower of Babel. The 
disciples began to speak to each of the various people present in his or 
her own native tongue. The next result was that the disciple Peter deliv-
ered an eloquent discourse on Christ: he described Christ’s death and 
resurrection, expounded brilliantly on Jewish history, and interpreted 
the prophet Joel in a way that nobody had ever heard the prophets 
interpreted before. You need to remember that this was Peter. Jesus 
loved him, but Peter seldom ever got anything right. Yet on this day, 
he had gone from being an inarticulate, bubble-brained fisherman to a 
polished orator in the blink of an eye. And what was the final impact 
of the arrival of the Spirit of Life? “So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”86 
The day the law arrived, three thousand had died. The day the Holy 
Spirit arrived, three thousand were saved. The law had brought death, 
but the Spirit had delivered life. Something brand new had been born 
on the Festival of First Fruits.

Who is the Holy Spirit, and what exactly does the Holy Spirit do? 
First, the Holy Spirit is our inheritance in Christ. There is no Christian 
life apart from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the same spirit that was 
in Jesus. When Jesus was baptized by John, the scriptures say, “Behold, 
the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on Him.”87 Just prior to this event, John the Baptist 
said, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”88 The Holy Spirit is our 
personal counselor, who guides us in the New Creation. It is impossible 
to live the Christian life without the presence of the Holy Spirit.

85  Exodus 32:25–28.
86  Acts 2:41.
87  Matthew 3:16.
88  Matthew 3:11.



S 51 s

death, resurrectIon, and Pentecost

When Paul was writing his letter to the Galatians, he said, “If we 
live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”89 He also said, “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-control.”90 There is no New Creation and no 
love apart from the Holy Spirit. Later, we will examine the beautiful 
and miraculous ways in which the Holy Spirit guides us.

89  Galatians 5:25.
90  Galatians 5:22–23.
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Moving toward Redemption

8

The Bible provides a progressive revelation of God’s working in the 
lives of people throughout history to bring about his plan of redemp-
tion. The great drama started in the Garden of Eden, when Adam 
and Eve chose to ignore God’s warning not to eat from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. The drama will finally end when Christ 
returns for the second time, and he comes in Glory. “When he comes 
he will wipe away every tear from our eyes and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away. Behold, I make all things new.”91

When God created man and woman in his image, he gave us do-
minion over every living thing on earth. Yet when mankind ate from 
the forbidden tree, death entered the world. Man and woman no lon-
ger were free but rather were enslaved to Satan in a union of illusion, 
bondage, and fear. Satan is the ruler of this world, in which we are all 
prisoners. From Genesis to Revelations, we get glimpses of the great 
struggle involved in our redemption. Paul, in the eighth chapter of 
Romans, states, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the re-
vealing of the sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope. Because 
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain 

91  Revelations 21:4–5.
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the glorious liberty of the children of God.”92 Jesus was very clear on 
this issue when he said, “My kingship is not of this world.”93

Sometimes we feel as if we are in an epic struggle, a war between 
good and evil. It is as if God and Satan are in the ring, going toe-to-toe, 
as we wait for a victor to emerge. Yet the fact of the matter is, noth-
ing could be further from the truth. In the book of Job, it is God who 
comes to Satan and asks the question “Whence have you come?” Satan 
appears to be a lost vagabond and answers, “From going to and fro on 
the earth.”94 Then it is God who says, “Have you considered my ser-
vant Job, that there is none like him on the earth?”95 And Satan replies, 
“Has thou not put a hedge about him and all that he has?”96 There is no 
power struggle going on between God and Satan. When Jesus walked 
this earth as a man, he had complete authority over the demonic, and 
the demons knew it. Even when Satan tempted Jesus and offered him 
all of the kingdoms of the world and the Glory of them, Jesus said to 
him, “Be gone, Satan!”97 And the devil left him. When God swallowed 
up death through the resurrection of Christ, the battle for mankind 
was over. Satan knows his time is short. The battle is not between God 
and Satan and never was. The battle is for mankind and our choice. 
For the Christian, the battle is whether we will trust in the resurrection 
or continue to be trapped in Satan’s world of good and evil. For the 
Christian, the battle is between believing what God tells us is true or 
believing what Satan is saying to us through our fear and guilt. God 
has done everything we need for our salvation, but we must choose. 
We will either put our trust in the one who loves us, or we will trust in 
the god of this world out of fear. The sad reality is that Satan wants to 
convince us that there is a real battle between him and God, when it is 
actually an illusion. There is a very good reason for this. You see, before 
God, Satan stands in utter defeat.

92  Romans 8:18–21.
93  John 18:36.
94  Job 1:7.
95  Job 1:8.
96  Job 1:10.
97  Matthew 4:8–10.
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“And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet were, and they 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”98 Hell is essentially 
a state of being that we fashion for ourselves, a state of final separation 
from God, which is the result not of God’s repudiation of man, but 
of man’s repudiation of God—a repudiation that is eternal precisely 
because it has become, in itself, immovable.99

I wanted to write this book and have sought the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in doing so. My burning desire is to communicate the 
Gospel and what that means in regards to the New Creation. Although 
religion has gained a huge foothold in our culture, it is no more ef-
fective in advancing the kingdom of God than the Pharisees were at 
the time of Christ. All religion thwarts the purposes of God. For the 
nonbeliever, it paints a picture of impossible requirements and a God 
whom nobody really wants to be around. For the believer, it hides the 
reality of who we are inside of the heart of God. The kingdom of God 
is not advanced through a political agenda. The kingdom of God is 
not advanced by “good” ideas or causes that make us feel “good” about 
ourselves. The kingdom of God is not about military power, economic 
success, or more enlightened legislation. The kingdom of God is not 
about shrinking the trade deficit, securing the borders, balancing the 
budget, or spreading democracy. The kingdom of God is not advanced 
by our personal sacrifice, as though our personal efforts could make us 
right before God. The kingdom of God is not advanced by our per-
sonal commitment or talents. The kingdom of God is advanced only by 
our intimately knowing Jesus and receiving his life, which is the basis 
for the New Creation. This is accomplished by the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit through the power of the resurrection. Period! There is no 
other way to life.

The best example I can think of, as both a negative and a positive 
illustration, is the apostle Paul, who wound up writing a good portion 
of the New Testament. Before Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, 
98  Revelations 20:10.
99  M. Scott Peck, People of the Lie (New York: Touchstone, 1983), p. 73.
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he was a Pharisee. In fact, by his own admission, he was the chief 
of Pharisees. In today’s language, Paul would claim to be the most 
religious and righteous man alive. As we have already witnessed, the 
Pharisees were all about keeping laws, commandments, and rules—not 
only the Ten Commandments but hundreds of other laws as well. Paul 
performed these tasks at great sacrifice to himself, and all out of what 
appeared to be his dedication and devotion to God.

Paul was a committed man. He was well aware of who the Christians 
were. Paul rightly understood that this new group of Jesus’s followers was 
destroying his religious traditions. So zealous was Paul that he took it 
upon himself to stamp out these people who called themselves Christians. 
Paul firmly believed he was getting rid of these people in the name of God. 
This was a necessary precaution to protect the sanctity of his religion.

While on one such mission, Paul was walking on the road to 
Damascus when he was struck down by a blinding light, and he knew 
the Glory surrounding him was the Glory of God. Paul cried out, “Who 
are you, Lord?” And the answer came back to him, “I am Jesus.”100 
Think about this! Paul thought he was God’s number-one man: a re-
ligious servant, obediently getting rid of these Christians in the name 
of God. Now, he has come face-to-face with the Lord of the universe, 
and the Lord answers him by simply saying, “I am Jesus.” Paul’s life, as 
he knew it, was over. And so it is with all of us who truly know Jesus. 
Life, as we have known it, is over. I’m talking about our life of depres-
sion and fear and guilt. I’m talking about our life of trying our best to 
be good, while fearing all the time that we aren’t. I’m talking about our 
life of struggle and effort and uncertainty.

In each of us, there is an old nature that cannot be fixed. It is 
the part of each of us that is open to the lies and illusions that Satan 
constantly whispers to our hearts, which lead us to be self-centered, 
coupled with a willful desire to be our own god. Often, these lies cause 
us to develop a proud and haughty spirit. Yet the old nature also loves 
being a victim and wallowing in self-pity. When you really understand 
the nature of this spirit, you could say we are self-absorbed.

100  Acts 9:5.
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Many years ago, I was called to a hospital where a man had just 
attempted suicide. He had shot himself in the stomach because his 
wife had run away with another man. I talked to this man at length 
and gave him the Gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ. Several mo-
ments passed, and a sad look washed over his face. He finally said to 
me, “I know what you are saying is true, but I’m not willing to give up 
my life.” I could not believe my ears. Here was a man who had just at-
tempted to kill himself, and he was not willing to turn his life over to 
Christ to be healed. As I have grown older, I have come to realize that 
the old nature resides in all of us, influencing us in a myriad of ways 
that seem insane to an outsider.

We cannot patch up the old nature. The old nature is dead and 
separated from God. We cannot beat it into submission by keeping all 
kinds of rules and rituals, because there is no loving energy to change 
the corpse. Have you ever met a person who is extremely jealous? Try 
talking that person out of his or her jealousy. As a matter of fact, just 
try talking anyone out of anything. Behavior modification cannot 
bring a corpse back to life. It just doesn’t work. To bring a corpse back 
to life requires a resurrection, and the corpse can’t do that for itself.

Sometime back, I was flying home from a business trip, heading to 
Dallas–Fort Worth airport. It was a night flight, and there were empty 
seats. A stewardess approached me and asked whether she could have 
a few minutes of my time. Over the next half hour, she told me about 
an affair she was having with one of the pilots, who was married. She 
was at a crisis point in her life and needed to make a decision. “What 
should I do?” she pleaded. The pilot in question would not leave his 
wife. We continued to talk, and I asked her questions. As our conver-
sation developed, it seemed to me that the pilot also needed to make 
some decisions. Finally, after more deliberation, I told her that I had 
an answer for her, and she looked hopefully at me. “When we get to 
Dallas,” I said, “don’t call him.” A sad look fell over her face, and she 
looked away from me. “I’ll do anything but that,” she said. “Anything 
but that.” I cannot tell you the number of times I have heard that state-
ment in my life—“I will do anything but that.”
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That statement “I will do anything but that” represents what needs 
to die in all of us. There are only two states of being for any of us. We 
are either alive to God and his goodness by the resurrection of Christ, 
or we are dead in our old nature and alienated from the love of God. 
We are enslaved to the forces of evil when we are in submission to 
nothing beyond our own will. The idea that we stand alone in the uni-
verse is nothing but an illusion. We either belong to God or we belong 
to Satan. Jesus said it best when he said, “Whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it. And whosoever shall lose his life, for my sake, shall find 
it.”101

Who defines this death process by which we are freed from 
our old nature? I believe this is one of the most important questions 
anyone can ask. Jesus said to the people who sought him out, “Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my bur-
den is light.”102 When religion defines the death process for us, we find 
a spirit without life. In reality, evil hides behind religion, confusing us 
about what the real issues in our lives are. Our task is not to “get good 
again” but rather to live inside the Glory that is ours in Christ. Before 
the apostle Paul met Jesus, he was the most righteous man alive, in his 
own mind. His entire being was centered in religion. He did not have 
a clue who God was, for God is love. Religion has, and always will, 
picked on the sins and shortcomings of others. A religious person can 
pick the speck out of his brother’s eye with amazing accuracy. Religious 
people are the clearest-thinking people of our day and feel utter confi-
dence in their perceptions. It is as if a religious person can see through 
walls. The only thing a religious person cannot do is truly love. All 
religion is void of love.

Later in his life, after Paul really came to know Jesus, he wrote what 
I believe is the best piece of literature on love ever to be written. Paul 
wrote, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 

101  Matthew 16:25.
102  Matthew 11:28–30.
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powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
If I give away all I have and if I delivered my body to be burned, but 
have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love is not jeal-
ous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but 
rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends.”103 Everything else passes 
away but love.

Back to my question, which is central to the New Creation: Who 
defines the death process to self for us? The answer: Jesus does. In 
love, Jesus comes to us, and he takes the death in our lives, swallows it 
up, and transforms that death into life. He does this by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. And as we surrender to his love, we are transformed by 
the power of God. This is the New Creation.

103  1 Corinthians 13:1–8.
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7
Transformation—From Death to Life

8

Have there been times in your life when you felt abandoned by 
God? In moments of stress, fear, pain, and darkness, it seems as if God 
is nowhere to be found. I have certainly felt that way on more than one 
occasion. Frankly, I hate pain and suffering, and I find death repulsive. 
Even when I’m driving along the highway and I see a dead deer by the 
side of the road, I want to turn away from the sight. There is something 
very wrong about death. If this is true concerning the animal kingdom, 
it is little wonder that we shy away from death and suffering when it 
comes to ourselves and other human beings.

We are not alone in our feelings. Read the Book of Job, and you 
will come face-to-face with suffering. Job was a man who was blessed 
by God with prosperity and health. He was one of the greatest men of 
his day. Suddenly, Job’s fortune was completely reversed. He lost all of 
his possessions and his children, and his body was racked with disease. 
As if that were not enough, Job’s three closest friends who came to 
comfort him insisted that his suffering was a punishment for the sins 
in his life. Also, let us consider Jesus when he cried out, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”104

The history of suffering and death started in the Garden of Eden, 
when we entered into the lie with Satan, the author of death. We were 

104  Mark 15:34.
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severed from the source of our life, who is God our creator. Not only 
did we enter into spiritual death, but we entered into physical death as 
well.

For those of us who know the Lord and have spent considerable 
time on this planet, we long for the day when Jesus will return and we 
can shed these bodies of death for new ones. I can so identify with Paul 
when he wrote, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 
this body of death?”105 I have also noticed that when I am with people 
who do not know the Lord, many are terrified of death and want to 
live forever. A Hollywood movie producer, and a good friend of my 
brother’s, told my brother that scientists are researching ways to keep 
us alive until we are 150 years old. Maybe even, in time, 1,000 years 
old. When I think about having to stay on this planet for 150 years, it 
would feel more like being consigned to hell. With the planet already 
racing toward hell, all we need is the Antichrist to come on the scene 
to complete the process. If it were up to me, I would have Christ return 
today.

God warned us that we would die, and that is exactly what took 
place. Being separated from God is being separated from life and love. 
Think about this for a moment. God is infinite, and there are no limits 
for us, because in Christ we are forever connected to God’s energy of 
life and love. Growth, aliveness, new horizons, unlimited possibilities, 
and Glory for all eternity and this life are there for us to participate in. 
But if you start thinking and you contemplate eternity separated from 
God, a cold sweat will wash over you. Look at a lot of older people and 
see how many are burned out and bored to death after just a few short 
years on this earth, compared to eternity. Can you imagine getting 
everything you want right now, and having all of your fantasies and il-
lusions fulfilled, yet you would still be separated from God? You would 
quickly discover that you were in hell.

There is a mystery involved in suffering and death that I do not 
understand. Yet I have seen how God has used suffering in my life to 
bring me to a new place. Most of us associate success with not failing or 

105  Romans 7:24.
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stumbling or making mistakes. I know for myself, however, that when 
I am successful through my own strength, I tend to go my own way 
and I have no need for God. It is through my problems, failures, and 
weaknesses that I learn to trust the Lord. My own way is very limited 
and is all about me and my success and, for the most part, is void of 
love. I must stay in control because to lose control will cause defeat. 
Yet the Lord wants to bring me to a larger place. He wants to infuse 
in me a life way beyond anything I could dream of, for he knows how 
limited I am just within myself. In order to be open to all that God has 
for me, though, I have not found a path of continual success but one 
of multiple failures. With each new failure, I have found growth, for I 
have discovered that resurrection to the new comes only through the 
death of the old. If you try to avoid all forms of suffering and death to 
the self, then you will not grow in Christ.

Dying to the self is not easy for any of us. I am talking about the 
death of the old nature. This death process can be extremely painful, 
as painful as any physical pain. For example, most of us think of de-
pression as a bad thing, when often it is part of our growth process. In 
order to grow in Christ, one has to give up the “old part of the self” 
before ever being able to move into newness. Depression is often an 
indicator pointing to our need to let go of the old in order to discover 
the new. Recently, I was going through a very difficult period in my 
life, and there were times when I suffered bouts of depression. These 
experiences were as if a fog or a darkness had settled over my soul. I did 
not know where the depression was coming from. I felt as if a drug had 
been injected into me, draining me of all joy and hope. The first thing 
the Holy Spirit revealed to me was that I was not being punished; I was 
being shown that things simply could no longer be “the way they used 
to be.” I had to leave the old before ever finding the new. So I asked 
myself a question, “What is causing my depression that I must give 
up?” I got a pen and paper and started writing a list. The list included 
a lot of material things that I truly valued. Along those same lines, 
my sense of self-worth, based on material success, was on the line. I 
thought that I would look bad in the eyes of people because failure was 
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involved. I had to give up feelings of security, because change would 
be necessary. The list grew. I looked at the list when I was done, and 
I knew that all of the things to be given up were temporal in nature. 
That knowledge did not make giving up items on the list any easier. So 
I turned those items over to the Lord. Minutes later, the depression was 
gone and did not return.

I do not want to make the process sound simplistic or imply that 
the results are always immediate. Sometimes the process is confusing. 
Grief often runs deep, and working through our grief takes time. We 
must feel, experience, and work through our grief in order to grow. 
In addition to emotional grief, I have had struggles where demonic 
forces were involved. The main point is that the Holy Spirit is with us 
in the midst of such struggles, regardless of the details or the cause of 
the struggle. The Spirit works in us even when we are not cognizant 
of him.

One of my sons said to me some time back, “Dad, every time you 
write something, you keep saying the same thing.” Well, that statement 
caught my attention, so I asked, “And what is it that I keep saying?” He 
said, “You keep saying that God loves us, and we can talk to him about 
anything we want.” After reflecting on his comment, I felt good about 
it because that is exactly what I am saying.

Years ago, while praying with a friend, I was aware that the Holy 
Spirit had fallen over her. I did not move or say anything. Soon I 
noticed tears streaming down her face. At first, I found this to be con-
fusing, because there is no fear when communing with the Holy Spirit. 
All I could do was wait. After a period of time, she revealed what had 
transpired. In those brief moments, my friend saw herself as a lamb 
held in the arms of the shepherd. She was being cradled in the lap of 
God. With certainty, she knew she was completely loved. She was loved 
simply for who she was—loved just for being. When she felt the tears 
spilling down her cheeks, she wanted to stop them and said so to the 
shepherd. It was then that she realized the tears were not her own. The 
tears streaming from her eyes came from the Lord. They were God’s 
tears. God felt her pain. He infinitely felt her pain more than she did. 
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God was crying for her. This is who God is, yet it can be a scary thing 
to surrender your mind and heart to the living God, because you have 
to establish this relationship for yourself. Getting naked before him 
is not all that easy. No fig leaves—nothing to hide behind, no one 
to hold your hand. The preacher or the priest won’t be there. Neither 
will Mom or Dad, brother or sister, husband or wife, friend or support 
group—no one will be there but you and him. It is so difficult for us 
to be completely honest with God because we don’t know him. For 
most of our lives, we have been fed nothing but lies about who God is. 
There are many people who are giving lip service to a god who is not 
God at all.

If I were to ask you to name what you think are some of the most 
difficult things to do, you would probably come up with a pretty good 
list. We could both agree that losing a hundred pounds is tough. Also, 
taking really big risks: quitting an unfulfilling job or leaving a bad 
marriage. The list could go on and on. Yet I submit to you that one of 
the hardest things in the world is for us is to fully and truly compre-
hend how much God loves us. We say that we know that God loves us, 
but everything about us screams that we really don’t know this at all. 
If we were completely honest with ourselves, our “knowing” this isn’t 
pure or complete. It is clouded by doubt sometimes, especially at times 
when we think we have failed. It is obscured sometimes because we 
feel unworthy for no good reason other than the fact that, as one of my 
friends put it, “It just can’t be that easy.” Many times, it really is more 
of a hope that God loves us, rather than an assured, ironclad, absolute 
certainty that God does love us, no matter what.

We don’t have any other examples of this kind of love anywhere in 
our human experience. Perhaps the closest we ever come to experienc-
ing this kind of love is in our relationship with our parents. Yet I will 
guarantee you that no matter how good your relationship with your 
parents was, there were times when your parents were driven by self-
ishness, self-centeredness, insensitivity, and agendas that were hurtful 
and even harmful to you. I have always viewed myself as someone who 
loves his children, but I cannot count the times that I caused damage 
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to them and never even saw what I was doing. Every human being 
born in the blood line of Adam is fallen. We all make mistakes, dam-
age others, and never, never, never love as God loves us. That is why it 
is so very difficult to comprehend God’s love; no matter how well we 
think we do, we don’t! This is the truth that Jesus was communicat-
ing in Matthew: “Or what man of you, if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish will give a serpent? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good things to your children, how 
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those 
who ask him!”106 And in Luke, Jesus makes this even clearer when he 
says, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!”107

The Holy Spirit will never violate us or force us to submit to him—
never. We often miss the working of the Spirit in our lives because 
he does not bully us or shout at us. An event in the life of Elijah, 
the prophet, is a great illustration. Elijah was in the wilderness, hiding 
from his enemy, King Ahab. Elijah had confronted Ahab and was now 
waiting for guidance from God. We read, “Behold, the Lord passed by, 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after 
the wind and earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after 
the fire a still small voice.”108 God gave Elijah guidance in a soft and 
personal voice—not in displays of power.

You can bet your life on the statement I am about to make. If it 
is the living God dealing with you, those dealings will be in absolute 
love. This is another statement that you can bet your life on. If Satan is 
dealing with you, it is not in love.

True growth is not without pain. I find that there is something in-
side me that wants to avoid any pain. Actually, I think most of us shy 
away from pain, but for growth to occur, we must give up the old nature.

106  Matthew 7:9–10.
107  Luke 11:13.
108  1 Kings 19:11–12.
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I value freedom as much as anyone does. At the same time, I hate 
fear as much as anyone on earth hates it. Ironically, in order to become 
free, I must face and feel fear, which is painful. To the degree that I 
refuse to face my fear, I live in bondage. Personal suffering or pain is 
an inherent part of learning and growth.

Not long ago, I awoke in the middle of the night, and I was over-
whelmed by fear. Immediately, I told the Lord that I did not want to 
run from those fears. I let the fear wash over me, really feeling it. I did 
not fight or run from it. I asked the Lord to reveal to me the nature of 
the fear, what the fear was all about. Then I realized that the fear that 
I was experiencing was already inside me. The fear was being exposed 
without pretense, because I was not trying to avoid the emotional pain 
that accompanied it. Sometimes we have fears deeply embedded in our 
unconscious or subconscious minds and have no idea how they got 
there. Such fears could have been there since childhood and could still 
be there many years later when we are adults. Often a person cannot 
remember the source of his or her fears or the events that caused them. 
If you are willing to face the pain of confronting your fears, the Holy 
Spirit is the ultimate therapist. Once you confront those fears, they 
lose power over you. You will begin to discover freedom that you never 
experienced before.

Fear is such a big part of our lives. I really believe it is worth 
the effort to examine the dynamic behind this emotion we call fear. 
Salvation is more than just having your sins forgiven. If you do not 
know the power of Christ’s Spirit living within you, you will remain in 
bondage.109 Some of the most fearful and miserable people on earth are 
Christians who do not know what it means to live in the strength of 
the Spirit, in the joy, rest, and peace of the New Creation. I was one of 
them for a long time. Satan had me tap dancing all over the place with 
his lies. And many of those lies came through the lips of the religious 
community.

How does the enemy come at us with his litany of lies? In the New 
Testament, Peter said, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 

109  Philippians 3:10–11.
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which comes upon you to prove you, as though something strange 
were happening to you.”110 Paul, in Ephesians, taught, “Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil.” Furthermore, Paul said to take “the shield of faith, with 
which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.”111 What in 
the world were these men writing about?

When the devil comes at us with these flaming darts, their ori-
gin seems to be our own thoughts, our own inner selves. Often, these 
thoughts are ugly and lewd. This is absolutely why placing ourselves in 
a position of being open to communication with Satan in the garden 
was death. Once that line was crossed, we then were open to even more 
from the father of lies, and what he doesn’t supply, our own flesh pro-
vides. We are shocked and horrified that we can think such thoughts. 
Sometimes these thoughts and fears suddenly come upon us at the 
strangest times. These thoughts might be obsessive or irrational in na-
ture, but there is power behind them. Fear gnaws at us. Sometimes 
these arrows even come as doubts or blasphemies. Perhaps you did 
something in your past, and you are ashamed of it. You asked God 
and the person you wronged for forgiveness, but what you did comes 
back to you with a rush of condemnation, as if it happened yesterday. 
Maybe you cheated on your spouse or had an abortion. Maybe you 
were involved in an incestuous relationship. Maybe you cursed God or 
cheated a friend.

If you do not know who you are in Christ, Satan will be relentless 
in reminding you of your sins. Feelings of condemnation and despair 
will wash over you. “How could I have done such a thing?” we ask 
ourselves. Satan always works through our fears. He whispers to our 
fallen nature, and we are ignorant of his designs. One result is that 
we fret about our future. We ask ourselves, “What if this happens?” 
or “What if that happens?” We run in circles, imagining, fearing the 
worst. There is power in those questions and thoughts. They wreak 
havoc with our emotions, because our spirits are entangled in warfare 
with our fallen nature—nature that Satan stirs up. We try to suppress 

110  1 Peter 4:12.
111  Ephesians 6:16.
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our bad feelings, which leads to depression. So we run to a doctor and 
take antidepressants, or we turn to drugs or alcohol. We use anything 
to numb our minds and quiet our fears. We do whatever it takes to 
escape pain. Joy is sapped from our lives. The new life that Jesus prom-
ised evaporates into a vague and wishful idea with little or no reality in 
our lives. So we settle for a life that doesn’t really deliver joy or happi-
ness, but it does seem to avoid the pain that we feel. “It isn’t perfect, but 
right now it works for me,” is the thought that we take comfort in, as 
we move through the fog, searching for what life we can find, instead 
of true fulfillment.

In the book of Galatians, Paul wrote about the fruit of the Spirit. 
Paul stated, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”112 If you ever want 
to test what kind of spirit is influencing you, just bring to mind Paul’s 
list concerning the fruit of the Spirit. For example, if you are truly a 
Christian and remembering something in your past arouses feelings of 
condemnation and guilt, then you can know for certain that the source 
was an evil spirit and not God. This is true whether a memory or a 
thought comes from a spirit or a person. Remember, Satan often ap-
pears as an angel of light. Paul wrote in the New Testament, “There is 
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”113 Our righteous-
ness is based on Jesus, who he is and what he has done, not on what we 
have done or will ever do. Satan wants us to feel bad about ourselves—
to feel guilty, condemned, and hopelessly separated from the love of 
God. He wants us to be full of fear and dread. He wants us to have a 
heaviness of spirit, despairing of life itself, while we are forever trying to 
do for ourselves what only God can do. If we are preoccupied with our 
flesh, which is open to the whisperings of satanic lies, then the Spirit of 
Christ is inhibited from flowing into us and through us.

Let me clarify what I mean in several of the topics that we are 
exploring.

The first clarification is about which feelings I am describing. I am 
talking about feelings of condemnation and guilt, not about legitimate 

112  Galatians 5:22.
113  Romans 8:1.
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regret. Godly sorrow never leads to feelings of condemnation. Rather, 
it leads to hope, because we, in Christ, are not condemned. Godly re-
pentance helps us walk in the Spirit. Repentance, in its truest form, is 
letting go of the old so that we can walk in the new.

The second clarification has to do with timing. Every internal battle 
is not between you and a current demonic attack. It is often more accurate 
to think of a current struggle with your old nature. We develop habits, 
often habits based on the desires of our old nature. Many of the habits 
developed in our past when an evil influence (a flaming dart) penetrated 
and became embedded in our fallen nature. In the present, something 
happens that awakens that old influence, and you struggle with it. In my 
personal life, I have struggled with many such old habits (influences) from 
my childhood for quite a few years into adulthood. So, our old nature 
stores “flaming darts,” and we encounter them throughout our lives, in 
addition to current spiritual attacks. The good news is that we can over-
come these influences if we trust Jesus and live in his Spirit.

The third clarification is what I mean by the “flesh.” I am not talk-
ing about our physical bodies. The flesh is our old nature, our fallen 
nature. I am talking about that part of each of us that leads to our 
self-centered and willful desire to be our own god. The flesh is proud 
and haughty. The flesh hates the limitations of being human and being 
connected to God in love. Our flesh loves controlling others and the 
world around us to manifest our own agenda. The flesh also loves be-
ing a victim and wallowing in self-pity. The flesh is preoccupied with 
“self.” It wants things “my way” and is easily upset when things do not 
go the way that we want them to go. Frank Sinatra sang the song “My 
Way.” I can also remember Sinatra saying of his own personal life, “I’m 
for anything—prayer, booze, anything to get you through the night.”

When we know who we are in Christ, the devil has no power over 
us. As a matter of fact, we have authority over the devil. The author-
ity we have is in direct proportion to our relationship with God. We 
cannot take on Satan in our flesh, and to do so would mean defeat. 
What I’m talking about is the New Creation. The Holy Spirit actually 
resides in us, the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. Now, here 
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is some news that many of us will not like. God allows the process of 
temptation to take place within us. Even Jesus was driven by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tested and tempted by Satan himself. You and 
I have to choose. In the Garden of Eden, when fear did not exist, man-
kind chose death. Now, in the present, in a state of the fear of death, we 
must choose life. We are involved in a process of shedding “the old na-
ture” and growing into the new. Satan is a bully and a liar. If the Spirit 
of Christ did not dwell within me, Satan would have destroyed me a 
long time ago. In Christ, you must stand up to these filthy spirits. The 
Lord allows testing to strengthen us and to free us from fear. He wants 
you and me to be free from the spirit of death within us. Suffering is 
involved. Death to our self-centered nature is involved. M. Scott Peck 
wrote, “All neurosis is the result of an unwillingness to suffer legitimate 
pain.”114 This is true of our intellect and emotions, and it is just as true 
in the realm of our spirit. After we suffer for a little while, the Lord will 
restore us. Either we trust in God, who loves us and raised Jesus from 
the dead, or we succumb to our fears and to the lies of the devil, who 
wants to enslave us and keep us from really living. There is no middle 
ground in the struggle to have true life.

The pain of giving up our old nature is real. This becomes obvi-
ous when we confront the issue of real change in our lives. We all have 
habits or desires, maybe even compulsions and, in some very difficult 
situations, addictions, that we would like to change. There are a lot 
of reasons why we feel this need for change. Sometimes we think that 
what we are doing just isn’t moral; a good Christian shouldn’t do that 
sort of thing. Sometimes we believe that these activities make us look 
bad to others: our spouses, our children, or our coworkers. Sometimes 
other people use peer pressure to get us to try to change, so that we will 
be who they think we should be. Most of us don’t think about it, but 
the reason that we want to change is really important. The motivation 
to change that comes from God arrives in the form of a true desire for 
freedom and life. At the heart of this change is love. When you hear 
that voice speaking to you, it is a good idea to listen.

114  M. Scott Peck, The Road Less Travelled (Walker and Company, 1978), p. 17. 
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It would be a much easier world if we didn’t need to change. After 
all, doesn’t God accept me for who I am? Absolutely, he does! The need 
for changes on our part is not God’s need, it is ours. If there were not 
things that hold us in bondage, if there were not things that trap us in 
death, God would not have gone through the agony of death himself 
in order to set us free from them. The changes that God is after in our 
lives are connected to the fruits of the Spirit in each of our lives. Love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control 
are all attributes connected to the change that God wants for us.

It is important to understand the source of what it really takes to 
make real changes in our lives. The defining reality of change was 
summed up in the words of Jesus, when he said, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit for apart from me you can do nothing.”115 The New 
Testament talks about growth in terms of fruit. It is the best and clos-
est natural imagery for depicting the process of spiritual growth. And 
make no mistake about it, every time we are talking about real per-
sonal change, we are talking about spiritual growth.

You might be thinking, “Wait a minute. I know people who have 
lost a hundred pounds, and they weren’t even Christians. I know 
nonbelievers who have overcome alcohol, heroin, and countless other 
addictions. What about them?” I am not talking about people who have 
managed to accomplish these kinds of feats or have achieved amazing 
levels of behavior modification through sheer will power. Those people 
are out there, even though they are relatively few and far between. I’m 
talking about real change, deep, true spiritual transformation. When 
we discuss our behavior, in terms of habits, desires, compulsions, or 
addictions, it is very easy to mistake the symptom for the problem. It 
is the same type of confusion that we fall into when we confuse sin, 
anything born of self-centeredness, and the origin of that sin, which is 
spiritual death. When we get trapped in this kind of lie, Satan has set 
us on a path of continually trying to do something, achieve victory over 
sin. It can’t be done until we have been given victory over sin’s cause, 

115  John 15:5.
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which is spiritual death and separation from God. Our behavioral is-
sues are the same. They are also tied to our separation from God. And 
to truly deal with the totality of the problem, we need to look to that 
level, rather than just the behavior, in and of itself.

Without fail, these “symptoms”—behaviors that are harmful to us 
or that keep us in a form of personal bondage—are caused by a deeper 
emptiness and hollowness in our lives. These behaviors are actually the 
very “fig leaves” that we use to hide the reality of this emptiness from 
ourselves. That emptiness, that hollowness, is rooted in a lack of whole-
ness that invariably results from not having an intimate relationship 
with God. Without the power of that intimate relationship with God, 
we will forever remain at the mercy of fear in the form of laziness or a 
lack of courage in facing and dealing with ourselves.

A major drawback in handling our problems at the level of symp-
toms is that even when “victory” is obtained, without tackling the 
real underlying issue we are left with a constant struggle against that 
bondage. I know people who have been “on a diet” for thirty years. In 
fact, the very word diet implies that you are depriving yourself, hold-
ing something back from yourself that you really want. This leads to 
a life of constant struggle and usually relegates us to a roller-coaster of 
“good” times and “bad” times: some days or weeks or years when we 
are on top of things and others when we are not. The secret to true 
freedom is to be set free from the cause of our problems and to stop 
dealing with only the symptoms.

Let’s look at some of the more extreme forms of behavior that we 
can be confronted with: addictions. Many of us who are addicted don’t 
view ourselves as being in slavery to our addiction. Giving up an ad-
diction is so hard. When we try to give up the addiction in the flesh 
(separated from God), we feel empty on the inside. Life seems to have 
no meaning, apart from that addiction; just ask any alcoholic, worka-
holic, sex addict, food addict, or drug addict. They will quickly tell 
you about the emptiness and pain involved in separating from that 
addiction. That pain and emptiness point to the lack of wholeness I 
am talking about. While it is certainly true that without Jesus, we can 
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do nothing, when it comes to real life, it is equally true that with him, 
there is nothing that can’t be undone. If you want to bring an addiction 
or anything else to the Lord, tell him that you don’t want whatever it 
is that enslaves you. Ask him to reveal the true cause of your addiction. 
Tell him you want to become whole. There will be pain involved, but 
the Lord himself will guide you with what you need. You will have to 
choose to act. Remember, God is God, and you are you. Overcoming 
your fear and laziness is essential to your growth. I know that for me, 
because of my own fear and laziness, I’m constantly tempted to avoid 
the pain of suffering. Many years ago, I became aware that alcohol 
had become an addiction for me. When I gave up drinking, the first 
six months after I quit I would look in the mirror and say, “Boy, do I 
know why I drank.” All of the pain of my past seemed overwhelming 
at times. Today, I am as free as bird when it comes to alcohol. Many of 
my friends drink, and it doesn’t bother me at all. I want nothing to do 
with alcohol. I’m not tempted at all. I simply don’t want it.

God’s intention is to allow us to grow and to foster our growth. If 
he didn’t give us a part in that process, we would never know what it 
truly means to be alive. God understands the importance of that sense 
of being involved in our own destinies. He also understands that if we 
weren’t involved, if we couldn’t make the choices that were needed and 
exert the effort that I speak of, we would easily become slaves to that 
very process of change that he intends to bring us back into life. In a 
process that we don’t participate in, we quickly become prisoners and 
not recipients of the blessings of that process. That is not what God 
wants for us.

What is important is that we find the faith and courage to enter 
into this growth process. It would be easy to say, “Well, look, I’m saved. 
This other stuff sounds like an awful lot of trouble, so if it’s okay, I’ll 
just ride this out and see you in heaven.” I’ll have to admit that as I 
understand the grace of God, this, my friend, is a viable option. Yet it 
is an option that will leave you in absolute bondage to fear and guilt 
and shame. It will leave you in absolute bondage to the whims of oth-
ers. It will leave you in the condition of being totally ruled by whatever 
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circumstances life and Satan and others want to throw at you. It will 
leave you in frustration and defeat. It will bring you none of the joys 
that God has for you on this side of heaven, and those are great indeed. 
It will ultimately leave you in a state of complete doubt, never having 
seen the miraculous power of God, and you will not experience the 
reassurance and joy of all of the riches he has provided to us in Christ. 
You have the total freedom to make that decision, but understand that 
a massive downside will come along with it. The truth is that we stand 
exactly where we did in the garden: we have a choice. Yet one choice 
leaves us in slavery and bondage, while the other choice leads us into 
life and freedom. The good news is that God has promised, “I will 
never fail you nor forsake you.”116 The writer of Hebrews went on to say 
what that means for us: “Hence we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is 
my helper, I will not be afraid . . .”117

116  Hebrews 13:5.
117  Hebrews 13:6.
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“To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out 
all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice.”118

“For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice.”119

When someone starts talking about voices, it can get a little scary. 
Kevin Costner, in Field of Dreams, heard voices in his cornfield. David 
Berkowitz, the Son of Sam killer, heard voices coming from his neighbor’s 
dog. Joan of Arc also heard voices. Moses heard a voice from a burning 
bush. It was a voice from a cloud that declared, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”120 Yet my personal favorite is 
one that we talked about earlier, Paul on the road to Damascus. “And he 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?’” We know absolutely that this was a clear and audible voice 
that Saul heard. The individuals traveling with him also heard this voice. 
The very first thing out of Paul’s mouth was to ask, “Who are you?”—
definitely a reasonable question under the circumstances.

118  John 10:3–4.
119  John 18:37.
120  Matthew 17:5.
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From the very beginning, God has spoken to us—to mankind in 
general but, more important, to individuals specifically. He has spoken 
in many different ways. He has spoken with an audible voice and in 
dreams. He has provided visions and even opened the mouths of ani-
mals to allow them to speak.121

God spoke to Peter after Christ ascended into heaven. “And there 
came a voice to him, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But Peter said, ‘No, 
Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.’ And 
the voice came to him again a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, 
you must not call common.’”122 The first question that comes to mind 
is this: Does God still do this today? Does God still act miraculously? 
Does God still communicate personally to believers? I have talked to a 
lot of people and gotten a lot of different answers, but my own personal 
experience has shown me what the Living God is capable of doing 
today. Let me tell you how God supernaturally answered one of my 
toughest questions.

For so many years, I held God responsible for the countless injus-
tices I saw in the world. If God is God, I reasoned, how could he allow 
all of the pain and suffering in this world? In my mind, God had a lot 
to answer for. I cannot count the number of times I battled with God 
over everything bad in this world.

Then, without any cause or purpose on my part, I was ushered 
into the presence of God. At the time that this occurrence took place 
in my life, I knew very little about the loving God. I was suddenly 
surrounded with inexpressible light and love. Words cannot begin to 
describe the Glory that surrounded me. The magnitude and intensity 
of the Glory of this love was unfathomable. It was not so much what I 
saw—because human eyes really have no ability to experience what my 
spirit saw—but what I felt. I experienced an infusion of unimaginable 
joy and jubilation. It was a vision of radiant beauty, magnificent splen-
dor, surpassing all measure or comprehension. All I can do is babble 
about what I experienced and felt.

121  Numbers 22:28.
122  Acts 10:13–15.
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The world we’re in knows nothing of God’s Glory. The best of 
this world—and I’m talking about the best that money can buy—
looks like a burned-out junkyard in comparison to what I witnessed. 
As for me, I have been forever silenced when it comes to questioning 
the goodness of God. Once you have been in the presence of God, you 
will never again question his loving kindness.

I shared this experience with a number of people. I did so simply to 
demonstrate something I learned about the character and goodness of 
God. I received different reactions. Most people considered this experi-
ence to be extraordinary and felt that it would never happen to them. 
It was considered to be in the realm of the exceptional. I have also 
found that most people feel the same way when I start talking about 
having an intimate, personal conversation with God. Many have never 
actually had a real-time, running conversation with the Living God, 
as Peter did. Yet if Christianity is to truly be a relationship with the 
Living God, those conversations will be what it is all about.

I have found that a lot of people today feel as if “that kind of a 
relationship with God” is just something they cannot have. I have also 
learned that the reason for this is very much like the reason we have 
trouble knowing just how much God truly loves us. The reason is that 
we spend most of our time looking at ourselves, instead of toward God. 
When we do that, we always see someone who seems “unworthy” of 
that kind of love. We look at our lives and who we are and the things 
we do, and we think that God’s love for us is based on that kind of 
stuff. It isn’t! God’s love for us is based on who he is, not on who we 
are. The thought that people today can’t have that same kind of open, 
intimate, communicative relationship with God is a lie that Satan has 
sold to them. And he has used their fears, guilt, and sense of unworthi-
ness to make them believe it. Those conversations must be the bedrock 
of your personal relationship with God.

I don’t think any of us should sit around waiting for the kind of au-
dible voice that Paul heard. God speaks to us all the time in the realm 
of our thoughts. In an earlier chapter, I talked about the nature of the 
fall, which resulted in a new relationship with Satan and the lies that 
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relationship brought with it. Because of the fall, that relationship has 
touched all of us at the deepest level of our souls. The whispers of Satan 
are perceived with our minds. This is not a process that Satan invented, 
but it is a process that he hijacked. God still talks to us, but the key is 
being able to hear his voice. The secret is to learn how to rightly distin-
guish the right “voice” from the wrong “voice.” One voice will tell you 
lies, such as “you are bad and guilty and God doesn’t love you,” while 
the other voice will be from the loving heart of God.

Truly knowing God and his voice is an essential key to personal 
freedom. There are many voices that come at us. Satan often appears 
as an angel of light. No one can fully explain to another person what 
knowing the voice of God means for him or her. We ourselves have 
to learn to discern his voice. However, I have had people say to me on 
numerous occasions that God told them something, and I knew for 
certain that what they heard or understood was not from God. If God 
speaks to you, it will be a voice of love and truth. His voice is patient 
and kind. His voice is the voice of reconciliation. His voice will be full 
of hope and life. His voice will be for you a gentle place of shelter. His 
voice will never violate you in any way imaginable. He will not guilt 
you or cause you harm. You will never have to prove yourself worthy 
in any way by having to perform for him to gain his acceptance. He 
wants the very best for you. If you make a bad decision in your life, he 
will wait for you until you change your mind. He will not force you 
or threaten you to change. He will never enable or empower you to do 
anything destructive. He is a God of life. God is light and goodness, 
and there is no darkness in him.

The first and most important thing about knowing God’s voice 
is to know God’s heart. That is exactly why we spent so much time 
writing about whom God is, his motivations, and why he does what 
he does. That was probably good information, but talking about it had 
a much larger purpose. That purpose was to begin laying a basis for a 
much more intimate relationship than most of today’s Christians are 
experiencing. Deadness and a sort of unreality are creeping into our 
Christianity. This is why the power of the Gospel has been diminished. 
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Opening back up the true and vibrant power of the Gospel is what this 
writing is all about. The Gospel is about an intimate relationship with 
God.

In my conversation with God, I have found love, comfort, and 
encouragement. I have come to see the depths of God’s love for me 
and to truly understand that God is always loving. When I say God 
is always loving, that doesn’t mean he always says things to me that I 
want to hear. Several years ago, I had a fight with a friend over loan-
ing my automobile to her sister. I just didn’t want to loan her sister my 
car. I can be very possessive when it comes to “my” things. This issue 
of being possessive grew between my friend and me to the point that I 
thought it could cost me our relationship. She came from a family that 
was very generous and shared everything. I came from a family that 
was just the opposite. We did, however, decide to pray about this, so I 
turned it over to the Lord. But frankly, I admit, I felt a bit smug, know-
ing the Lord would not make me loan my car to her sister. After all, it 
was my choice. Late that same day, I fell asleep. At two o’clock in the 
morning, the Lord woke me up and spoke specifically to me about this 
issue. He said to me, “This is the same demonic spirit that controlled 
your dad.” That is all he said. Yet the illumination that went through 
my spirit enlightened those words a thousand-fold. The Lord was not 
angry with me, nor was he upset. He spoke kindly to me and was very 
matter-of-fact. He was simply answering my prayer, and I knew what 
he was saying was absolutely true, but I had been blinded to the truth. 
I was very upset with this revelation, and I couldn’t believe that I was 
being influenced and had bought into this demonic spirit. Needless to 
say, I apologized several times to my friend and willingly loaned her 
sister my car.

One morning while I was going fishing, I was talking to the Lord 
about another friend of mine. I was upset with the Lord that he hadn’t 
answered this person’s prayers, and I was speaking to him in a dog-
matic and aggressive manner. Right in the middle of the conversation, 
the Lord said to me, “I don’t want you talking to me this way. I have 
laid a basis in your life for you to trust me.” Well, that stopped me in 
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my tracks. So I said, in a much quieter and gentler tone, “I know that 
is true, but I care about this woman.” And the Lord fired back at me, 
“I care and love this woman far more than you do.” I mean, what could 
I say? I thought for a minute or two and was speechless.

I cannot count the number of times the Lord has specifically spoken 
to me. What I am trying to communicate is that this IS Christianity. 
It is not the “unusual” or the “extraordinary.” It is the fabric of life that 
God has chosen to weave between him and the children he loves. It 
is also one of the primary jobs of the Holy Spirit in the lives of every 
believer. It can sound like a really big deal to just start having this kind 
of relationship with God, but it isn’t. It is the Nike principle; you just 
do it. It is what God wants and has always wanted with each and every 
one of us. Like anything else, it starts off small, and it’s sometimes 
awkward, but the thing is, it needs to have a beginning. If you don’t 
believe what I’m saying is true, give it a shot anyway. Tell God that you 
don’t believe it is possible, but that you really do want to know HIM 
like that. Don’t try to fool around or pretend. He already knows who 
you are, where you are, and where you’re coming from, so don’t worry 
about it. Just put the Living God to the test and talk to him earnestly, 
and see what happens for you.

Whenever I was having a relationship problem with another per-
son, and we went to the Lord to heal our relationship, there has never 
been a time that he hasn’t shown up and answered our prayer. Never! 
He always shows up and brings about reconciliation. There are people 
in my past who have refused to pray with me, and we remain strangers 
to this day, but for those who are willing, he always shows up.

What really drives me nuts is when I ask the Lord for an answer, 
and he remains silent and doesn’t answer. I’m not talking about the 
Lord delivering me from my circumstances. If there is a Goliath in my 
life, God always seems to ask that I face him. If there is fear in my life, 
God has nearly always delivered me from that fear by asking me to face 
that fear. What I’m writing about is something else. Let me give you 
an example.
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A few years back, I ran out of gas in a very important relation-
ship in my life. The other person felt the same way. We each viewed 
the other as self-absorbed. It was crystal clear to each of us just how 
flawed and self-centered the other one was. We both recognized that 
each of us had our own individual faults, but we were both convinced 
that the relationship was on the ropes because of the other person. 
Completely defeated, I asked this person whether she wanted to pray, 
and she said yes. I started talking to the Lord, and after a few moments, 
I became aware that a stronghold existed between us. I told the woman 
so and was astonished when she agreed. We asked the Lord to break the 
stronghold, and it was immediately broken. In a moment, the relation-
ship was completely restored. Neither of us had a clue as to the nature 
of the stronghold. Actually, I wasn’t even sure what a stronghold was at 
that time. I just knew we had been delivered from one.

The power in a stronghold is that you cannot see that you are 
struggling with a stronghold. A stronghold is when we are influenced 
by a satanic spirit of death. The Lord revealed this much to me, but he 
would not answer me in terms of the specifics—namely, who was at 
fault in the relationship. I sought an answer to this question for more 
than a year and found it frustrating that the Lord would not answer 
me. Then he finally did. He said to me, “The stronghold between you 
two is this; you each feel that the stronghold is in the other person.” 
Finally, he had answered me. I still don’t have any clue about why he 
waited so long to reveal that to me.

The more I come to know the Lord and trust him, the more I real-
ize that knowledge has very little to do with my relationship with him. 
In the book of Luke, when talking to his disciples, Jesus encouraged 
them not to be anxious or worried about what to say. He promised, 
“For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought 
to say.”123 Our personal relationship with God has very little to do with 
information. He personally teaches us and communicates to us indi-
vidually as we move through life. All we need is a willingness to be 
honest with him and with ourselves and the desire to be transformed. 
You don’t have to do something or become someone you are not.

123  Luke 12:12.
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I understand why Jesus got so angry with the religious people of 
his day. These were the same people who hid behind a façade of moral 
superiority, while they picked and chose and pointed an accusing fin-
ger at the sins of others, as if they were any different. Do not think for 
a moment that you are going to feel more righteous as you get to know 
the Lord. You will become more and more alive and free in your spirit. 
As to feeling righteous, your estimation of yourself will plummet, as 
you come to more clearly see the true nature of your own flesh. What 
will surge forth, however, is your joy in the Spirit and the New Creation 
that God is forming in you. The apostle Paul was a good example of 
what I am talking about. When Paul was a Pharisee, he viewed him-
self as the most righteous man alive. After encountering Jesus on the 
road to Damascus, and later when he started his ministry, he viewed 
himself as the least of the apostles. During the middle of his ministry, 
he viewed himself as the least of all Christians, and there were many 
more by this time. At the end of his life, Paul called himself the “chief 
of sinners”—the worst person who ever lived. It sounds as if Paul was 
getting worse, doesn’t it? Yet Paul’s goal was to attain the resurrection, 
and I don’t mean after he physically died. I’m talking about living the 
resurrected life while he still walked on this earth and living inside of 
the New Creation. There is something about being transformed by the 
Holy Spirit that stamps out all self-righteousness and attitudes of moral 
superiority.

There are times when I go to the Lord when I’m in pain, and he 
seems nowhere to be found. This is especially true when I want him 
to deliver me from my circumstances, or maybe I am suffering the 
consequences of a bad choice I made, and I want him to make it right.

God does not punish us, but he will allow us to reap the conse-
quences of our choices, good and bad. As a matter of fact, God uses 
our mistakes and brings us and others into new places. “We know that 
in everything God works for good to those who love him.”124 As Paul 
put it in the Book of Romans, “There is therefore now no condemna-
tion for those who are in Christ Jesus.”125 How many people have been 

124  Romans 8:28.
125  Romans 8:1.
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touched over the years by the song “Amazing Grace”? The words to 
“Amazing Grace” have amazed millions of us. The man who wrote the 
words to that song was a slave trader. He was a man who kidnapped 
human beings from their homes and families, chained these people in 
the bowels of his ship, and sold them into the bondage of slavery and 
hardship. This was truly a despicable man! When Jesus got hold of this 
man, he turned the slave trader of evil into a free man of life. “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.” What about 
King David? We all know the story of King David, who had an affair 
with Bathsheba. When he found out that she was pregnant, he had her 
husband, Uriah, killed. Under the law, David should have been taken 
outside the gates of the city and stoned to death. He had committed 
two unpardonable sins under the law: adultery and murder. David even 
condemned himself unknowingly after the prophet Nathan had come 
to him.126 Yet when David saw his sin, he confessed it to the Lord, and 
he knew that he was forgiven. David understood the heart of God a 
thousand years before Christ came to earth. Talk about amazing grace!

To discover something even more amazing, though, one need only 
go to the book of Matthew. In the first chapter of Matthew, it gives the 
genealogy of Jesus. In the sixth verse, it says, “And David who was the 
father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah.” Bathsheba! Why didn’t Christ 
come through the bloodline of one of David’s other wives, who were 
“proper” under the law? Jesus came through the genealogy of David 
and Bathsheba. All things work together for good at the hand of the 
God who loves us.

God’s silence is not there to punish us. Nor is God the big Santa 
Claus in the sky, who will immediately bail us out from making bad 
choices or from going through tough circumstances. Years ago, when 
I was a cop, I led a bank robber to Christ. Howard Williams had been 
shot down on a bank parking lot, and in the hospital, he thought he 
was going to die. He accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. But as life 
would have it, he recovered. While out on bond, he tried another rob-
bery. When I visited him in jail, Howard was distraught. He said to 

126  2 Samuel 12:5.
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me, “God has something against me.” I asked him what in the world 
he was talking about. He said, “It was a perfect setup.” He was talk-
ing about the robbery. Then he said, “It’s a miracle they caught me. 
God must have something against me.” I assured Howard that God 
didn’t have anything against him but informed him that God wasn’t 
into armed robbery. Howard was genuinely confused. We are all like 
Howard, in one sense. God created us to love and to be loved, but he 
is not going to bless armed robbery or any other self-centered thing 
we do. So often we go kicking and screaming through our lives, and 
we want to blame God for what we are responsible for. We try to ma-
nipulate him to change our circumstances, but in reality God takes us 
through a process and brings us out the other side.

We have to learn for ourselves the voice of God, and no one can do 
that for another person. Jesus promised, “Seek and you shall find.”127 
I’m not talking about religion and the rituals many of us have gone 
through, pretending we are in a relationship with God. The important 
thing is to try. God wants to communicate to and with you, just as 
much now as he has in the past with others. It is not the exception; it 
is God’s goal for your life. I am talking about intimately knowing and 
communicating with the God who loves us.

127  Matthew 7:7.
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When many people think of Satan and demons, ghoulish figures 
come to mind. Historically, we picture gargoyles or little red men with 
horns running around, holding pitchforks. When we hear the word 
Antichrist, we think of men such as Hitler, Saddam Hussein, or Osama 
bin Laden: men throughout history who seem to be forerunners of the 
evil one.

There is no doubt these men were evil, as others are easily identifi-
able as evil. There are Satan worshippers who sacrifice young children 
while performing unspeakable defiling acts, just as Ted Bundy and 
others like him have done. History is full of men and women who were 
given over to evil, as if they had become one with Satan.

I believe, however, that the most seductive form of evil presents it-
self as an angel of light.128 I also believe that when the Antichrist comes 
on the scene, he will not be some gun-toting thug; rather, he will be a 
figure of great charisma and eloquence and will be unbelievably per-
suasive and powerful. The New Testament implies this by pointing out 
the Antichrist’s capacity to deceive, not only a few but “so as to lead 
astray, if possible, the very elect.”129 The elect would never come close 
to being led astray by a Hitler or a bin Laden or a Hussein. The real 

128  2 Corinthians 11:14.
129  Matthew 24:24.
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power of the Antichrist is that we won’t see him coming. And when he 
gets here, he’s going to look as if he’s the answer to all of our problems. 
He won’t look like the enemy; he’ll look like the answer. Yet in reality, 
he will be an agent of Satan and the author of death.

Back in Chapter 6, I stated that the reason I wrote this book was 
because I have a burning desire to communicate the Gospel and what 
it means to belong to Christ. I also mentioned that religion has made 
huge gains in our culture and is no more effective in advancing the 
kingdom of God than the Pharisees were at the time of Christ.

In the New Testament, Paul wrote concerning the last days that 
there would be periods of great stress. Then Paul made this profound 
statement concerning the mind-set of that day: “Holding the form of 
religion but denying the power of it.”130 What does it mean to hold the 
form of religion but deny the power of it?

The form of religion has to do with appearances, the way we present 
who we think we are to others and to ourselves. This form of religion 
encompasses what I can do through my own power, separated from 
God. There are literally hundreds of religious activities and rituals that 
I can do, and God doesn’t have to be part of any of them. The Pharisees 
at the time of Jesus excelled at holding the form of religion but deny-
ing the power of it. When it came to Bible study, no one could match 
the Pharisees in their zeal for studying the scriptures. Many Pharisees 
would memorize the first five books of the Bible at a very young age. A 
good Pharisee spent thousands of hours studying the scriptures. Jesus 
himself took issue with their zeal and summarized it best when he said, 
“You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me; yet you refuse to 
come to me that you may have life.”131 The Pharisees had separated the 
words of God from God himself. They were left with a book.

Recently, I heard a preacher on television make this statement: 
“God may have sent his son, but Jesus left his book.” What makes 
that statement so damning is that it embraces one of the most disas-
trous mistakes that can ever be made. It is the same mistake that the 

130  2 Timothy 3:5.
131  John 5:39–40.



From Death t o LiFe

S 86 s

Pharisees made that allowed them, while attempting to adhere to the 
letter of God’s words, to slaughter the bearer of God’s heart, the de-
light of his Spirit, his son, Jesus Christ. Remember in Psalms 18, when 
David spoke prophetically from within the person of Christ about 
the resurrection, he said that God retrieved Christ from the bonds of 
death, “. . . because he delighted in me.” The Pharisees managed to use 
the very words of God to kill his most beloved. Despite being the most 
zealous about serving God, they were the ones who brought about the 
death of Jesus.

The Pharisees, believing with the best intentions, had separated 
God’s words from God’s heart and left those words to stand alone. But 
not merely to stand alone. They left them open to human interpreta-
tions of God’s intent within his own words. Only God, the real, living, 
existentially existent God, can explain his own words. Theology can’t 
do it. Hermeneutics can’t do it. God and God alone can tell us what he 
is saying within his words. Christianity is not about acquiring a body 
of knowledge about “the Word of God” or learning a set of “spiritual 
principles.” Christianity is about a personal, intimate relationship with 
the living God. The Pharisees knew “God’s word” forward and back-
ward. Yet when push came to shove, they killed Jesus.

In the books of Matthew and Luke, we have two authors telling the 
account of Jesus when he was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. 
When confronted by Satan, Jesus quoted the scriptures. Ironically, the 
devil did the same. Word for word, they both quoted the scriptures. 
Satan is a master at quoting the Bible. There is no greater theologian 
on earth than Satan. Separating the words of God from God himself 
is to deny the power of God, and it puts man and Satan in a position 
of being god. This is tied to the very core of who Satan is. Jesus did 
not win his battle with Satan in the wilderness because he knew more 
scriptures than Satan. Jesus won that battle because he was connected 
to the heart of God.

The voice of Satan can be very seductive and alluring. Satan can 
offer you the world. The voice of Satan can make you feel very sure 
about yourself. Satan often appears as an angel of light.
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“Holding the forms of religion but denying the power of it” is 
a sign concerning the last days (2 Timothy 3:5). The power of the 
Gospel is found in the New Creation, and the New Creation comes 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Where there once was no love, 
now we have love. Where there once was unforgiveness, now we have 
forgiveness. Where there once was slavery to our broken nature, we 
now have freedom. Where there once was frustration and anxiety, we 
now have peace. Where there once was confusion, now we have clar-
ity. In the Book of Galatians, Paul lists the fruits of the spirit as “Love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.”132 In Corinthians, Paul defines the love of God: “Love is 
patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or 
rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resent-
ful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends.”133 This is the power of God, and Satan does not possess any 
of these attributes.

The Power of Satan
I know a woman who was concerned about her grandson because 

he had been exhibiting strange behavior for a long period of time. He 
would talk about putting curses on people. She felt fear in his pres-
ence. Even though he was only thirteen years old, other people were 
also terrified of him. This boy’s stepmother, who is one of the kindest 
and sweetest people I know, would drive around the neighborhood 
after work, not wanting to be alone in her house with him. I had asked 
on several occasions for them to let me pray over this boy, but I was 
blocked at every turn. The grandmother professed to know Christ, but 
I have found many people who are skeptical when it comes to demonic 
forces. I ordered M. Scott Peck’s book People of the Lie for her. Peck 
was a brilliant physiatrist and a best-selling author who was educated 
at Harvard. Peck initially did not believe in demonic forces, nor did he 
believe in demonic possession. He set out to prove they did not exist. 

132  Galatians 5:22–23.
133  1 Corinthians 13:4–8.
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He found out how completely wrong he was when he met the real deal. 
When I received the book, I gave it to this woman in the hope that 
she would influence her son and family to let me pray over the boy. A 
week later, I followed up and asked her what she thought of the book. 
She told me that when she started to read the book, she was hit with 
a spirit of fear and terror, the likes of which she had never known. She 
immediately slammed the book shut, never to open it again.

The fear in your life and mine is directly or indirectly related to 
Satan and demonic forces, and it is connected to the lie. In that lie, 
Satan will tell us that God does not love us, that God is angry with us, 
and that we are alone. There can be tremendous power in this fear but 
only as it is connected to the lie.

Religion not only denies the power of God, but religion also denies 
the power of Satan. One of the biggest lies Satan has conned the hu-
man race into believing is the idea he doesn’t exist. So many people 
who are caught up in religion do well, because the last thing Satan 
wants to do is to awaken them. When talking to one of his disciples, 
Jesus addressed this very issue when he said to a man, “Leave the dead 
to bury their own dead.”134

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, and you trust the Lord for your 
life and others, I can promise you there are times when Satan is going 
to be coming after you. He will do this with the power of fear. In and 
of ourselves, we are helpless when it comes to conquering these filthy 
spirits. Yet when we know who we are in Christ, Satan has no power 
over us. As a matter of fact, we have power over Satan.

The Spirit of Judgment
Satan is known as the accuser. The very Greek word for “Satan” 

means “the accuser, the hater.” If there is one characteristic that leaps out 
as to who Satan is, it is found in the spirit of judgment. In Revelations, 
John speaks directly to this characteristic of Satan: “For the accuser 
of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God.”135 Over and over again, the writers of the New 

134  Luke 9:60.
135  Revelations 12:10.
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Testament warn us against a spirit of judgment, as do the words of 
Jesus himself. The spirit of judgment I speak of is at the core of who 
Satan is. In its essence, a judgmental spirit assumes the “moral high 
ground” and affords us a feeling of superiority over those whom we 
are judging. There is power in this thinking that renders us justified in 
our own minds. It helps us establish a false sense of authority, control, 
and well-being. Nowhere in this spirit I speak of is there any love. This 
spirit of judgment makes us feel better about ourselves at the expense 
of others. Paul, in Romans, expressed it best when he said, “Therefore 
you have no excuse, O man, whoever you are, when you judge another; 
for in passing judgment upon him you condemn yourself, because you, 
the judge, are doing the very same thing.”136

What did Paul mean when he said, “You are doing the very same 
thing?” Paul was talking about the “moral high ground”: “For no hu-
man being will be justified in his sight by works of the law.”137 “Since 
all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.”138 I may be the big-
gest gossip in the world and a very un-loving person, but picking on 
homosexuals makes me feel good about myself. This is the very mind 
and spirit of Satan.

In today’s highly charged political atmosphere, I can’t believe the 
number of Christians I know who get caught up in this spirit of judg-
ment. This is to be expected in religion, because religion is all about 
establishing its kingdom in this world. As born-again Christians, we 
know Jesus’s kingdom is not of this world. Jesus offered this parable 
about God’s kingdom to those who were looking for a political, earthly 
entity: “I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at the 
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while 
the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into outer darkness; there men 
will weep and gnash their teeth.” This parable tells the story of two 
kingdoms. One is earthly and political, while the other lives within 
our hearts. Many will come from east and west—that is to say, from 
the entire world—both Jew and gentile, and will be with the Jewish 

136  Romans 2:1.
137  Romans 3:20.
138  Romans 3:23.
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patriarchs in this inward kingdom of the heart. Yet those of the earthly, 
political kingdom will not be there. At the very end of time, the world 
will see a number of false prophets arise, culminating in the final 
Antichrist. We also know that this Antichrist will come and attempt to 
establish his kingdom, and it will be earthly and political. This king-
dom will usher in the greatest reign of fear and destruction the planet 
has ever known, just before Christ comes back and throws Satan and 
all of those who believe in him into the lake of fire, which is the second 
death (Revelations 20:11).

In many ways, today’s political and religious climate parallels the 
political and religious atmosphere in the time when Christ was on 
earth. It is no wonder that Jesus was hated by the religious community.

Talk about not being politically correct! Consider the story of the 
Roman centurion who came to Jesus to have his servant healed. Jesus 
said that he would go to the centurion’s home to heal the servant, but 
the centurion said that was not necessary. The centurion believed that 
Jesus needed only to say the word and his servant would be healed. 
Jesus marveled at him and said, “Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel 
have I found such faith.”139 Remember, this man was a centurion in the 
Roman army. He was an experienced soldier, a killer, in the mind of 
the religious community. He was a hated symbol of the Roman occu-
pation. Can you imagine Jesus saying something like that to a Muslim 
soldier? Can you image the outrage?

Pretending these evil forces do not exist has no benefit. Being con-
trolled by evil unknowingly brings about death in our lives, just as 
surely and quickly as knowingly submitting to evil. Read the Gospels 
in the New Testament. Jesus often cast out evil spirits. Where do you 
suppose those demons have gone? Trust me, friends, they are not on 
vacation, nor have they disappeared.

If you know Jesus, you do not need to fear Satan or demonic forces, 
because in Christ they have no power over us. As a matter of fact, in the 
name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we have authority 
over the forces of evil. To those of us in Christ, Satan is a defeated foe.

139  Matthew 8:10.
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The Bible

8

Above all other books, the Bible stands alone in terms of its impact 
on humanity. It is the most widely respected book ever written. It is 
also the most widely maligned book ever written. Untold numbers of 
individuals have given their lives to understanding its message. Untold 
numbers have given their lives to undermining its validity. For the 
Christian, the Bible is the bridge between a world in which God has 
made himself known and a world hopelessly adrift in a sea of subjective 
thoughts, opinions, and experiences. For the Christian, it is important 
to consider what the Bible is doing and just as important to realize 
what the Bible is not doing. For the Christian, it is important to hear 
what the Bible is saying and just as important to realize what it is not 
saying. For the Christian, it is important to understand what the Bible 
is, and it is just as important to understand what it is not.

The Bible is an extraordinary collection of works dating back thou-
sands of years. Beyond all of the exalting and maligning that the Bible 
has suffered, there is a significant and legitimate question that needs 
to be asked. What has been the real impact of this book on those who 
study its pages? Martin Luther used the Bible to bring us out of a world 
in bondage to the indulgences sold and bartered at the hands of men, 
into a world of the infinitely indulgent grace of the living God. Charles 
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Manson used the Bible as the basis for his theory of “helter skelter,” 
which in turn led to the deaths of many innocent people. And there 
have been countless examples of other results that fall somewhere in 
between these two extremes, in which the Bible was central to the 
issue.

Like any other book, the Bible stands cemented in the concrete of 
its own printed pages. And like all other books, it is at the mercy of 
what men choose to do with its message. That message can be used to 
promote life, and that message can be used to promote death. For the 
Christian, the essential question becomes, “What are we doing with 
the Bible? Are we giving life, or are we taking it?”

After the fall in the garden, mankind had a need, and God had a 
challenge. Mankind’s need was for transformation, and God’s chal-
lenge was to communicate that need. God, as only the infinite creator 
could, provided the answer to both the need and the challenge and 
miraculously brought both of them together in one solution: “And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace, Glory as of the 
only Son from the Father.”140

All communication is progressive, in regard to growth. We humans 
usually start with one word. Meanwhile, our parents stand there argu-
ing whether it was Mama or Dada that we said, while we sit grinning 
and drooling, basking in the glory of our accomplishment. The Bible 
is also progressive. It is the progressive revelation of God’s working in 
human history. It is the progressive revelation of God’s relationship 
with, and his activities in the lives of, people. It is the progressive rev-
elation of his love for us. The Bible’s message is simple and clear and 
unwavering: God loves us and has done everything we need so that we 
can freely have life and return to the relationship with him that was 
intended from the beginning.

The goal of Satan has always been to drag mankind out of life and 
into death. Because he cannot create, his methodology is to hijack, 
pervert, and distort who God is, what God has done, and what God 
has said. One of the areas of his greatest distortions has been with the 

140  John 1:14.
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Bible. If you are a Christian, that probably comes as no great surprise 
to you. Satan has portrayed the Bible as being irrelevant or ridiculous, 
and even childish and wrong, from its beginning to its end. Satan has 
also attempted to pervert the impact of the Bible not by belittling and 
downgrading it but by upgrading it into something that it was never 
intended to be. In the first case, the Bible’s value to the believer is ne-
gated. In the second case, the Bible is presented as something it is not, 
by taking the place of God. In both cases, the true role of the Bible is 
distorted and lost.

When we look at history, the first thing we see is that there is in-
deed a progression involved, a dynamic movement within the way God 
is speaking to us. God has been leading us through a process that does 
not transgress our freedom of choice but consistently advances the nar-
rative, leading us back to what is true and real. The process is alive, and 
it is one of change. In Genesis, God promised Abraham that he was 
going to bless him, and that blessing would spread to the entire world. 
The basis of that blessing was that it would be received by faith. Next, 
we have Moses, who introduces God’s law to fallen man. Throughout 
the Old Testament, we have both the prophets and the law pointing 
to something new. Jesus said of the scriptures that they bore witness to 
him.141 God’s ultimate plan of salvation and redemption was revealed 
in Christ, with his death and resurrection and the giving of the Holy 
Spirit in the New Creation, one that will never taste of death again.

The dynamic of communication between God and mankind did 
not culminate with the ascension of Jesus. Jesus specifically promised 
an ongoing dialogue as one of the activities of the Holy Spirit: “When 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that 
the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you.”142 This is an explicit promise of an ongoing con-
versation between God and his children, presided over and conducted 

141  John 5:39.
142  John 16:13–15.
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through the Holy Spirit. The question then becomes, What does this 
conversation look like in the life of each Christian? Even more specifi-
cally, what part does the Bible play in this dialogue for us today?

A good place to start answering these questions is to look at Paul 
and his writings in the New Testament. Before Paul’s conversion, he 
was a Pharisee who felt that salvation came through the law. Paul was 
not only a law follower, he considered himself the chief of law followers. 
Paul kept the law, in his own delusional thinking, better than all of his 
peers. He viewed himself as number one. Paul was a performer, a doer! 
There was nothing laid back about Paul. He then met the resurrected 
Jesus on the road to Damascus, and his entire world was shattered. 
The book of Romans represents Paul’s wrestling with the reality that 
salvation comes by grace through faith in Christ and not by following 
his beloved law. The book of Romans has been the object of endless 
scrutiny and countless Bible studies. Yet if you knew only two things 
that the entire book of Romans states, you would understand the point 
of Romans. The first is that salvation has come to us as a free gift from 
God through faith in Jesus Christ.143 And the second is that because of 
this free gift of grace in Christ, we are now guiltless before God.144

These two facts are so important. They give us all we need to know 
to come out from hiding. We are free to experience a restored relation-
ship with God. The purpose of the writings of Paul, including all of 
the New Testament authors and the Bible as a whole, is to be an in-
strument in bringing us back into a relationship with God, our father. 
Satan would love nothing more than to convince us that learning the 
reasons why we can have a relationship with God is the same thing as 
actually having that relationship. Why? Because the one leaves us in a 
state of very well-informed death, and the other gives us life: life that 
flows from the very heart of the living God. It is not information that 
gives us life, no matter how good or detailed that information is. Life 
comes from actually living inside of the heart of God in a restored re-
lationship, which is the New Creation.
143  Romans 5:17.
144  Romans 8:1.
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When you read the Book of Romans, including all of the New 
Testament, there is no doubt that these men were being led and influ-
enced by the Holy Spirit as they came to grips with the living Jesus. 
One can see this same dynamic in every book of the Bible, and this 
same dynamic is at work in us for those who belong to Christ. If you 
separate the Bible from God, as the Pharisees did, you wind up with 
a book. Yet the sad truth is that even if you come to know and under-
stand everything in that book, it is not the book or anything in it that 
will bring you life. Remember the warning from Jesus: “You search the 
scriptures, because you think that in them you have life; and it is they 
that bear witness to me; yet you refused to come to me that you may 
have life.”145

But wait, isn’t the New Testament different? We’ve been told that 
the New Testament is the very “word of God,” right? Didn’t Jesus say, 
“The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life”?146 When Jesus 
spoke those words, the New Testament was not in existence. When 
Jesus made that statement to his disciples, he was referring to the words 
that he had spoken to them while with them. It was not the fact of 
the words, but his presence with the disciples when they were spoken 
that made them spirit and life. And it is the words that the living res-
urrected Jesus speaks to our hearts that are still spirit and life. Those 
words are still spoken in the context of our relationship with the res-
urrected Christ through the Holy Spirit today. The Bible can be an 
instrument in that process, but the role of the Bible itself is only to be 
an instrument. The book and the Holy Spirit are two completely dif-
ferent things. The idea of simply coming to know what is in the Bible 
is very much like staring at any other instrument—say, a violin—and 
waiting for music to come out of it. The music happens when the in-
strument is used, taken up and played by the artist. Make no mistake 
about it, the artist is still, and always will be, the risen Christ in the 
person of the Holy Spirit.

When we begin to consider the information in the Bible, rather 
than the person of God, to be most important, we have once again 

145  John 5:39–40.
146  John 6:63.
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allowed Satan to separate God’s words from God himself. Remember 
what Satan did to Eve in the garden. He took what God had said when 
he asked the question “Did God say . . .” and removed the true heart of 
God from the words of God. The heart of God, his motivation, in is-
suing that warning not to eat from the tree to Adam and Eve, was that 
Adam and Eve should not die. Satan told Eve that God’s motivation 
was to keep them from becoming like him. Knowing about God, even 
knowing what he said, is not the same thing as knowing God, knowing 
his heart in an intimate relationship.

Adam and Eve were created in the image of God. There has been 
and still can be a lot of speculation about what that means in its total-
ity, but I am convinced that one thing it means is that life, our very 
existence, does not happen outside of a relationship. Consider the very 
nature of God, and look at the trinity. In the very nature of God, we 
find the trinity, which in its essence is relational. That is who God is. 
What happens to us when we decide to remove ourselves from our 
relationship with God, as Adam and Eve did? Another relationship is 
formed. In the garden, that relationship was with Satan. This is the 
brutal, raw, bare-bones dynamic of spiritual death. This is how Satan 
dragged us into death; he separated for Eve God’s words from God’s 
heart. Life is restored only by returning to and once again living inside 
the heart of God in a relationship of love and trust. When we are left 
only with the words of God, apart from his heart, the very presence 
of the living God himself, we have been removed from the only true 
source of life.

One Sabbath he was going through the grain fields; 
and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck 
ears of grain. And the Pharisees said to him, “Look, 
why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 
And he said to them, “Have you never read what David 
did, when he was in need and hungry, he and those 
who were with him: how he entered the house of God, 
when Abiathar was the high priest, and ate the bread 
of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the 
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priest to eat, and also gave it to those who were with 
him?” And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the Sabbath.”147

Did Jesus just say what I think he just said? Yes, he did! Jesus 
stated very plainly that David broke the law, “And ate the bread of 
the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priest to eat.” And 
then David turned around and handed out the showbread to everyone 
with him who was hungry. Not only did Jesus tell of David breaking 
the law, but he used that breaking of the law to teach the Pharisees 
something. What is it that could possibly be learned from this “break-
ing” of the law? The heart of God, that’s what can be learned, and 
that is exactly what Jesus was teaching. Remember the statement from 
Chapter 1: “Inside the new creation it is a completely different world 
from the one of good and evil we are used to because God is there and 
that changes everything.” This is what Jesus was saying. This is what 
Jesus wanted the Pharisees and us to lay hold of. He nailed the whole 
thing down when he finished his statement and said, “So the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”148

If you think that picking those ears of corn ticked the Pharisees 
off, can you imagine what that statement did to them? That statement 
drove to the heart of everything they hung their hats on, everything 
that they believed. In their minds, the law, the word of God, could 
have no equal, and the Sabbath carried with it all of the authority 
of the law. This man standing in front of them had just said that he 
was Lord of (above) the Sabbath, and in so doing, he said that he was 
something even more important than the law, the very word of God—
which he was.

The next incident spoken of in Mark is one in which Jesus heals a 
man in the synagogue on the Sabbath, right in the middle of “church.” 
Of course, our good buddies the Pharisees were close at hand to 
pounce. Jesus answers them, asking, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” In his question is the very 

147  Mark 2:23–27.
148  Mark 2:28.
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issue that we are looking at because, even though it might have come 
as a surprise to the Pharisees, just as it does to us, the law, the word of 
God, can be used to give life or it can be used to take life. And that was 
at the heart of Jesus’s question. Jesus may have just as well looked those 
folks straight in the eye and asked, “Should I give life or should I take 
life, which do you think is the heart of God?”

It is a very devastating fact that the “word of God” in the form of 
the New Testament can be used to take life just as surely as the “word 
of God” did in the Old Testament. I have experienced firsthand those 
devastating consequences of the Bible being used as an instrument of 
bondage and death, rather than life. More than forty years ago, after 
becoming a born-again Christian, I bought into the belief that God 
himself expected me to study and memorize the Bible. My zealous pur-
suit of the book as the source of my life stifled the gentle, loving voice 
of the Holy Spirit that dwells within me. I spent literally hundreds of 
hours studying and memorizing verses, passages, and chapters from 
both the Old and the New Testament. The same religious spirit of 
Jesus’s day caught hold of me, and, like Paul the Pharisee, I determined 
to become the most committed follower of God alive. All of the study 
and memorization I did while under the influence of that religious 
spirit did absolutely nothing in regard to the life-giving relationship I 
now have with the Living God. I was driven to the point of despair and 
suicide, as I desperately tried to please God and perform for him. One 
night, God, in his loving kindness, awakened me and revealed to me 
that everything I was trying to do had already been accomplished by 
Jesus. Like Paul the Pharisee, I knew I had heard the truth, and my life 
as I knew it came to an end.

It would be fair for you to say, “Okay, that’s your story, but mine 
is very different.” You would be absolutely right, because it just may be 
that God’s heart for your life is for you to know the Bible backward 
and forward. However, if that comes about in your life as a result of the 
direct will of God, you can bet that it will produce life and not death. 
If that is true for you, it will be God speaking through the Bible, which 
speaks to your heart. God can and does use the Bible to communicate. 
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Yet what you are going to “hear” comes from God—more specifically, 
the Holy Spirit and not the book.

We’ve already seen, in the very words of Jesus to the Pharisees in the 
synagogue, that “the word of God” without the heart of God is worth-
less because it can’t see the difference between life and death. The most 
devastating example of this that I have seen with the New Testament is 
when it is read as if it were a handbook, telling us what to do and how 
to act and how to live. A person comes to the New Testament looking 
for something called “spiritual principles.” This individual believes that 
it is possible to discern ways of acting and behaving, ways of living out 
your life, so that if you follow the principles, you will get certain re-
sults. This belief holds that this is the road to righteousness and that it 
is the way to “live” the Christian life. After all, it is a spiritual principle. 
In this kind of thinking, God becomes irrelevant. There is no greater 
example of separating the words of God from the heart of God than 
trying to live by something called a “spiritual principle.”

Let’s say today you go to your Bible because you want some “prin-
ciples” to live by. The Holy Spirit is not guiding you, and you just 
have the book, the Bible. You say to yourself, Let’s see what Jesus has 
to say because I want some principles to live by, something I can do. 
Then you read, “You therefore must be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.”149 That is your principle to live by. Jesus wants you to be 
perfect like God. What are you going to do? Basically, you have four 
choices. First, you could live in denial and pretend that you are perfect. 
Second, you could say to yourself, I’m screwed and I’m out of here. You 
realize there is no hope for you. Third, you could ignore the verse and 
go to another verse that suits you better. Fourth, you could redefine 
what Jesus meant by being perfect. When you treat the Bible this way, 
it really is no different than trying to live under the law. This is exactly 
what the Pharisees did with the moral law. The moral law was there not 
to tell them what they should do, but rather to show them what they 
couldn’t do. Why do you think the Bible has become an idol in our 
world today, just as it was at the time of Christ? Remember, an idol is 
anything that we worship that is not God.

149  Matthew 5:48.
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John began his Gospel with, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God.”150 John went on to 
say, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth; we have beheld his Glory, Glory as of the only son from the 
Father.”151 What John was saying is that Jesus is the word of God.

The Bible communicates God’s presence, as well as his interest and 
participation in the lives of humanity. The Bible gives us a historical 
perspective and a revelation from creation to Christ’s ultimate return. 
Within its pages, we can also clearly see how the Bible has been mis-
used. Satan quoted and twisted the scripture for his own evil purposes. 
Paul, before his conversion, immersed himself in the scripture but mis-
understood its meaning and used his misguided beliefs to harm God’s 
people. And history repeats itself, as we often fall prey to the same 
religious spirit that keeps us focused on the words, rather than on the 
Author of Life.

God uses the Bible as a tool to communicate to us. Yet discon-
nected from the heart and Spirit of God, it actually brings forth exactly 
the same kind of death that everything else does that is disconnected 
from the Spirit and heart of God. My favorite example in all of the 
scripture is the example of Pilate’s wife. Jesus is brought before her 
husband by the chief priest and the elders to be put on trial for his life. 
The chief priests and the elders have studied the “word of God” their 
entire lives, but they did it completely disconnected from the heart of 
God. They delivered Jesus, the very Son of God, to be judged and put 
to death. Pilate is considering the matter when his wife approaches him 
and says, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suf-
fered much over him today in a dream.”152

Now let me make this point abundantly clear. This Roman woman 
had learned more in one dream than most of the biblical scholars of 
Jesus’s day had learned in a lifetime. After a thousand years of dedi-
cated studying, these scholars did not recognize the one to whom their 
prophets and scriptures pointed. Pilate’s wife was touched in a dream 
150  John 1:1.
151  John 1:14.
152  Matthew 27:19.
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by the heart of God. And that one touch in an instant surpassed a 
thousand years of studying the “word of God.”

Many have made the teaching and studying of the Bible synony-
mous with having a daily, personal, life-giving relationship with the 
Living God through the Person of the Holy Spirit. In essence, the Bible 
becomes the Christian “handbook,” telling us how to act and what 
to do to “be” Christians. It becomes the basis for a process of behav-
ior modification—the same principle of law practiced by the religious 
leaders of Jesus’s day. It did not work for them. It did not work for Paul. 
It did not work for me. It never works because all of those behaviors, all 
of those sins, are only being pointed out to help us understand that our 
hearts, our spirits, our innermost selves are dead and separated from 
the heart of God. The “Christian life” is not about behavior modifica-
tion. It is about spiritual transformation. All too often, this behavior 
modification, when we get caught up in it, is based on our own efforts, 
and our own efforts are based on the lie. As any parent knows, behavior 
modification works on children until they realize they are their own 
persons. Then the trouble begins.

Jesus did not come to earth so that we would have to struggle 
trying to imitate Him. He did not experience death on a cross and 
glorious resurrection so that we would have to scour the Bible for rules 
about how to live our lives. Knowing Jesus has nothing to do with 
mustering up the will power to be good or with embarking on behavior 
modification. Jesus said, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”153 
Jesus died for the sins of the entire world, all of them, and that includes 
yours and mine. This is about a relationship with the living God who 
loves us and has empowered us with the Holy Spirit to heal and grow. 
God has made us this immutable promise: “I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.”154 This is about the New Creation. We don’t 
have to pretend anymore. We can talk to him about anything—and I 
mean anything—and he will understand and not condemn us for our 
failures. He wants wholeness and life for us, and we can work out our 

153  Matthew 11:30.
154  Jeremiah 31:33.
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lives with him, knowing that we are completely loved. We don’t have to 
hide behind our fig leaves any longer. If you do not know this is true, 
all you have to do is get to know him.

We are all unique, each one of us, and the way the Lord works in 
our lives is as different and unique as each individual. When I spend 
time with the Lord, I personally would never think of studying the 
Bible. Why should I? I speak directly to the Lord, and the Lord speaks 
to me. Why study the menu when I can have the meal? He is always 
present with me, so I simply speak to him. Of course, it may be very 
different for you. The Lord may lead you to read your Bible as he opens 
the words to that book to bring life.

The New Creation is about a loving relationship with the One 
who loves us, the One who has set us free. And when we know we are 
loved, it touches every fiber of our being. Paul wrote, “Love is patient 
and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. 
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice in wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends.”155 That, my friend, is the God who loves us! And when we 
know this God who loves us, his love can flow through us to others.

155  1 Corinthians 13:4–8.
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8

In the Book of Romans, Paul wrote, “The promise to Abraham 
and his descendants, that they should inherit the world, did not come 
through law but through the righteousness of faith.”156 He went on to 
say, “Fully convinced that God was able to do what He had promised.”157 
All of the promises of God and sharing in his Glory are fulfilled in 
Christ and, “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us.”158

In order to truly live and experience the power of God, we all come 
to a point in our lives that I call the Abrahamic moment. What, exactly, 
is the Abrahamic moment? Back in the twelfth chapter of Genesis, the 
Lord came to Abraham and said, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And 
I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.”159

In essence, God was saying to Abraham, “Leave everything that 
you find comfortable and secure, because I’m going to be sending you 
to a new place where I’m going to bless you, and you will be a bless-
ing.” For Abraham, what he was being asked to leave was very easy 
156  Romans 4:13.
157  Romans 4:21.
158  Romans 5:5.
159  Genesis 12:1–3.



From Death t o LiFe

S 104 s

to understand. It was a city, a land, and a country. But what is it as 
Christians that we are being asked to leave to begin our journey? What 
do we have to do to “get there”?

Let’s go back for a moment to the garden. Remember what hap-
pened when God showed up? He asked Adam a question, “Where are 
you?”160 Adam’s answer doesn’t appear at first to actually answer that 
question “Where are you?” Yet in reality, it does. Remember that I said, 
“His answer was an emotional condition (I was afraid) and a spiritual 
condition (I was naked).” This is exactly “where” Adam truly was after 
the fall. It is this place that we “go from,” just as surely as Abraham left 
his kindred and his country.

This “place” that Adam had been brought into was a place of sepa-
ration, fear, and guilt. It was a place where Adam felt that he needed 
to do something (wear the fig leaves) to try to ease his fear and guilt 
by hiding. Adam had come into a “place” in which he believed that he 
could make things right again by covering up the consequences. Adam 
wanted to hide from God because he believed he had to hide. Yet it was 
a lie then, and it is a lie now!

Even as Christians, we can be dragged back into this place where 
we believe that we can and must “fix” things and hide from God. We 
don’t use fig leaves anymore. We have become so much more sophisti-
cated. We fall back into religious activities that have the appearance of 
seeking God but are really all about what we are doing. That should not 
be a surprise because even Abraham, while on his way to the promised 
“land,” along with his wife, Sarai, fell back into the “place of Adam”:

Now, Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She 
had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar; and 
Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has pre-
vented me from bearing children; go in to my maid; it 
may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram 
harkened to the voice of Sarai.161

160  Genesis 3:9.
161  Genesis 16:1–2.
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Even the Bible’s “great ones” get caught up in the lie. That is because 
the “great ones” are not great because of what they did. They are great 
because of what they trusted God to do. As it turned out that Hagar 
and Abram’s child, conceived through human effort, wound up fleeing 
from Abram and Sarai’s presence because there was no peace between 
them, and Sarai was granted the son of promise from the Lord.

The Abrahamic moment for the Christian means letting go and 
trusting God. You stop believing that God is angry with you. You stop 
believing that God does not love you. You stop believing that there is 
anything that you can do to get “good” again. You stop believing in 
anything except the loving heart of God and what he has done through 
his son Jesus Christ. You stop living in fear of your greatest friend. You 
stop living in guilt that has already been nailed to the cross. You stop 
living as if there was one thing more that needs to be done. You stop 
believing that anything depends on your “goodness,” rather than on 
love. After you have stopped doing all of that, then you turn to the 
God who has always loved you, and you “Cast all your anxieties on 
him, for he cares about you.”162 You approach “Boldly the throne of 
grace,” because it is not the monster sitting on it, it is your Father.163 You 
see, the essence of the Gospel is that we can finally go home again. We 
are given the most amazing picture of our own personal homecoming 
in the Gospel of Luke:

But while he was yet at a great distance, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran, and kissed him. 
And the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.” But the father said to his servants, 
“Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and 
bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make 
merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again.”164

162  2 Peter 5:7.
163  Hebrews 4:16, KJV.
164  Luke 15:20–24.
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The Abrahamic moment is that instant when we can open our 
hearts and hear the full and glorious truth from the Holy Spirit himself 
that “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free 
from the law of sin and death.”165

Abraham’s journey was to lead him into the land of promise. Our 
journey’s destination is to lead us into “the rest of God.” The Greek 
word for rest means “a place of resting down.” In the Greek, that “rest” 
is a place. You see, when the Christian is asked, as Adam was asked, 
“Where are you?” our answer is not about fear and guilt. Our answer is 
that we have entered into “the rest of God.” Our Abrahamic moment 
is a call to leave behind our fear and our guilt and even death itself and 
go into a completely new place, the New Creation.

In all honesty, I have to admit that my Abrahamic “moment” un-
folded over a time span of many years. I lived for a very long time 
trying to do my best at being a Christian until, finally, failure after fail-
ure, God got through to me with the news that this was about what he 
could do for me and not about what I could do for him. And still, there 
are those times when I have to fight fear and doubt, only to rediscover 
that I’m not God. Only to rediscover that what I can’t do or accom-
plish or conquer, he can. Even though there was indeed a time at which 
the Holy Spirit led me into the true power of the Gospel of grace, I still 
have those smaller, almost endlessly repeating, minor Abrahamic mo-
ments because my life and circumstances keep changing and moving 
on me. God has to teach me in all of those new circumstances how to 
truly trust him and stop trying to be my own god.

I have a very good friend with a sister whom she dearly loves. 
Several months back, her sister was considering adopting some chil-
dren. The sister and her husband had wanted children but after three 
miscarriages had given up. This woman is now in her late thirties and 
has some significant health problems: rheumatoid arthritis, fibromyal-
gia, and more. Her pastor asked her to think about adopting an entire 
family of five children, ranging in ages from nine to eighteen years old. 

165  Romans 8:1–2.
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All of them had been abused and deprived of love, but one young girl 
in particular had been repeatedly sexually abused. When one of the 
boys had received bad grades at school, he had been locked in a closet 
for long periods of time without food. The children had been taken 
away from their parents and put in foster care. When my friend asked 
me what I thought about her sister adopting these kids, I immediately 
answered, “Is she crazy?” Not only does her sister have health problems, 
she and her husband are not well-off, financially, and to go from no 
children to five children who have been abused—nobody could handle 
this. “What a nightmare,” I expressed and blamed the pastor for even 
asking them. My friend agreed with me, as did the rest of her family. 
Yet to her sister’s credit, she ignored everyone and followed her heart 
and the leading of the Lord.

This past Christmas, her sister and the sister’s husband came to visit 
my friend and stayed at her house with all of these adopted children. My 
friend said she absolutely loved these children, and she spoke at length 
about all of the healing that was taking place in the children’s lives be-
cause of experiencing genuine love for the first time. My good friend 
filled me in on the intimate details on how these children were respond-
ing to love and how much she was blessed for being part of this process. 
At times, I had to fight back tears just listening to her. Then I remem-
bered my initial reaction, when I thought her sister was nuts just for 
thinking about adopting these kids. “What an asshole I can be at times,” 
I concluded. Then the words of Saint Theresa of Lisieux came back to 
me: “If you are willing to serenely bear the trial of being displeasing to 
yourself, then you will be for Jesus a pleasant place of shelter.”166

Any Abrahamic moment is very difficult for us. We intuitively 
know that if God doesn’t come through for us, we’re dead. We don’t 
mind talking about trusting the Lord in our lives, but don’t ask me to 
actually trust him when it comes to something I really care about. This 
is especially true if I can’t see how things could possibly work out. If 
you know the story of Abraham, he was no different than most of us, 
because he wavered from time to time, trying to help God out.

166  Collected Letters of Sister Teresa (Sheed and Ward, 1949), p. 303.
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When you really know what the New Creation is, it doesn’t take 
long for you to come to the conclusion that we can’t do this on our own. 
Several times over the years, I have been in conflict with another human 
being, and I knew that the situation was hopeless, apart from God’s 
intervention. When I’ve really locked horns to a point where neither I 
nor the other person will give an inch, I know that we are in trouble. 
Usually, at moments like these, the last thing I want to do is to pray with 
this person. Yet I learned that is exactly what I need to do. Frankly, I was 
amazed at the number of times the other person agreed to pray with me. 
We found a quiet place and asked the Lord for his help to work out the 
problems between us. Every time I did this and the other person agreed 
to pray with me, God always showed up and answered us. Usually, it 
was immediate. Sometimes it was after an hour or two. And on rare 
occasions it may have taken an evening, but he always showed up and 
brought about reconciliation. I’ve also done this when more than one 
person was involved. We have to step out in faith, and then God will do 
what he promised to do. God is a God of forgiveness and reconciliation, 
and he can move mountains if we are open to him.

There are so many examples of men and women of faith in the 
Bible, and one of my favorites is David. All of the armies of Israel 
trembled when Goliath came forward at the valley of Elah and chal-
lenged the God of Israel. Every man of valor in Israel’s army hid in 
the trenches, but not David. David was just a boy at the time. David 
declared, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?”167 David went out and slew the giant.

We all have giants in our lives, and the issue becomes, “What are we 
going to do about them?” Do we want to be controlled by our fears and 
hide in the trenches? Or do we want to put our trust in the Lord and 
slay these giants? We can say with David, “Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for thou art with me.”168

What about Rahab, the prostitute who welcomed and hid the spies, 
yet did not perish because she trusted in God to deliver her?169 Consider 
167  1 Samuel 17:26.
168  Psalms 23:4.
169  Hebrews 11:31.
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King Nebuchadnezzar, who set up a golden image and declared that 
everyone was to fall down and worship the idol. “And whoever does 
not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fi-
ery furnace.”170 Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego paid no heed to the 
king and refused to worship the golden image.171 The king tried to force 
the issue, and these men answered by saying, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to answer you in this matter. If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is about to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace; and he 
will deliver us out of your hands, O King, but if not, be it known to 
you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image which you have set up.”172 Of course, we all know the story of 
how God delivered these three men.

It struck me, when reviewing this story, how closely it resembles 
what the Antichrist will do when he comes on the final scene. The 
whole world will worship him and bow down to the “golden calf” out 
of fear. Those who do not have the mark of the beast will not be able 
to buy or sell.

We all walk through the valley of the shadow of death at times 
in our lives. For those in Christ, we face only a shadow of death, not 
death itself ever again. Jesus died for us and rose again so that we could 
have a new beginning, which is the New Creation. Christians have no 
valid reason to fear a shadow. I have seen and I have experienced the 
place that God has prepared for us, a place in which we will live and 
God will be with us. The magnitude and intensity of the Glory that I 
witnessed are unfathomable. God has done everything necessary for us 
to live with him in eternal Glory. Jesus is “The way and the truth and 
the life; no one comes to the Father but by Him.”173 He did all of this for 
you and me, and we experience this reality in the Abrahamic moment.

There is a form of faith that has nothing to do with God. It is a 
faith that is conjured up in our flesh, and the focus of this faith is on 
the self and the old nature. Real faith is a response to what God is 

170  Daniel 3:5–6.
171  Daniel 3:14–15.
172  Daniel 3:16–18.
173  John 14:6.
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doing. This kind of faith is dependent on the very character of God. 
Take a good look at those young men who flew the planes into the 
World Trade Center on 9/11/2001. Those young men were willing to 
give up their lives because they were convinced that Americans were 
the enemy. Talk about faith, these men had it. They believed that what 
they were doing was for God. Righteous indignation burned within 
them, and they sacrificed their lives to an angry god whom they wor-
shipped. Yet all of their faith and sacrifice was in vain. It doesn’t matter 
how much they “believed.” The object of their faith was based in a lie.

The focus of real faith is never about us. Our old nature will often 
say, “I gotta’ believe, I gotta’ believe, I gotta’ believe.” Someone with 
this kind of faith thinks, “The reason that God didn’t come through 
for me was because I didn’t believe hard enough.” This sort of thinking 
is total horse shit and has nothing to do with real faith. Real faith is 
depending on and trusting the Lord who loves us. We can trust that 
God will be there for us, and he will give us the faith we need to face 
whatever comes into our lives. Peter, in the flesh, boldly declared to 
Jesus that he would never deny him. Before the night was over, Peter 
had denied Jesus three times. At the end of his life, Peter chose to be 
crucified upside down, and you can bet your life that Jesus was right 
there with him, and his grace was sufficient. The faith that I am talk-
ing about comes from God and is part of the New Creation.

Each of us must work out his or her own salvation. It requires the 
ongoing process of surrendering to the guidance of the Holy Spirit—
making a choice to know God intimately. There will be times in our 
lives when we come to these ongoing Abrahamic moments and put 
ourselves on the line to take a leap of faith. These are scary moments, 
for we know that if God doesn’t come through for us, we’re dead. Yet 
the fact of the matter is, God swallowed up death in Christ and came 
out the other side. It doesn’t matter how scared you are. What matters 
is this: when you face those Abrahamic moments, you take a leap into 
the arms of the God who loves you.



S 111 s

12
Spiritual Warfare

8

There is a lot of fear and uncertainty around the globe. Terrorism 
is on the increase, and we see political unrest all over the world. Just 
a few years back, we almost witnessed a complete financial meltdown 
here in the United States. The economy of many countries is hanging 
in the balance, and pessimism hangs over the world like a dark cloud. 
Many Christians believe we are living in the last days. Of course, every 
generation of Christians since the resurrection of Christ has believed 
that they were living in the end times. There have always been wars 
and rumors of wars, economic hardship, and political unrest. In one 
sense, it is a moot question for us as Christians. Even though we long 
for the day Christ returns, we do get to experience his presence now.

The reason I believe we are living in the end times is because I 
believe the world is under the judgment of God. A lot of times, we 
don’t completely understand just what the “judgment of God” really 
means. In the Book of Romans, Paul wrote about the judgment of 
God: “Therefore God gave them up in the lust of their hearts.”174 God 
does not punish us; we punish ourselves. The “judgment of God” 
means simply that he allows us to receive exactly what we truly want. 
Those people who are headed to hell are headed in that direction by 

174  Romans 1:24.
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their own choice, their own desires! “Hell is essentially a state of being 
which we fashion for ourselves: a state of final separateness from God 
which is the result not of God’s repudiation of man, but man’s repudia-
tion of God and a repudiation which is eternal precisely because it has 
become, in itself, immovable” (Peck).175

Throughout the scriptures, we are given prophetic revelations con-
cerning the end times and the second return of Christ. Granted, the 
scriptures state that no man knows the day or the hour, but plenty of 
warnings say that there will be skeptics and scoffers concerning the 
prophecies of Christ’s second return. I personally think one of the most 
sobering warnings concerns the parable of the maidens given by Jesus 
in the Book of Matthew: “The Kingdom of Heaven shall be compared 
to ten maidens who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were wise, and five were foolish. For when the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and 
slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet Him.’ Then all those maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. 
And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘Perhaps there will not be enough for 
us and for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
in with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut.”176

For those who reject God’s plan of salvation in Christ, there is no 
hope. Jesus died for the sins of the entire world and rose from the grave 
to become the pioneer of a new life for everyone. It is God’s desire for 
all to be saved, but God is not going to drag anyone into heaven, kick-
ing and screaming. Once a person really comes to understand the love 
of God, it is unimaginable to me how anyone could reject that love. 
Now, I’m not writing about rejecting the “Jesus” whom religion has 
created in its own image, because I reject that god as well. I’m talking 
about the Jesus I have come to know who loves me and has invited me 
to share in his life.

175  M. Scott Peck, People of the Lie  (New York: Touchstone, 1983), p. 73.
176  Matthew 25:1–10.
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Even though I cannot imagine anyone rejecting Jesus when he or 
she comes face-to-face with him, I am reminded that this is about a 
spirit. When I see the spirit of the world’s religions, there is no doubt 
in me that I would reject their god. To illustrate, I’ll use a hypothetical 
situation. We all walk by faith. Yet just for a moment, let’s assume that 
the god of those boys who flew the planes into the World Trade Center 
really is God, a monster god who would ask such a thing of his fol-
lowers: to strap bombs to their backs and blow themselves up and kill 
others because of their hatred toward mankind. I absolutely reject that 
god and would not worship him. To spend an eternity with that god 
would be hell for me. One could only worship such a god out of fear.

There is definitely a spiritual war going on in this world, and as 
Christians we feel the tension. As we gaze around us, we witness our 
institutions crumbling, and many of the things we viewed as sacred are 
turning to dust. Fear is being magnified everywhere. Everything that 
does not contain the Spirit of Christ is being exposed. The true motiva-
tions of men are coming to the surface for all to see.

The battle of faith for each of us who knows Christ is to continue 
to trust God. Sometimes Christians get caught up in the illusion and 
believe that our role is somehow about trying to save those crumbling 
institutions. It is easy to believe, as the Pharisees did, that the king-
dom of heaven is somehow represented by our own political or even 
“religious” beliefs, instead of simply by our being the vehicles of God’s 
love on this planet to all mankind. When Satan made the offer to Jesus 
concerning “all the kingdoms of the world” and promised that “All of 
these I will give to you,” the offer included each and every kingdom 
that existed and ever would exist, including us.177 Many times, it is very 
difficult to keep in mind that the kingdom of heaven is not defined by 
any geographic, political, or economic boundaries. “For God so loved 
the world” is a blanket statement with no limits on that love whatso-
ever. It is so easy to lose sight of the fact that the love that is from God 
directs us to pray for and bless our enemies and seek with all of the 
heart of God to bring them into that very kingdom of love, rather than 

177  Matthew 4:8–9.
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to destroy them. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend expecting 
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be 
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”178 In a loveless world given 
over to self-absorption, greed, and laziness, this is impossible to do, 
apart from the Holy Spirit. Often I have to ask the Lord to deliver me 
from myself, my fears, and to give me the capacity to keep going so that 
I can be a place of shelter in the name of Jesus.

If you doubt that there is a spiritual war going on, you can try a 
little experiment for yourself. First, ask yourself this question: Am I 
having difficulty with any of my relationships? It may be a spouse, a 
friend, a business associate, a child, a brother or a sister, or someone you 
know at church. If the person you are having trouble with knows the 
Lord, ask that person if he or she would be willing to pray with you. 
Both of you can seek healing before the God who loves you both. If 
the person agrees to pray with you, you will be astounded at what the 
Lord will do. You will witness the parting of the Red Sea for yourself. 
If the person you are having trouble with doesn’t know the Lord, ask 
the Lord to give you love for that person and ask the Lord for grace to 
see this person through his eyes. Make yourself available to the Holy 
Spirit, and you won’t believe the transformation that will take place in 
you. The joy you will receive is the reward that Jesus spoke about. You 
will also quickly discover how impossible this is to do in the flesh—
namely, the old nature. The old nature is repulsed by coming to the 
Lord and admitting our need for him. The old nature does not seek 
reconciliation, but rather it seeks vengeance and wants to wallow in its 
hurts. The old nature is incapable of love and seeks to justify itself, as 
it nurses and licks its wounds. We live in a loveless world, and there 

178  Luke 6:32–36.
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are millions of people out there searching for the love of Christ. They 
just need someone to help show them the way. I’m not talking about 
taking up a cause or getting burned out, trying to perform for the god 
of religion. I’m talking about making yourself available to the Holy 
Spirit in love.

For many years I felt, “How can God ever use someone like me?” 
I know that there have been men and women who did phenomenal 
things for God, but I couldn’t possibly be one of them. I know who I 
am, deep down, even if very few other people do. I could never be one 
of the “heroes.”

Just take a moment with me to consider who some of the “he-
roes” of the faith were and the mistakes they made. We talked about 
Abraham and his “one little mistake” concerning Hagar and Ishmael. 
That mistake today has blossomed into the entire Arab–Israeli con-
flict, and it continually threatens to bring the world to the brink of 
war. It seems that this wasn’t Abraham’s only problem. We all know 
the things that make us look up to him. Hebrews 11 goes on and on 
about all of the acts of faith that are attributed to Abraham. Yet it does 
not mention his brief acts of cowardice when he sold his own wife. 
Consider the situation in Genesis, Chapter 12:

Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went 
to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in 
the land. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to 
Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful 
to behold; and when the Egyptians see you, they will 
say, ‘This is his wife’; then they will kill me, but they 
will let you live. Say you are my sister, that it may go 
well with me because of you, and that my life may be 
spared on your account.” When Abram entered Egypt 
the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beauti-
ful. And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they 
praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into 
Pharaoh’s house. And for her sake he dealt well with 
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Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, he-asses, menservants, 
maidservants, she-asses and camels.179

Now we come to Moses, the law giver. Moses had a tendency to try 
to worm out of the things that God asked him to do. He didn’t seem 
all that gung-ho to do any of the things that God wanted him to do. 
He was also the modern-day equivalent of a bail jumper on murder 
charges. The entire reason he wound up in the desert to begin with was 
that he had to get out of Egypt because he had killed an Egyptian. Yet 
look what God accomplished through this man.

Then there was Samson. God used him at a critical time during 
which the nation was under serious threat from the Philistines. Samson 
had a hobby, and that hobby wasn’t golf. Samson’s hobby just hap-
pened to be Philistine prostitutes.180 Yet look what God accomplished 
through this man.

Then just look at the assortment of people whom Jesus seemingly 
went out of his way to embrace: prostitutes, Romans of all kinds, tax 
collectors, and fishermen (the equivalent of our modern-day construc-
tion workers). Just imagine Jesus showing up today and telling people 
that he was going to change the world, and he was going to pick the 
A-team, starting with the guy holding the “Slow” sign down at the 
road construction site. Yet look what God accomplished through these 
people.

But I’ve saved the best for last: David, someone whom God did 
declare to be a “man after his own heart.” David’s troubles are well 
known, but I think too many times we glaze over them. This guy 
really did bed down a married woman and then arrange to have her 
husband, a man serving and fighting under his command and loyal to 
him, killed under his explicit orders. That isn’t light-weight stuff. That 
is pretty heavy-duty “sin,” to most people. David, at one point of his 
life, spent time hiding in caves to keep one of his own children from 
killing him.

179  Genesis 12:10–16.
180  Judges 16:1–6.
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David made lots of mistakes. All of these heroes of the faith made 
lots of mistakes. Many of these mistakes were not made before they 
knew God, but rather in the context of their relationship with God. I 
can so identify with these people. I have made such a mess out of my 
own life, from time to time, yet I sometimes feel like the most impor-
tant person in the universe. The Lord treats me as if I’m his favorite 
and spotless. And do you know why he treats me this way? I am! You 
and I in Christ are spotless. David understood what I am saying,

  “For God alone my soul waits in silence;
  From Him comes my salvation,
  He alone is my rock and my salvation,
  my fortress; I shall not be greatly moved.”181

What David knew absolutely was that his relationship with God 
was not about whom David was. He knew that his relationship with 
God was about whom God was and the love inside of God’s heart, not 
the darkness within his own heart. When it came to his relationship 
with God, David threw the fig leaves away. This love and this rela-
tionship are completely available to you. The only reason that any of 
us don’t have this kind of relationship with God is because we simply 
don’t want to throw all of the fig leaves away. This relationship is open 
to everyone. It is just like the rain that falls from heaven. Anybody 
willing to go outside can get as wet as he or she wants to and drink as 
deeply of it as David did, but the fig leaves have to go. The only thing 
we have to do is come to God in full-frontal honesty.

What do heroes of the faith look like today? Let me share a personal 
story about someone whom I know in my heart stands tall in God’s 
Hall of Fame. Harold is a truck driver. He is one of those individuals 
who always seems to be in a good mood and brings a breath of fresh air 
to life. He is funny, and he doesn’t have a religious bone in his body. 
Harold does love the ladies and jokes around with them, but the truth 
is, he is harmless and is faithful to his wife. Harold had a son with 
Down’s syndrome, and the boy died in his early twenties. Harold’s 
heart was broken, and he confessed to a close friend that he did not care 

181  Psalms 62:1–2.



From Death t o LiFe

S 118 s

if he died as well. Most of us who have experienced real loss, especially 
when a loved one dies, know how that feels. Time passed, and Harold 
grew stronger. His wife asked him whether he would consider adopting 
another child. “No way,” he answered. She persisted in her request, and 
again he said, “Not a chance.” Then Harold stated, “The Lord would 
have to call me up on the phone and ask me directly before I would 
consider adopting a child.” I could have told Harold that saying this 
was a mistake. He got the call! There were three little girls involved, 
but the smallest, Mattie, was already spoken for. So Harold and his 
wife picked up the two girls, and they became part of his family. After 
eight months, they went before the judge to complete the adoption. 
While in front of the judge, Harold found out that the girls’ little sister, 
Mattie, was not going to be adopted. The couple who had her felt that 
they couldn’t afford to raise this little girl. When Harold found out 
she was going to be placed back into the state system, he couldn’t let 
go of it. He petitioned his wife about adopting little Mattie. “No way,” 
she said. “Three would be too many.” Harold came back at her more 
than once, and finally his wife relented: “Okay, but you need to build 
me another bedroom and bathroom.” The deal was done. He took the 
money out of his savings and got the rooms built. A few days after they 
adopted little Mattie, she ran up, threw her arms around Harold’s leg, 
and called him Daddy. Harold confesses that these three little girls 
are the joy and love of his life, especially the little one. It seems that 
no matter how tough his days are, little Mattie can always make him 
laugh. As a final note, Harold went out to the mailbox to retrieve his 
mail and found a thick envelope. The postmark was from out of town. 
When he opened the envelope, it was full of cash. The amount was 
almost, to the dollar, what he had to spend on the two new rooms. 
There was a note attached to the cash that read, “The Lord wanted me 
to send this money to you.” Harold’s only comment was, “What kind 
of a person would send that much cash through the mail?” I could 
have told Harold what kind of person would do that: the same kind of 
person that Harold is.
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We so often lose sight of the true nature of the spiritual warfare 
we are all a part of. Remember that at the core of our fallen nature is 
a liar whose greatest joy is to get us caught up in his lie. Satan’s ongo-
ing assault is to move our gaze from the Glory of God to our own 
weaknesses.

Satan would have us believe that our mission is to reform the world 
and its institutions, when our real mission is to help transform the 
world and the hearts of those who are alive with us today. We all too 
often become confused and get involved in judgment, when the reality 
is that our greatest and only weapon in this warfare is love.

When the son of man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with Him, then he will sit down on his glorious 
throne. Before Him will be gathered all the nations, 
and he will separate them one from another as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will 
place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats on the 
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
“Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundations of the world; for 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.” 
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did 
we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give 
thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and 
welcome thee, or naked and cloth thee? And when did 
we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?” And the 
king will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you do 
it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.”182

182  Matthew 25:31–40.
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“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”183

“Woe to you, scribes, Pharisees and hypocrites! For you traverse sea 
and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, 
you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.”184

That last quotation stands as some of the harshest words that Jesus 
ever spoke. An honest reading of the New Testament quickly reveals 
that Jesus was much harsher with those who relied on religion and 
ritual than he ever was with the so-called morally corrupt sinners of 
his day. The reason Jesus took this stance is just as important today as 
it was two thousand years ago. Religion is the last obstacle that Satan 
has to keep the born-again Christian from experiencing the fullness 
of love, joy, and peace that is the New Creation. Religion is the most 
dangerous lie that Satan has, because it appears to be the closest to the 
truth.

What could be more appealing and offer more community and 
fellowship than religious activities? What could possibly be more at-
tractive than seeking to do good, obey the laws, honor your country, 
live as an upstanding citizen, and forthrightly fulfill your obligations 

183  Galatians 5:1, KJV.
184  Matthew 23:15.
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to family and friends? There is absolutely nothing wrong with any of 
these activities, except that doing them does not solve the problem of 
death. Recall Christ’s words that we looked at earlier: “On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you evildoers.’”185 Once again, these are harsh words. Yet make no 
mistake about it, these words were aimed directly at the heart of all 
religions. What Jesus was saying is that freedom and life are not about 
the things we do. Freedom and life are about being connected to him 
in a personal, intimate relationship.

If it seems as if I have been especially hard on religion, it is be-
cause I have personally experienced the bondage that religion brings. 
Shortly after my conversion, I was snatched from a new life back into 
the empty wells of religious striving. The reason I spend so much time 
talking about the apostle Paul and his days as a Pharisee is that I, too, 
was the chief of Pharisees. Only, unlike Paul, I became a Pharisee after 
I became a Christian.

When I was a young man, friends couldn’t believe what had 
happened to me. I had come to Jesus! My parents were shocked and 
embarrassed when a Christian radio station broadcast the story of my 
conversion. The public revelation of my soiled and sordid lifestyle prior 
to accepting Christ soundly shattered the image of the perfect, God-
fearing family that was so important to my parents. What would the 
neighbors think?

As a new Christian on fire for the Lord, I wanted to win the world 
for Christ. I had seen the light and was determined to convert everyone 
around me. As a young zealot, I start witnessing to everyone I knew.

The Holy Spirit now dwelled within me, and I had a burning de-
sire to convert those around me, but I was still basically me. I liked to 
smoke and drink, and I enjoyed being around pretty women. At the 
time, I didn’t think of my lifestyle as being one of temptation and sin, 
and I felt loved by God. I knew I was a forgiven man. I soon got the 

185  Matthew 7:22–23.
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message, however, from the Christian community that Christians are 
supposed to conform their lives to the teachings of the Bible. Reading 
and studying the Bible were absolute necessities. Memorizing it was 
even better. The Bible had a lot to say about the behaviors and the life-
style I embraced. After dutifully immersing myself in the words of the 
Bible and listening to the counsel of the Christian leadership around 
me, I concluded that I needed to make some changes in my behavior 
in order to please God.

As I look back over my life, it does feel a bit strange to me. I had 
truly been born again in the Spirit, but even though I had been born 
into freedom, I was quickly sold into slavery. By saying this, I’m not 
denying my own responsibility. I am a competitive sort of person. I love 
to fish and have spent thousands of hours becoming a good fisherman. 
When I was younger, I was a good football player, a good kick-boxer, 
and a good businessman, and I generally liked being good at what-
ever I wanted to do. So, being trapped into a performance-oriented 
Christianity, with me doing things for God, totally fit my personality. I 
was just completely unaware that all of this performance, “works righ-
teousness” religion was based on a lie and was connected to an apostate 
church. This had nothing to do with Jesus Christ and the loving work 
of the Holy Spirit.

After my conversion as a young man, it was not long before I was 
recruited into an evangelical organization, where my job was to disciple 
students on the campus and the surrounding community for Christ.

In order to be a “disciple for Christ,” one first had to understand 
what was expected. There were standards to uphold if you intended 
to set yourself apart from most of the community and be a “man of 
God.” Reading, memorizing, and quoting scripture were mainstays of 
the organization, and the hierarchy set the standards for diligent Bible 
study. A select group of individuals had determined that some 180 
verses from both the Old and the New Testament should be commit-
ted to memory. The idea was that these were promises from God that a 
person could claim and therefore should be memorized.
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If God wanted such commitment, he was going to get it from me. 
Over the next couple of years, I memorized the equivalent of 50 chap-
ters from both the New and the Old Testament, being able to easily 
cite chapter and verse when the “need” arose. If faith needed an object, 
what better object could one find than the word of God? In addition 
to studying on my own, I enrolled in a seminary in Dallas that special-
ized in preparing men for the ministry. Biblical scholars of great repute 
taught there, and I was mesmerized by their knowledge.

Witnessing to the lost was an obvious component of being a dis-
ciple. Yet as I look back, it wasn’t something that a lot of people liked 
to do, beyond paying lip service to the idea of sharing their faith. I 
noticed that the higher one climbed in the organization, the less the 
leaders actually got involved with the unsaved—after all, they were 
busy running the organization and measuring performance. That was 
not true of me. I wanted to save the lost. And if witnessing was what 
God wanted me to do and if it was part of being a disciple, then I was 
determined to be the best at it. Yet something bothered me in the core 
of my being —if you say someone is “lost,” what exactly is he or she 
lost from? Is the person lost because he or she believes or behaves differ-
ently from you? Does believing or behaving the same as another person 
make someone “found,” and if so, why?

Because I had spent most of my life being wrong, now that I was 
a Christian, I wanted to be right. More than anything, I wanted wis-
dom, because I believed wisdom would be the foundation that would 
carry me through life. At twenty-six, older than most of the students 
at NTSU, I related more personally to some of my professors than to 
my fellow students. The professors’ world consisted of ideas and the de-
sire to convey what they often deemed to be important, if not perfect, 
knowledge, and so did mine. Debate was a popular form of academic 
interaction, so debate them I did. The classroom soon became an arena 
where the battle of reasoning was waged. It was Christian theology op-
posed to humanism and relativism, the hot issues of the time. A few of 
my professors enjoyed the process, and one in particular, an agnostic, 
remains a friend to this day. Still, there were others who didn’t enjoy 
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being in my presence at all. They had their agendas, and I had mine. 
At the end of most debates, however, I left my opponents tongue-tied, 
red-faced, and frustrated. I could defend my position, and I could de-
fend it well.

It wasn’t long before my wife and I had many students hanging 
around our home who also wanted to be disciples for Christ. Some of 
them moved into our house for training, and the ministry grew. We 
had a sense of destiny and purpose, because we were winning the world 
for God. I didn’t realize at the time that the core of what the organiza-
tion stood for, and what I had bought into, was based on the same lie 
that I had vehemently rejected so many years ago. As a child, the lie 
was manifested in the need to be “good,” resulting in fear and shame. 
The lie was now manifested in performance. I had come full circle, 
once again trying to appease a demanding God.

In my personal life, I began to experience a numbing emptiness 
and lack of fulfillment, although I would not (could not) admit it. 
God demanded sacrifice, so who was I to grumble? My marriage was 
a source of pain, frustration, and unmet needs and desires, but divorce 
was simply not an option. The Bible is clear about divorce. The same 
was true with the lack of fulfillment in the other areas of my life, but 
there was no way out and no way to anesthetize the pain. Drinking was 
not an option. Smoking was not an option. Neither was fantasy, mas-
turbation, or pornography. Unmet needs loomed and grew. So did my 
sense of despair, as I felt trapped by the long list of biblical imperatives. 
Denial became a way of life. I later learned that the main problem with 
denial is that you store what is denied in your basement as a kitten, but 
when it breaks out of the cellar (and it will break out), it’s a roaring lion. 
At any rate, the only way I could make my faith work was to deny my 
needs and the desires of my heart. Visions of grandiosity helped ease 
the pain a bit. After all, I was saving the world for God, which served 
to feed my sense of self-righteousness. Feeling right led to feeling virtu-
ous, which my flesh enjoyed.

Crowning one’s self with virtue places one, at least in one’s own 
mind, in the highest state of existence. The setup was ideal. Being a 
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disciple for Christ was a lofty position, and maintaining my wisdom 
and virtuousness seemed of great value at the time. It made the pain 
worth it—or, at least, that was the concept I embraced. I was unable to 
look down the road toward the possible consequences. I wasn’t aware 
that my so-called virtue was hollow and meaningless, and that my pain 
was meant to be a warning. Not only was I blind to what constitutes 
real virtue, but my understanding of faith also didn’t allow for human 
frailty. I was caught in a death grip between my belief that I had to per-
form for God—the belief that God requires this of us—and my fleshly 
embracing of self-righteousness.

There were those who fit especially well within the organization, 
and some have remained with it to this day. Not long ago, I met a 
man who is still with the organization. This man became a Christian 
when we were both in Vietnam together, more than forty-five years 
ago. He’d joined me in Denton, Texas, after being discharged from 
the military, and he married a woman who had lived in our home for 
“training.” For more than twenty years, my friend headed up the orga-
nization’s ministry in Mexico, and he is now back in the States with a 
lofty title connected to his name. We spent a couple of hours together, 
and as we talked, he confessed that he longed for some reality in his 
life. He recalled the way God had touched him in Vietnam, but over 
the years, that reality had been reduced to a vague memory. Basically, 
he felt alone, sterile, and not at all sure about his future. I asked him if 
he felt loved by anyone in the organization or in his ministry, and his 
answer was no. He truly felt love from no one. No one!

This is so tragic when you think about it. The only reason I, or my 
tormented friend, had become Christians so many years ago was that 
the loving, gracious Spirit of God revealed himself to us. He opened 
our eyes and our hearts. There was absolutely nothing we had to do 
to be saved, except receive what Jesus had done for us. Jesus died and 
rose again for us. The work was done. It was complete! It cannot be 
improved on. There was nothing that we had to do to get “right” with 
God, because we were made “right” by the righteousness of Jesus. That 
is exactly what Jesus meant when he cried, “It is finished!”
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Yet religion had taken hold of both of us—religion, with its formulas 
and rules of behavior. Religion put us in bondage and killed the Spirit 
of life. In religion, one seeks to please God in order to either escape his 
wrath or win his love. In religion, it is never finished. Our debt is either 
never paid or must be repaid by proving our devotion to Jesus for having 
paid the debt. We lose sight of the God who truly loves us—we can’t see 
him in the midst of all of our activities of appeasing and pleasing.

Keep in mind that many of the activities I was involved in were not 
innocent. I am not saying that nothing good came out of those endeav-
ors. The dorms and the homes surrounding the campus held growing 
groups of people who diligently explored their Bibles. A great deal of 
time and thought went into studying God’s word and meditating on 
his will. People came to know Christ, and healing and personal growth 
did occur, but it had little to do with the goals of the organization. 
The good that came about had everything to do with the Holy Spirit 
of God being in intimate relationship with individual people. For the 
most part, I was not performing these activities because the Holy Spirit 
in my life led me to. I was trying to win God’s approval through my 
performance, forever pushing in order to please God. Scripture mem-
orization, Bible study, seminary classes, prayer meetings, seminars, 
witnessing, and tithing well beyond the “mandatory” 10 percent were 
all done with zeal. All of these practices were strictly adhered to, so that 
God would be pleased, and I would gain special favor with him. At the 
time, it seemed so right, dead right!

Time passed, and my circumstances went from bad to worse. Of 
course, as I look back at all of it now, how could it not have gone from 
bad to worse? It’s like being an alcoholic or a drug addict. When you 
first start doing booze or drugs, it’s all a lot of fun and one big party. It 
is not until the years go by that you realize you are trapped in a lifestyle 
of death.

Breaking out of religion, as with drug and alcohol addiction, seems 
so very difficult, because you are absolutely trapped in a lie. I personally 
felt trapped, yet at the same time I thought I was letting God down. I 
was trapped in a dead marriage, and I was not free to be myself.
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Unbeknownst to anyone, I contemplated suicide. I was living in 
silence and isolation, and I wasn’t going to last much longer. One par-
ticular evening, I went to bed in a fit of depression. Around two o’clock 
in the morning God awakened me. Then he spoke to me in actual 
words that were heard by my spirit. He personally addressed me by 
name and said, “I know and appreciate what you are trying to do, but 
it has already been done through my son.” His words were gentle and 
loving, and although the words were few, the understanding and illu-
mination that went through me magnified those words a million times 
over. Everything to which I had devoted myself, my entire belief sys-
tem, my sense of virtue, and my hope for deliverance, had been based 
on my own understanding of God’s truth. My hard work and sacrifice 
had been in vain. I had been completely wrong in my understanding of 
the Christian life. Other than the issue of my salvation, I had forfeited 
the true Christian life of trust, love, hope, and joy that the Holy Spirit 
brings, for the bondage and death of religion. Apart from my conver-
sion, that was the first time the Lord actually spoke to me. Since that 
day, he speaks to me often. If you are trapped in religion, it is very dif-
ficult to hear the voice of God.

Religion wants to remove us from Christ and replace that life-giv-
ing, intimate relationship with activities, beliefs, and rituals. Religion 
wants to convince us that doing certain things and believing certain 
things are what Christianity really is all about. Religion literally wants 
to give us that which is “Having the form of godliness, but denying the 
power.”186 And what is that power? Paul made it very clear in Philippians: 
“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection.”187 Remember 
from Chapter 2, “Christianity is not when you give your life to Christ, 
but rather when he gives his life to you.” That is exactly what Paul 
wrote to the church at Galatia, when people were being seduced into 
turning away from God’s gracious gift of freedom and life to a life of 
moral and religious striving under the law: “My little children, with 
whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!”188

186  2 Timothy 3:5, KJV.
187  Philippians 3:10.
188  Galatians 4:19.
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The life and freedom that Jesus promises are not about personal 
striving. The life and freedom that Jesus offers are not about making 
a decision to start being good and stop being bad. The life and free-
dom that Jesus brings are not about mustering up the effort to start 
conforming our lives to a set of moral standards. Rather, the life and 
freedom that Jesus gives are about deep, inward, spiritual transforma-
tion. The life and freedom from Christ are the mystery of the New 
Creation: “That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you 
to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, 
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may have power to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.”189

189  Ephesians 3:16–19.



S 129 s

14
Freedom in Christ

8

Jesus’s time on earth initiated a period of profound transition, one 
in which God was moving from the old to something completely new. 
God had begun preparing his people for this transition hundreds of 
years earlier in the writings of the prophets. Within the words of these 
men, God advanced the narrative, the revelation of his redemption, 
from a state of separation and death.

In the book of Isaiah, God promised, “Behold, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare.”190 Jesus was read-
ing from Isaiah when he stood in front of the people in his hometown 
synagogue.191 Jesus declared that Isaiah prophesied about him and that 
he was God’s chosen one.

We can only imagine the looks on the faces of the men, old and 
young, who sat listening to Jesus that day. Jewish scholars had long 
known that Isaiah’s prophesies were about the Messiah and his king-
dom, the final glorious Kingdom of Israel that he would establish. 
Now, on that day, one of their own had stood and declared, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”192 The Jews had longed 
for the coming of their Messiah throughout the centuries, but now, 

190  Isaiah 4:2–9, RSV.
191  Luke 4:16–22, RSV.
192  Luke 4:21.
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especially now, under the rule of Rome they were more than ready for 
the establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom. This man, Jesus, seemed 
to be fulfilling their long-awaited dreams as he declared on many occa-
sions that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.193 He had also instructed 
his disciples to declare the imminent coming of the kingdom.194 “The 
Kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they 
say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in the 
midst of you.”195

After the fall, Satan tried to hide from Adam and Eve the true 
nature of their new condition. We, conversely, after so many years of 
revelation and teaching, are in a position to comprehend what Adam 
and Eve could not. Yet Satan is still trying, with all of the wiles avail-
able to him, to keep us in death. He has brought about confusion 
and distortions, even to those who have embraced God’s salvation in 
Christ. Satan has done this since the foundation of the Church. The 
issues Paul battled, with regard to the new believers in Galatia, are 
the same battles we fight today. Satan wants to drag us back under 
the bondage of law. As Christians, our relationship with God is based 
solely on the finished work of Christ and our restored relationship with 
him through the power of the Holy Spirit. Satan attempts to attach law 
to the grace of God.

We understand what the phrase “the law” means. It is the Mosaic 
law of the Old Testament. Even though we are familiar with the 
Mosaic law as a particular, we need to understand that there is a gen-
eral relational principle of law. It is really a very simple principle. The 
principle is that a relationship, any relationship, for its establishment, 
continuance, or both, is dependent on adhering to or conforming to 
certain actions or conditions, meeting certain expectations. The dy-
namic of this law’s principle can be summed up in two familiar words: 
command and obedience. Yet this is not how the grace of God works at 
all. We are told emphatically, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
193  Matthew 4:17.
194  Matthew 10:7. 
195  Luke 17:20–21.



S 131 s

freedoM In chrIst

eternal life.”196 This often-quoted and much-memorized verse makes at 
least four things abundantly clear. First, that our salvation has come 
to us because of God’s love for us. It is therefore rooted in something 
that is completely unwavering, unchanging, and immutable. Second, 
that the eternal life that we have is based solely on the finished work of 
Christ. There is absolutely nothing that we do to deserve it, preserve it, 
or make it better in any way. Third, that the “condition,” and the only 
condition, is faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ. Finally, this 
eternal life is not just for some future time; it is here and now. So, how 
has the Gospel been tied to a principle of law for us today?

Satan has accomplished this exactly as he did it in the garden. The 
most obvious way Satan has done this in our day has been to lead us into 
confusion about what large portions of the New Testament are commu-
nicating. He has led us to believe that Christ’s words of “obedience to the 
commandments” were being addressed to the Church, when they were 
really being spoken to Jews who were under the ill-fated law. Do not ever 
think that the New Testament does not call us to obedience. It does. Yet 
the obedience that the New Testament calls us to is not obedience to the 
Mosaic law. It is obedience to something completely different. We must 
never lose sight of the absolute, immutable truth that we are not under 
the law, but we are under grace.197 Satan is subtle, however. He has qui-
etly diverted our understanding of the power and beauty that the New 
Testament is declaring in the Gospel. We have been led to view much 
of the New Testament from within an “Old Testament” framework. 
When this happens, what should be unbridled joy is clouded by a dead-
ening sense of religious duty. What should be deep and eternal peace is 
overshadowed by almost ghostly hints of doubt and anxiety. And our 
freedom in Christ is dimmed by a faint voice from somewhere inside, 
still telling us that we are being condemned for all of those things that 
we do wrong. Let’s look at just a few of the important areas that Satan 
has influenced by considering some of the New Testament words that 
we see in this Old Testament framework.

196  John 3:16.
197  Romans 6:14.
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Righteousness
Righteousness is a word that occupies a large portion of the New 

Testament. It is obviously a very significant subject, but what is being 
communicated in the New Testament by the word righteousness? As 
Christians, we are told that we are to live righteous lives. We are told 
to set our sights on righteousness and to strive toward it. We are told 
that righteousness is what God now wants from us in all of our affairs. 
Leading a righteous life, we are told, is the Christian life. Yet what 
many are hearing is not at all what the New Testament is saying. The 
problem has come about because in our minds, righteousness has been 
inseparably married to the idea of moral goodness, which is connected 
to the lie “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”198 And even 
worse, it has become connected to our own moral goodness. When this 
is done, all of the references in the New Testament about righteousness 
become statements about our need to be moral, to be good, to act up-
right according to the standards of conduct that we are taught by the 
Church. When this happens, the New Testament righteousness has 
become simply a brick in the wall of a legal relationship, which is the 
very kind of relationship that the Gospel leads us out of.

When the New Testament talks about righteousness, it is speaking 
about the righteousness of God.199 The New Testament makes it abun-
dantly clear that righteousness resides in no man: “None is righteous, 
no, not one.”200 The New Testament further tells us that righteousness 
is not the product of our efforts or anything that we can do to obtain 
it. It is a gift. “If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man Jesus Christ.”201 This righteousness is the righteousness of God, 
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.”202 If you have been led 
to believe that the Christian life is about the pursuit of righteousness 

198  Genesis 3:5.
199  Romans 1:17, 3:5, 3:21, 3:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21, 9:9; 2 Peter 1:1.
200  Romans 3:10.
201  Romans 5:17.
202  2 Corinthians 5:21.
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(good moral behavior), then you have been dragged from the life of the 
Gospel back into the death of self-effort and the law. We are already 
righteous with the very righteousness of God when we are in Christ. 
There is nothing further to be achieved. “It is finished.”203 Becoming 
a Christian means accepting what has been done for us by Christ and 
turning from our own efforts. Becoming a Christian grants us the free-
dom to no longer strive for approval or forgiveness. We stand before 
God with the gift of absolute righteousness, the very righteousness of 
God. God sees us not as who we are in the flesh, but God sees us com-
pletely wrapped inside of the Glory of Christ.

“Does that mean that we, as Christians, just stay as we are and 
don’t need to worry about changing?” Not at all. The New Testament 
makes it very clear that we are to bear fruit. We are destined for good 
works. The New Testament also makes it clear that God, rather than 
our own efforts, is the origin and author of these works. “For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”204 Now here is the 
difference between the old and the new in our lives. Under the old, it 
was mankind’s responsibility to know what was good and what wasn’t, 
based on what the law taught. Then it was mankind’s responsibility to 
do what was good and to shun what was not. The law, however, taught 
us that this doesn’t work. So under the new, we are given a completely 
different dynamic, which is to “abide in Christ” as our pathway to 
good works.205 If you are scouring the New Testament looking for all of 
the things that you must now do as a Christian, just as the Jews were 
supposed to look to the law to understand what they were supposed 
to do to be righteous, then your New Testament has become nothing 
more than a law book for you. The message of the New Testament 
is not about a lifestyle of searching and doing. It is about a person. 
The message is about a relationship with that person: the risen Christ. 
Through that relationship, you will be transformed by the power of 
God: “Through his Spirit in the inner man.”206

203  John 19:30.
204  Ephesians 2:10.
205  John 15:4.
206  Ephesians 3:16.
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For many Christians today, this sounds too mysterious. We not 
only live in a scientific culture that attempts to connect all of the dots, 
we also live in a culture where religion has completely buried the Gospel 
of Christ. The Gospel is the mysterious working of God in our lives as 
we are led by the Holy Spirit.

“To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.” The “rest” that Christ promised us is the “rest” 
from looking toward our own self-efforts to change ourselves. We are 
told, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind that you may prove what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.”207 The word here translated 
as “mind” is the Greek word nous, which means “the higher powers of 
the soul,” and it is different from the Greek word that simply means 
“the intellect.” This is not telling us to “change by getting knowledge 
and information.” It is saying, “Be transformed,” through his Spirit in 
the inner man. We are not being told “to transform,” but “to be trans-
formed.” This transformation is not anything we do; it is done to us, 
by the working of the Holy Spirit.

The last few months have been a difficult time in my life, in regard 
to transformation. My flesh wants to believe it can transform itself. My 
flesh desperately wants to believe in the lie, of being morally superior 
to others. There are a couple of areas in my life where the Holy Spirit 
has made me very aware of the lack of wholeness in me. Let me em-
phasize, this is not guilt in me. I also feel completely loved and totally 
accepted by God, but I want change to take place in me. I want it! I 
want to be free and whole. I have talked to the Lord about these areas 
I want changed, and he is changing me. At times, it’s like watching the 
Red Sea part. Yet the process of changing hasn’t been as fast as I would 
like it to be. I like things to happen fast, and sometimes growth seems 
painfully slow. The process itself is so mysterious, I can’t articulate the 
dynamic. I can only talk around it. It is a mystery. The transformation 
I’m writing about is the resurrection. This is the New Creation. This is 

207  Romans 12:2.
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the New Testament righteousness, in which we are given the righteous-
ness of God.

Repentance
In the past, when I heard the word repentance, something inside 

me always got very nervous. I had been taught that for Christians, 
repentance meant that they stopped doing all of the bad things they 
were doing. I was never any good at doing that. And the constant call 
to repentance that I heard as a young Christian just pointed out to me 
how far away from being a “real” Christian I was. Yet God has been 
faithful over the years to bring me into freedom. One of the things he 
has freed me from has been the lie about what repentance really means. 
Repentance, just like the rest of the Christian life, is not about me and 
what I am supposed to do. It is about God and what he has already 
done. Repentance has nothing to do with me gutting my way through 
changing who I am or what I do. Repentance is not about bad behav-
ior. Repentance is about living inside the forgiveness and the newness 
that the grace of God has brought to me. It is about the New Creation.

As non-Christians, we are told to “repent and be baptized” to be-
come a Christian. As Christians, we are constantly told that we must 
“repent from our sins.” Even after I became a Christian, this always 
left me feeling a tremendous burden and responsibility that I knew I 
couldn’t meet. Of course, this was Satan’s goal, to lead me into fear and 
discouragement. So, what had I missed? What had I allowed myself to 
be deceived about concerning repentance? Was Christianity a constant 
and mostly losing battle against all of the bad behavior and “sin” in my 
life?”

One of my favorite parables is found in the fifteenth chapter of 
Luke. This parable illustrates true New Testament repentance:

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes mur-
mured, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” So Jesus told them this parable: “What 
man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one 
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of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder-
ness, and go after the one which is lost, until he finds 
it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.’ 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance.”

It is seductively easy to understand the word repentance here the 
way we always understood it. Unfortunately, repentance has once again 
been tied to the law. What we hear in that word is something that we 
have to do, but what did the sheep actually do? The shepherd here is 
Jesus, and obviously we, individually, are the sheep. It was the shepherd 
who went out and found the sheep. The sheep did not go to him. The 
sheep didn’t even go home under its own power because it was car-
ried on the shoulders of the shepherd. What did the sheep do? Where 
is the repentance in this parable that Jesus is talking about? The only 
thing that the sheep did was to consent to being found because it didn’t 
run away. It then rested on the shoulders of the shepherd on the way 
home. That is New Testament repentance. Repentance is “resting” on 
the shoulders of the shepherd and being carried home. Repentance is 
about living inside the newness of the New Creation and the forgive-
ness brought by the grace of God in Christ. Repentance is about no 
longer trying to be God and save ourselves by being good. It is just the 
opposite. Repentance is embracing all that God says is now true of us 
because of Jesus and turning from the guilt and the fear that were our 
lot in the past. Repentance is looking at ourselves through God’s eyes, 
instead of through the lies of fear and guilt that Satan presents to us. 
Repentance is living in our minds and hearts in the newness of the 
resurrected Christ with the full assurance and confidence that God our 
Father loves us completely and that his son, the shepherd, is this very 
day bearing us on his shoulders on our way home.
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Obedience
The next word that has been tied to the law and “moral 

goodness”(which is the lie) is the New Testament word obedience. There 
certainly seem to be enough references in the New Testament to com-
mands, commandments, and obedience. “If you would enter life, keep 
the commandments.”208 “If you love me keep my commandments.”209 
“If a man loves me, he will keep my word.”210 “Do you not know that 
if you yield yourself to any one as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedi-
ence which leads to righteousness?”211 “Chosen and destined by God 
the Father and sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ.”212 
And finally, even in the Book of Galatians, Paul exhorts, “O foolish 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that you should not obey the 
truth.”213

It just has to seem as if commands and obedience are a really im-
portant part of being a Christian. And, in fact, that is true. Yet it has 
nothing to do with the “command or obey” principle at the heart of 
the law. Making people believe that it does is the lie that Satan has 
presented to those who embrace the Gospel to once again bring them 
into bondage.

The Bible can be overwhelming just because of its sheer size. Many 
people deal with this by reading only the Gospels, while others read 
only the red-lettered portions, the very words of Christ. Whatever 
people are comfortable with is their business, but when reading just 
the Gospels or only the red-lettered parts, we really need to be aware 
of some important things. Even if you are familiar with the New 
Testament in its entirety, these things are still true for the Gospels. I 
am talking here about the transitional nature of what Jesus was doing 
when he was on earth. There existed “an old” (the nation of Israel), but 
a new was coming (the Church). Jesus was a Jew and was born under 
208  Matthew 19:17.
209  John 14:15.
210  John 14:23.
211  Romans 6:16.
212  1 Peter 1:2.
213  Galatians 3:1.
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the Mosaic law, as were the Jews whom he was speaking to in Israel 
during his ministry. Jesus was there to declare a transition. This tran-
sition would move mankind from relating to God based on outward 
performance under the law to a new and living relationship with the 
Spirit:

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made 
with their fathers when I took them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant which they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 
which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord; I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each 
man teach his neighbor and each his brother saying, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.214

This was the transition that Jesus was declaring. This is what he 
meant when he declared that the kingdom of God was at hand. Yet that 
transition would not come by way of Jesus’s “new” and improved teachings. 
It would be done through his death and resurrection. That is the truth 
that the disciples of Jesus discovered on the Day of Pentecost, when 
they stopped being followers of his teachings and were born anew by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. In his “teachings” in the New Testament 
Gospels, Jesus embedded the newness that was to come, but his teach-
ings in the Gospels were delivered to people who were still under the 
law, and those teachings reflected the relational dynamic of a legal rela-
tionship. The beatitudes, so beautiful and seemingly telling us just what 
it is we need to do, are summarized with the deadly statement “You, 

214  Jeremiah 31:31–34.
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therefore, must be perfect.”215 This is a great example of what we talked 
about at the very beginning of this chapter: confusing the words spoken 
to the Jews of Israel who were under the law (“If you would enter life, 
keep the commandments”) with Jesus’s later words.216 Compare the pre-
vious quote with what Jesus said to the Church: “Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”217 
Those two statements are completely different from each other. The first, 
keeping the commandments, is a struggle under the law. The second one 
is the true Sabbath: rest within the grace of God. The first is addressed to 
Israel under the law, and the second is addressed to the Church, to enjoy 
and rest on the shoulders of the shepherd.

Satan has used the words of Jesus addressed to Jews who were still 
under the law (“If you love me, keep my commandments”) and a legal 
relational dynamic and has led us to believe that those words are for 
the Church.218 They are not; we are related to God through the Gospel 
of grace. As a Church, we have been led to believe that somehow Jesus 
is telling us that starting now, or now that we are Christians, this dy-
namic of law has somehow become true for us again. This is how the 
grace of God gets dragged back into a relationship with the law. We 
subtly live with the idea, expressly or implied, that there exists some-
thing like “Jesus laws.” We are led to conclude that the words of Jesus 
in the New Testament that speak of commands, commandments, or 
obedience are somehow tied to a new set of “things we have to do.”

Make no mistake about it, we are perfect before God, based on 
moral (legal) obedience, but it is not our own: “For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous.”219 We now stand in Christ before 
God, completely blameless and spotless. There is no more of that kind 
of obedience to be performed; it is finished!

215  Matthew 5:48.
216  Matthew 19:17.
217  Matthew 11:28–30.
218  John 14:15.
219  Romans 5:19. 
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The New Testament calls us to obedience, but obedience to what? 
The obedience of the New Testament is not about compliance with a 
rule, which is the way we are accustomed to thinking about obedience. 
Satan has done his best to drag us back into that nightmare, to re-
turn us to bondage. You see, obedience under law and obedience under 
grace are two very different things. Under law, obedience is about not 
breaking the rules. Yet Paul tells us what obedience under the Gospel of 
grace is when he, speaking about Jesus, says, “Through whom we have 
received apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, including yourselves who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ.”220 For Christians, our faith is our obedience. 
Obedience is not about following the rules, but rather about following 
the ruler, Jesus Christ, now crowned with honor and Glory. It is true 
that faith must start with belief. Transformative faith is not empowered 
by our ideas. The true power of the “Christian life” is not embodied in 
the information that we may acquire or the activities that we do. The 
true power in the Christian life is the indwelling Holy Spirit, who is 
the architect of our death to our old nature and our resurrection into 
the newness that is the New Creation.

Paul wrote majestically of this transformation in his own life: “For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righ-
teousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his suffer-
ings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.”221

220  Romans 1:5–6.
221  Philippians 3:7–11.
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While writing this book, I contemplated what the last chapter 
would look like. At first I thought, “Let’s title it ‘How to Live Your Life’ 
and then, after announcing the title, have nothing but blank pages.” 
There would certainly be a lot of truth in those blank pages, because 
no one, and I mean no one, really knows the real you, except for God 
himself. How you live your life is between you and the Lord. In the 
Book of Romans, Paul wrote, “The faith that you have keep between 
yourself and God; happy is he who has no reason to judge himself for 
what he approves.”222 Paul is not saying, Don’t share your faith with 
others. What Paul is saying is that your relationship with God is, at 
its deepest and truest nature, personal. It’s between you and the Holy 
Spirit.

I am not saying that God doesn’t use other people in our lives, be-
cause he does. But our freedom to choose freely will never be violated 
or compromised when it comes to our own decision-making process. 
The easiest person to say “No” to is the Holy Spirit. There is no fear in 
love.223 I have spent many years listening to the counsel of people who 
feel they have something to say, when in reality they are trying to make 
people conform to their own image. Often, such people see sins and 

222  Romans 14:22.
223  1 John 4:18.
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flaws very clearly and are quick to judge others, because they appear to 
have their own lives all together. These people are often dogmatic and 
self-assured and speak without love. There’s no life coming at you from 
such people. They are dream killers. They smother the spark of life and 
hope within you. What they are saying reflects who they are, and they 
want you to be like them.

It seems strange, or maybe a better word would be ironic, when it 
comes to freedom. In the Garden of Eden, we chose to go our separate 
way (we have all eaten from that tree) because we wanted to be free 
from God to do our own thing. When we did this, we found ourselves 
enslaved to the self and enslaved to Satan. True freedom is found in an 
intimate relationship with the Living God, who is absolutely commit-
ted to our personal freedom and growth. God is a lot more committed 
to our freedom than we are.

A great deal of the time, we are involved in the pursuit of our own 
goals and ambitions. And a good portion of that time, what we are pur-
suing lies just beyond our grasp. Much of this pursuit is aimed at trying 
to find some measure of meaning for our lives. Have you noticed there 
is a “Hall of Fame” for just about everything imaginable? We crave 
some form of recognition or purpose to validate our lives. The more 
we strive, the emptier we find ourselves, but still the illusion beckons 
us. One of the most significant questions that anyone can ask him- or 
herself is the question the Lord is really asking all of us, “Are we truly 
ready for love?”

Several months ago in the middle of a cold Michigan winter, the 
Lord specifically asked me that exact question: Are you ready for love?

At first, the question bothered me. I am not a young man chasing 
illusions, but the fact remains I have done just that for much of my 
life. So much of what we label love is not love at all. “Love is patient 
and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude; love 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in right. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”224

224  1 Corinthians 13:4–8.
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Am I ready for love? I told the Lord I was ready, but I truly did not 
understand how difficult it would be at times. Change is difficult at 
any age, but I find that the older we get, the harder change becomes. 
I’m a perfectionist. Many of us who are perfectionists have substituted 
perfection for love. People are not perfect. People are messy and flawed. 
All of us! Over and over again, I have had to ask the Lord to deliver 
me from myself so that I can love. I am growing in love, but it is not 
without pain—pain, due to letting go of those things that keep me in 
bondage.

So, why love anyway? Only in love do we find the Glory of God, 
for God is love. All other glory is fading. Everything in this world will 
pass away, except for love. Love, we take with us. As Christians, this is 
the battle of our faith, and this is what it means to fight the good fight.

Whatever set of circumstances we find ourselves in, the Lord will 
be there for us. If you feel trapped by your religious beliefs, walk away, 
and the Lord will be there for you. If you are tormented by your past 
and riddled with guilt, you are not dealing with the God who loves 
you. Go and discover for yourself who this God is. There are no set 
rules to follow. There is no book outlining how to live your life. The 
process of letting go of the old nature to walk in the new will be guided 
by the Holy Spirit. And when you know who you are in Christ, then 
you will know what it means to be truly free.

May God bless you.

Randy
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Special thanks to my editor, Patti Waldygo at Desert Sage Editorial 
Services, whose commitment to excellence enhanced this work. I am 
deeply grateful.
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